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Border 

mission 

extended 

US troops will remain 
through September for 
surveillance, detection 

By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Active-duty U.S. troops, ex¬ 
pected to conclude their support 
mission on the Mexican border 
this month, will remain through 
September on a mobile surveil¬ 
lance and detection mission, 
Defense Department officials an¬ 
nounced late Monday. 

Homeland Security officials 
requested the extension Dec. 27 
and it was approved by acting 
Secretary of Defense Pat Shana¬ 
han. In addition to the new mis¬ 
sion, troops will begin placing 
concertina wire between ports 
of entry and continue to provide 
aviation support. 

Monday’s announcement did 
not include the number of troops 
needed to conduct this mission 
or when new deployments will 
begin. It also did not include cost 
estimates. 

SEE BORDER ON PAGE 5 



Ethan VALETSKi/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


A Marine ties down concertina 
wire at the Mexican border 
fence near Andrade Point of 
Entry in Winterhaven, Calif., on 
Nov. 30. 
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500/Free to Deployed Areas 



By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

A strange thing happened when Luke Hughes ordered 
his troops to charge into battle — they stayed put. 

The independent video game developer had clicked 

S der calling for a digital German infantry unit 
alt a computer-rendered farmhouse, well-de- 
1 by American troops. But the German sol- 
ignored him. 

many combat-themed strategy games, sol¬ 
’s are simply pixels who do what a player com- 
inds, even if it means certain death. Think of 
iwns sacrificed on a chessboard. 

But Hughes’ upcoming “Burden of Com¬ 
mand,” a World War II battlefield simulator, 
is designed to show players the complexity of 
leading people into battle. It’s an approach 
its creators at Green Tree Games credit to 
a roster of combat veteran consultants and 

_A testers, and it may offer a level of realism 

I rarely seen in such games. 


The upcoming 
“Burden of Command,” 
a World War II battlefield 
simulator, is designed 
to show players the complexity 
of leading people into battle. 
Photos courtesy of Green Tree Games 


PUTTING 

PEOPLE 

BEFORE 

PIXELS 


in new WWII game 
Burden of Command,’ 
leaders must earn the trust^ 
of their soldiers or face defeat 
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Capping troop pay among 
CBO ideas to reduce deficit 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Congressional budget analysts have 121 ideas for 
reducing the ballooning U.S. deficit, and 16 of them 
target Pentagon programs, ranging from long-term 
pay caps for servicemembers and higher Tricare pre¬ 
miums to spending less on weapons systems. 

The Congressional Budget Office in December re¬ 
leased a report detailing options for deficit reduction 
between 2019 and 2028, and the choices seem end¬ 
less. However, the CBO didn’t address the political vi¬ 
ability of increasing taxes, cuts to popular programs 
like Social Security and Medicare or drastic cuts to a 
Defense Department budget that eats up almost half 
of discretionary spending. 

“To put the federal budget on a sustainable long¬ 
term path, lawmakers would need to make significant 
policy changes — allowing revenues to rise more than 
they would under current law, reducing spending for 
large benefit programs to amounts below those cur¬ 
rently projected, or adopting some combination of 
those approaches,” CBO analysts wrote. 

The Pentagon’s 2019 base budget amounted to $616 
billion, the highest amount since 2010, the CBO re¬ 
ported. This year’s budget deficit is estimated at just 
under $1 trillion, according to federal data. 

The DOD’s future spending plan anticipates base- 
budget levels will average about $650 billion per year 
through 2023, the CBO said. One CBO suggestion was 
to reduce the budget over three years so that funding 
in 2022 would be 10 percent less. 

An across-the-board reduction would mean focus¬ 
ing efforts on crucial parts of national security, like 
countering China and Russia by relying on conven¬ 
tional and nuclear deterrence while scaling back or 
eliminating the Army’s presence in some countries, 
the CBO report said. 

Measures targeting personnel programs included 
the following: 

■ Cap basic pay for troops, which could save $18 
billion from 2020 through 2028. 

■ Reduce health care costs by raising various 
Tricare fees, which could provide up to $12 billion 
in savings between 2021 and 2028. In 2017, the DOD 


spent about $50 billion for health care for active-duty 
troops, eligible family members and retirees. 

■ Reduce Basic Allowance for Housing to cover 80 
percent of rental and utility costs, which would save 
about $15 billion from 2019 to 2028. About 60 percent 
of servicemembers live in privatized or local hous¬ 
ing, which cost the DOD about $20 billion in BAH 
expenses in 2017. 

Billions can also be saved by scaling back on major 
weapons systems, the CBO said. For example, can¬ 
celing the future pur¬ 
chase of F-35 fighters to 
instead buy F-16s and F/ 
A-18s would save $16 bil¬ 
lion from 2020 through 
2028. 

Other options involve 
slowing the pace for de¬ 
veloping future replace¬ 
ment aircraft carriers 
and scaling back the 
Navy’s 2019 shipbuild¬ 
ing plan, which proposes 
buying 110 ships over the 
next 10 years. Cutting 
that purchase to 71 ships 
would mean a $75 billion reduction by 2028. 

The CBO also found a large savings by reducing 
nuclear weapons stocks, shrinking the size of the Air 
Force’s bomber fleet and retiring the F-22. 

Still, there is little indication of any political con¬ 
sensus on the potential military cutback ideas, all of 
which would generate serious resistance from the 
Pentagon and respective military services. 

The CBO emphasized it was not making any rec¬ 
ommendations, but rather laying out options for 
lawmakers. 

“As a collection, the options are intended to reflect 
a range of possibilities, not a ranking of priorities or 
an exhaustive list,” the CBO wrote. “The inclusion or 
exclusion of any particular option does not imply that 
CBO endorses it or opposes it, and the report makes 
no recommendations.” 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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More than 500K troops 
now enrolled in new 
retirement system 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON— More than 
500,000 servicemembers are 
now enrolled in the Defense De¬ 
partment’s new Blended Retire¬ 
ment System, the largest change 
to the military’s retirement ben¬ 
efit since World War II, accord¬ 
ing to the Pentagon. 

More than 400,000 service- 
members opted in before the en¬ 
rollment deadline Dec. 31, the 
Pentagon announced Monday, 
and another roughly 150,000 
new servicemembers have been 
automatically enrolled since the 
new system became available 
Jan. 1, 2018. 

Active-duty servicemembers 
had more than 33 percent of its 
eligible population who opted in 
to the retirement plan by Dec. 
31, and the Reserve had 11.7 
percent, according to Pentagon 
enrollment numbers. 

Defense Department person¬ 
nel were given training on the 
new retirement benefits and 
encouraged to talk with their 
family as well as seek out finan¬ 
cial counseling before making a 
decision on whether to stick with 
the old retirement plan or sign 
up for the new one. 

The Blended Retirement 
System combines automatic 
and matching contributions to 
a servicemember’s Thrift Sav¬ 
ings Plan, continuation pay 
and monthly pay upon retire¬ 
ment, according to the Defense 
Department. 

The Defense Department has 


already contributed more than 
$300 million in the past year to 
Thrift Savings Plan accounts of 
servicemembers enrolled in the 
new retirement plan, according 
to the Pentagon. 

“We see [Blended Retirement 
System] as an important change 
that will set America’s service- 
members on the path toward 
greater financial flexibility, re¬ 
sponsibility and security,” said 
James Stewart, the acting un¬ 
dersecretary of defense for per¬ 
sonnel and readiness. 

The new system will allow 
servicemembers to have gov¬ 
ernment-provided retirement 
benefits regardless of whether 
they serve four years or 20 
years, Jeri Busch, director of 
the Department of Defense’s 
Military Compensation Policy, 
told reporters in November. 

People who joined the mili¬ 
tary on or before Dec. 31, 2017, 
and did not opt in to the new re¬ 
tirement system had the old re¬ 
tirement system, which requires 
servicemembers to serve for 20 
years before they are eligible for 
benefits. 

Only 19 percent of active-duty 
servicemembers and 14 percent 
of the Reserve force serve for at 
least 20 years to qualify for the 
old retirement benefit, accord¬ 
ing to the Blended Retirement 
System website. Under the new 
system, 85 percent of service- 
members will get retirement 
benefits after they serve at least 
two years. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 
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Indian helo lands on US Navy ship for first time 


By Wyatt Olson 

Star and Stripes 

An Indian Navy helicopter landed on the 
deck of a U.S. Navy ship recently for the 
first time, marking another step in warm¬ 
ing relations between the armed forces of 
the two nations, the Navy said. 

The UH-3H helicopter landed on the 
USS Anchorage, an amphibious transport 
dock ship carrying personnel with 13th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, the service 
said in a statement. 

The Anchorage was training at sea with 
the Indian Navy guided-missile destroyer 
INS Rajput Dec. 22-26 after a port visit to 
Visakhapatnam on the Bay of Bengal. 


The cross-deck landing Dec. 26 was the 
first made since the two navies entered 
into the Helicopter Operations from Ships 
Other Than Aircraft Carriers, or HOSTAC, 
agreement more than a year ago. 

HOSTAC is a military international 
standardization program intended to pro¬ 
mote safe cross-deck helicopter operation. 
It is used globally by more than 50 navies 
and coast guards. 

The training also included embarking 
Indian landing craft on the Anchorage, the 
Navy said. 

As China’s military presence has ex¬ 
panded in the Indian Ocean in recent 
years, the U.S. and India have found com¬ 
mon cause in cooperating militarily. 


The U.S. and Indian navies “have a 
shared interest in the security and stabil¬ 
ity of this region,” Anchorage commander 
Capt. Dennis Jacko said in the statement. 

“This exercise strengthened our com¬ 
bined capability with a partner that is very 
important to us” in the Indo-Pacific, he 
said. 

During a September summit in India 
attended by then-Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis and Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo, the two countries formally agreed to 
exchange sensitive military information 
quickly and securely. 

Shortly after, Indian Defense Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman announced the mili¬ 
taries of both countries would conduct un¬ 


precedented large-scale joint exercises in 
2019, bringing together at one time the two 
nations’ air, land and sea forces. The drills 
are tentatively scheduled for May or June. 

Sitharaman said that India’s military 
also would undertake greater interaction 
with U.S. Central Command, noting that 
the Defense Department in May had re¬ 
named U.S. Pacific Command to Indo-Pa¬ 
cific Command. 

Vice Adm. Phil Sawyer, commander of 
the 7th Fleet, visited New Delhi on Dec. 12 
for staff talks. Nine days later, Secretary of 
the Navy Richard Spencer met with lead¬ 
ers of the Indian Navy there. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Soldier saves 
crash victim 
with hoodie, pen 

Stars and Stripes 

A Fort Bliss soldier used a ballpoint pen and his 
New Orleans Saints hoodie to save a man who was 
seriously injured in a crash in West Texas. 

Sgt. Trey Troney, 20, was driving on Interstate 20 
near Sweetwater on Dec. 22 when he came across 
a serious crash involving two tractor-trailers and a 
pickup, according to an Army statement. The driver 
of the pickup, Jeff Udger, had a bleeding head in¬ 
jury, cracked ribs and a collapsed lung. 

Troney said he pulled over 
to the crash site and noticed 
Udger was trapped in his 
truck. At first, Udger was alert 
enough to be able to joke about 
Troney using his “Salute to 
Service” Saints hoodie to help 
stop the bleeding, Troney said 
in the statement. 

“Well, this is Cowboy coun¬ 
try, so I don’t know how I feel 
about you wrapping me up in 
Troney a Saints hoodie,” Udger told 

Troney. 

Troney had a decompression needle among some 
first aid supplies in his car from his brigade’s re¬ 
cent rotation at the National Training Center in Fort 
Irwin, Calif. He injected the needle into Udger to 
relieve pressure from his chest, but found it was 
too small to reach where it needed to be. He found 
a ballpoint pen, tore out the ink and used the hollow 
tube to reach the collapsed lung. 

Udger, who lives in Longview, said he lost con¬ 
sciousness and regained it as he was being wheeled 
into an ambulance. By that time, Troney had left. 

“He kept talking to me and acted as if the situa¬ 
tion was no pressure at all,” Udger said in an email 
to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 

Udger said via email that he’s healing from the 
punctured lung and cracked ribs. 

Troney said he later heard from Udger, who found 
the soldier on Facebook to thank him for saving his 




Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


After a serious accident in Texas, a Fort Bliss 
soldier helped relieve the pressure on a man’s 
collapsed lung with a ballpoint pen. 

life. He said Udger offered to buy him a new New 
Orleans Saints hoodie; Troney is a self-proclaimed 
“Saints fan in Cowboy country.” 

Troney, who is originally from Raleigh, Miss., has 
been stationed at Fort Bliss for the past four years. 
He and his wife recently bought a new house in El 
Paso. He said he was glad he was in the right place 
at the right time. 

“You’re just there and you might have what they 
need,” Troney said in the statement. “He needed an 
ink pen to the ribs. Luckily I had an ink pen.” 


Accident kills Japanese worker at Kadena 


Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— A Japanese worker was killed 
in a collision at a construction site 
Tuesday morning at Kadena Air 
Base on Okinawa, Japanese po¬ 
lice said. 

The unnamed man in his 40s 
was crushed between two pieces 
of Caterpillar heavy equipment 


at approximately 8:50 a.m„ said 
Okinawa Police deputy chief Eiji 
Hirata. 

The incident occurred “near 
the old Kadena Elementary 
School construction site,” 18th 
Wing officials said in a statement. 
No further details were released. 

Wing officials did not respond 
to a question Tuesday afternoon 


asking what was being built at the 
site. 

Okinawa Police are investigat¬ 
ing the incident, Hirata said. 

Kadena — the largest and most 
active Air Force base in the Far 
East — is home to the 18th Wing 
and the 353rd Operations Group. 

news@stripes.com 


Air Force F-16 makes 
precautionary landing 


By Hana Kusumoto 
and Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

An Air Force F-16 fighter jet 
made a precautionary landing at 
a Japanese regional airport Mon¬ 
day, according to a Tohoku De¬ 
fense Bureau spokesman. 

The incident involving a fighter 
from Misawa Air Base happened 
about 1 p.m., said the spokesman, 
who spoke on a standard condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

The cause of the unscheduled 
landing was not immediately evi¬ 
dent, he said. 

“The F-16 landed at the airport 
as precautionary procedure since 
there may have been a problem 
with the aircraft,” he said. 

No damage or injuries were 
reported and airport operations 
were not affected, he said. 

A maintenance crew from Mi¬ 
sawa headed to the airport Mon¬ 
day night but the jet was likely 
still on the ground Tuesday since 
there were no reports of it taking 
off, the spokesman said. 


Air Force Staff Sgt. Brittany 
Chase, a spokeswoman for the 
35th Fighter Wing, which oper¬ 
ates two squadrons of F-16s out of 
Misawa, said in an email Tuesday 
that she was unable to provide in¬ 
formation about the incident until 
she had approval from various 
agencies. 

The incident had caused anxi¬ 
ety among residents, the Aomori 
Prefectural Government said 
in a statement. It has requested 
that U.S. and Japanese officials 
quickly investigate the cause of 
the incident and take preventa¬ 
tive measures. 

Fishing was temporarily 
banned near Misawa last Feb¬ 
ruary after an engine problem 
forced an Air Force F-16 to drop 
its fuel tanks into a local lake. The 
jet landed safely at the air base 
with no injuries. 

In April 2015, two Misawa F- 
16s landed at a local airport after 
oil started leaking from one of the 
fighters. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Wife charged in killing 
of Army soldier husband 


Detroit Free Press 

Authorities in West Michigan 
announced murder charges in the 
suspected love-triangle killing of 
an Army soldier. 

Sgt. Tyrone Hassel III, 23, was 
fatally shot on New Year’s Eve in 
St. Joseph Township. 

His wife, Kemia, 22, was ar¬ 
raigned Monday on a charge of 
first-degree premeditated mur¬ 
der while her boyfriend is in jail 
in Georgia awaiting extradition 
to Michigan to face the same 
charge, Berrien County Prosecu¬ 
tor Michael Sepic said. Both sus¬ 
pects are active-duty soldiers. 

“The motive for the two to plot 
Sgt. Hassel’s death may have been 
to continue their relationship and 
reap the Army’s death benefit 


from his murder,” Sepic said. 

The Hassels, who were sta¬ 
tioned at Fort Stewart, Ga., were 
staying with their 1-year-old child 
at Tyrone Hassel Ill’s father’s 
house over the holidays during 
their leave. Sepic said the ser¬ 
geant was killed after bringing 
his wife some food from a family 
party. 

Sepic said authorities believe 
Kemia Hassel’s boyfriend, Jer¬ 
emy Cuellar, 24, who is also sta¬ 
tioned at Fort Stewart, traveled 
to Chicago several days before 
the killing and then waited for 
instructions from his girlfriend 
before ambushing the victim. 

The investigation included both 
local law enforcement and Army 
investigators. 
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Joe Jackson, awarded the 
Medal of Honor, dead at 95 



Defense mergers, 
acquisitions set 
to keep hot pace 


Retired Air Force Col. Joe Jackson, shown in 2015 at the Pentagon 
with a permanent Medal of Honor display that depicts him and other 
medal recipients, died Saturday in Washington State. He was 95. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Retired Air Force Col. Joe M. 
Jackson, a recipient of the Medal 
of Honor, a veteran of three wars 
and an early U-2 pilot, died Satur¬ 
day at age 95. 

The Congressional Medal of 
Honor Society said he died in 
Washington State and that funer¬ 
al services were pending. 

Jackson received the military’s 
highest valor award for his ac¬ 
tions in a daring rescue of three 
combat air controllers stranded 
on an abandoned Army Special 
Forces base in Vietnam during 
the 1968 Tet Offensive. 

“His actions contribute to a leg¬ 
acy of valor & our heritage of ser¬ 
vice before self,” Air Force Chief 
of Staff Gen. Dave Goldfein said 
on Twitter on Monday. “My heart 
goes out to all those mourning his 
passing.” 

A native of Newman, Ga., Jack- 
son enlisted as an aircraft me¬ 
chanic in the Army Air Corps in 
March 1941. While he was serv¬ 
ing as a flight engineer on a B-25 
during World War II, the plane’s 
engine caught fire and the pilot 
needed Jackson’s advice to put it 
out. The experience inspired him 
to seek pilot training, he said in a 
recorded interview on file with 
the Library of Congress. He en¬ 
tered aviation cadet training as 
a staff sergeant, graduating in 
April 1943 and earning a com¬ 
mission. He spent the last years 
of World War II as a gunnery in¬ 
structor at Eglin Field, Fla., but 
would fly 107 combat missions as 
an F-84 Thunderjet fighter pilot 
in the Korean War, earning a Dis¬ 
tinguished Flying Cross and the 
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters. 

Following the war, he became 
one of the first Air Force U-2 
spy plane pilots in 1956, oversee¬ 
ing reconnaissance operations 
throughout the world. 

Then, as a 45-year-old lieu¬ 
tenant colonel in 1968, he volun¬ 
teered to go to Vietnam, where he 
flew the C-123 Provider as a com¬ 
mander in the 311th Air Com¬ 
mando Squadron, completing 298 
combat sorties. 

On May 12 of that pivotal year 
in the war, just weeks after U.S. 
forces had broken the monthslong 
siege of the Marine base at Khe 
Sanh, he was on what was sup¬ 
posed to be a routine resupply 
mission when he was called to 
help evacuate a base at Kham 
Due, which was occupied by U.S. 
Special Forces and Vietnamese 
irregulars. 

“Hostile forces had overrun the 
forward outpost and established 
gun positions on the airstrip,” 
Jackson’s Medal of Honor cita¬ 
tion reads. “They were raking the 
camp with small arms, mortars, 
light and heavy automatic weap¬ 
ons, and recoilless rifle fire.” 

Flames engulfed the camp and 
ammo dumps were exploding, lit¬ 
tering the runway with debris, the 
citation said. Jackson had been 
directed to orbit southwest of the 
air field as several aircraft were 
lined up ahead of him already, he 


I have to represent 
the thousands of 
Americans who have 
served their country, f 

Joe M. Jackson 

retired Air Force colonel and Medal of 
Honor recipient who died Saturday 


later recalled. 

In all, eight aircraft were de¬ 
stroyed by the intense enemy 
fire during the airlift and one 
remained on the runway, reduc¬ 
ing the airstrip’s usable length to 
2,200 feet, the citation says. 

A quick succession of C-130s 
managed to pick up the last of 
about 1,500 survivors, but as 
fighters were being called in to 
bomb the abandoned base to keep 
anything from falling into enemy 
hands, the call came that a three- 
man combat control team had 
been reinserted amid the confu¬ 
sion and needed rescue after the 
last C-130 left. 

“I was looking out the win¬ 
dow and I knew exactly where 
they were,” Jackson said later of 
the forward air controllers. “We 
called and said, ‘Roger, we’re 
going in.’” 

He was fully aware of the risks, 
his Medal of Honor citation says, 
but Jackson would later say his 
life’s philosophy was to always do 
the right thing — which to him 
meant often doing the thing you 
least wanted to do. 

“From 9,000 feet, I started 
(an) extremely steep landing ap¬ 
proach,” he said. “My airspeed 
was right at the maximum for 
that configuration. The rate of 
descent had hit the limit on the 
instrument, so I don’t know how 
fast we were going down.” 

Jackson rolled out of a 270-de- 


Scott M. AsH/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


gree turn about 1,000 feet from 
the end of the runway and touched 
down within the first 100 feet of 
airstrip, stopping right where the 
three men were believed to be 
hiding out. 

“I was the luckiest guy in the 
world,” he said. 

But, as the three men were 
boarding, co-pilot Maj. Jesse 
Campbell called out, “Oh my 
God!” A 122 mm rocket, fired 
directly at the airplane, skidded 
down the runway and broke in 
half, stopping right in front of the 
plane’s nose wheel. 

“I mean, really, really close,” 
Jackson said. “It didn’t go off. 
Again, I’m the luckiest guy in the 
world, I guess.” 

Once all were aboard, Jackson 
took off, into machine-gun and 
small-arms fire. In the second of 
what he called that day’s two mir¬ 
acles, there was not a single bullet 
hole in the plane. 

President Lyndon B. John¬ 
son presented Jackson with the 
Medal of Honor at a White House 
ceremony in January 1969. 

The award changed his life, he 
would later say, giving him the 
responsibility of representing all 
who have served in the military. 

“I have to represent the thou¬ 
sands of Americans who have 
served their country,” he said. 
“You have to make them proud 
of what you have done and what 
they have done, and that’s a tough 
job.” 

Jackson retired from the Air 
Force in 1974. He is survived 
by his wife, Rosamond, and two 
children, Bonnie and David, the 
Congressional Medal of Honor 
Society said. There are now 73 
living recipients of the medal, it 
said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


By Aaron Gregg 

The Washington Post 

Mergers and acquisitions in the 
defense contracting sector ap¬ 
pear poised to keep pace in 2019, 
with two major deals announced 
in recent days. 

Parsons Corp., announced Jan. 
7 it would buy Virginia-based 
government contractor OGSys- 
tems for an undisclosed sum. On 
Thursday, the hardware manu¬ 
facturer Textron Systems an¬ 
nounced its purchase of Howe 
and Howe Technologies, a Maine- 
based manufacturer of robotic 
military vehicles. 

Both acquisitions follow two 
years of modest increases in U.S. 
defense spending under a Repub¬ 
lican-controlled White House and 
Congress. The Pentagon has said 
in official strategy documents 
it would de-emphasize counter¬ 
terrorism in favor of competing 
with China and Russia for global 
military dominance, standing up 
new weapons production efforts 
in areas such as artificial intelli¬ 
gence and hypersonic weaponry. 

Defense contractors have piv¬ 
oted their business accordingly. 
Textron Systems Senior Vice 
President Ryan Hazlett said the 
Pentagon’s shift in focus has en¬ 
couraged his company to invest 
in the market for ground-based 
military robotics. 

“We have seen over really the 
past 18-24 months a pretty signif¬ 
icant change in the geopolitical 
environment in the world today, 
as well as (within the Defense De¬ 
partment) a change from a coun¬ 
terinsurgency strategy to really 
more of a focus on peer-to-peer 
conflict,” Hazlett said. “When we 
looked at our business and how 
to position ourselves to assist our 
U.S. military customer, we identi¬ 
fied a gap. ... Before this we re¬ 
ally haven’t had an opportunity 
to expand into the robotic ground 
market.” 

By purchasing Howe and Howe 
Technologies, Textron gets access 
to robotic ground vehicles the 
Army is interested in. Howe and 
Howe makes a tracked robotic 
load-carrying vehicle called the 
IMET, designed to drive along¬ 
side deployed Army platoons and 
carry heavy materials. 

The company’s robots can 
also be useful for more peace¬ 
ful endeavors. It makes a robotic 
firefighting vehicle called the 
Thermite RSI-3 that is designed 
for industrial fires and those in¬ 
volving hazardous materials, 
which might be especially danger¬ 
ous for human first responders. 

Parsons, the California-based 
defense and intelligence contrac¬ 
tor, bought OGSystems, hoping to 
benefit from its expertise in areas 
including geospatial intelligence. 
Both companies help U.S. defense 
and intelligence agencies with 


* We’re extremely 
bullish on 2019. We 
really think it will be 
a record year, f 

Bob Kipps 

managing director of aerospace 
and defense-focused 
investment bank KippsDeSanto 


complex data and cybersecurity 
work. 

The two recent mergers are the 
latest example of growing consol¬ 
idation in the defense contract¬ 
ing industry as companies jockey 
for position amid increased gov¬ 
ernment spending on national 
security. 

In 2017 Northrop Grumman 
bought Orbital ATK, a Dulles, 
Va.-based defense contractor fo¬ 
cused on the defense and space 
industries, for $7.8 billion. Unit¬ 
ed Technologies Corp. bought 
the aircraft parts manufacturer 
Rockwell Collins for $30 billion. 

Last year General Dynam¬ 
ics bought a midsize IT contrac¬ 
tor, CSRA, for $9.7 billion, and 
Reston, Va.-based Science Ap¬ 
plications International Corp. en¬ 
gineered a $2.5 billion deal with 
the IT contractor Engility. In Oc¬ 
tober, L3 Technologies and Har¬ 
ris Corp. unveiled plans to merge 
in a colossal $33.5 billion deal, 
thought to be among the largest 
for the sector. 

Bob Kipps, managing director 
of the aerospace and defense-fo¬ 
cused investment bank KippsDe¬ 
Santo, said that he expects to see 
even more market activity in the 
next year. In a survey of business 
executives in the aerospace and 
defense sector by KippsDeSanto, 
more than 75 percent of respon¬ 
dents thought merger and acquisi¬ 
tion activity would stay the same 
or increase in the next year. 

“We’re extremely bullish on 
2019,” Kipps said. “We really 
think it will be a record year.” 

That optimism in the defense 
sector comes despite a protracted 
government shutdown that has 
taken a sharp toll on civilian fed¬ 
eral agencies including the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security. 

Companies that work primar¬ 
ily for U.S. defense and intelli¬ 
gence agencies have largely been 
unaffected by the government 
shutdown, though some large 
contractors such as SAIC have 
reported that business units serv¬ 
ing NASA have suffered. 

Investment analysts say gov¬ 
ernment services firms are likely 
to shake off the current shutdown 
as they have in the past. 

“Seasoned investors are accus¬ 
tomed to that kind of craziness in 
the market,” Kipps said. 
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MILITARY _ 

People: Vets volunteer to help refine game’s portrayal of combat 



Courtesy of Luke Hughes 


A unit of American soldiers finds civilians who won’t leave a farmhouse, leaving players with a choice that could affect the outcome of their 
battle in the video game “Burden of Command,” which aims to simulate the uncertainty of leadership in battle. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“This is the antithesis of a 
power trip. It’s about the pain of 
responsibility,” said Hughes. “If 
you want to be in control, don’t 
play this game. If you want to 
lead in the face of chaos, this is 
the game for you.” 

Hughes gave Stars and Stripes 
the first look at the game’s battle¬ 
field portrayal by playing the 
game over Skype in December. 
A history buff, he based the game 
on real-life details of the Army’s 
7th Infantry Regiment — the 
“Cottonbalers” — which fought in 
North Africa, Italy and Germany. 

Its core features are complete, 
and it is undergoing initial re¬ 
lease testing. The company is still 
seeking veterans to test it, but 
some 200 testers and combat vet¬ 
erans have already volunteered to 
help refine the game’s portrayal 
of combat. 

R.A. Mathis, an Army veteran 
and early play tester who helped 
write the game’s scripts, said 
first-person shooter games like 
“Call of Duty” don’t capture the 
feeling he had as a cavalry officer 
deployed to Iraq, east of Saddam 
Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit, 
at a time of deepening insurgent 
violence in 2004-05. Death, he 
said, is too easy in such “killing 
simulators.” 

The soldiers in “Burden of 
Command” are programed to 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

A Pentagon official said Tues¬ 
day they are in the process 
of determining force size and 
composition. 

An existing agreement between 
the departments has about 2,350 
active-duty servicemembers sta¬ 
tioned within three states bor¬ 
dering Mexico to support Border 
Patrol agents, Col. Cathy Wilkin- 


want to avoid death, so players 
can’t simply control them like ro¬ 
bots but must earn their trust and 
get them to willingly risk their 
lives over the course of the game. 

Half of the action is turn-based 
combat, in which units alternate 
moving and firing on a map divid¬ 
ed into hexagonal tiles. The other 
half is like a choose-your-own ad¬ 
venture book, in which a player’s 
decisions affect both the narra- 


son, public affairs director for 
U.S. Army North, said last week. 

Servicemembers from the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Ma¬ 
rines arrived at the border Oct. 
31 and were expected to leave by 
the end of January. 

About 600 troops are in Texas, 
650 are in Arizona and 1,100 in 
California. The force deployed to 
the border peaked at 5,900 ser¬ 
vicemembers in mid-November. 


tive and the combat portions. 

In one combat scenario Hughes 
loaded, two platoons of American 
soldiers were positioned east and 
west of some farmhouses, with 
German soldiers nearby. Playing 
both sides, Hughes had to priori¬ 
tize his moves, because officers 
can give only a limited number of 
orders per turn. 

Players expend “command 
points” not just positioning troops 
or initiating attacks but making 
trade-offs in deciding how, when 
or why such orders are given, 
which can boost troop morale 
or sap their confidence. For ex¬ 
ample, Hughes used up the last 
of his turn’s commands to urge a 
machine-gun team to hurry after 
he’d sent it to a key spot, so they’d 
be able to shoot one turn sooner. 

Next, the Germans moved but 
were spotted by the Americans 
and automatically came under 
fire, getting pinned down in the 
west. To the east, the Americans 
held a fortified position in a house, 
which is where the Germans de¬ 
fied Hughes’ orders to attack. 
Either they hadn’t received the 
command or deemed it too risky. 

“If you order them to assault, 
they do a morale check: How 
scared am I? How much risk do 
I think this is? How much do I 
trust this officer?”’ Hughes said. 
“They’re not particularly keen to 
die for you if it’s a stupid call, but 
the more their trust in you goes 
up, the more they’re willing to go 
firing into the breach.” 

In the typical war game, op¬ 
posing forces attack each other 
until one takes enough damage 


Military engineers have al¬ 
ready placed coiled razor wire 
along about 70 miles at ports of 
entry, U.S. Northern Command 
said in late December. It has 
oversight of the joint military 
mission. 

Military helicopter pilots have 
flown more than 740 hours. Mili¬ 
tary police units have conducted 
more than 10,000 hours of unit 
training and combined rehears- 


that it is destroyed. That encour¬ 
ages players to see combat as 
math problems based on physical 
health, Hughes said, but his game 
prioritizes a unit’s willingness 
to face danger, turning it into a 
more human calculation. 

In one playthrough, a player 
chose to lie about a unit com¬ 
mander’s condition after he’d 
been killed in a freak accident. 
The troops had higher morale 
during an ensuing battle, but 
their trust fell when word got out 
about their leader’s death. What 
had been a short-term gain could 
have been costly in the long run. 

Players eventually begin to con¬ 
sider their troops’ motivations, 
creating empathy Hughes hopes 
will connect them with the story. 
Each soldier is personalized with 
a backstory, portrait and dialogue. 
As in real combat, when they die, 
they don’t come back. 

“We want you to invest heavily 
and emotionally in characters so 
it’s harder for you to kill them,” 
Hughes said. 

These game elements and de¬ 
tails offer something unique, said 
Ed Halter, media critic and au¬ 
thor of the book “From Sun Tzu 
to Xbox,” which looks at the his¬ 
tory of war and video games. 

“This level of interpersonal 
action in its gameplay ... seems 
quite novel,” Halter said. “I also 
think it speaks to the ongoing 
relationship between war games 
and war movies, as this is a nar¬ 
rative detail about a character 
one would expect more in a film 
than a game.” 

Many games aim to be realis- 


als with Border Patrol in all three 
states. 

About 2,270 National Guard 
members are also serving along 
the border in four states to sup¬ 
port the Border Patrol in a sepa¬ 
rate mission. Early estimates of 
the cost of those combined sup¬ 
port efforts were around $72 
million. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


tic accounts of battle but are usu¬ 
ally judged by how closely they 
replicate war movies, not war it¬ 
self, he said. A few have tried to 
portray human fallibility on the 
battlefield, but designers have 
had to balance making them real 
against keeping them fun. 

For Mathis, the Iraq veteran, 
players should have to experi¬ 
ence a “knot in your stomach” 
as they wonder if they made the 
right choices ordering troops into 
danger, like he did overseas. 

“This is more a look at the expe¬ 
rience of war instead of what it’s 
like to kill people,” Mathis said. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jplawrence3 
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“Burden of Command” is a World War II battlefield simulator. 

Border: Pentagon determining force size and composition 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Turkey announces plan 
for 'safe zone' in Syria 



Mehmet Kocacik, Kirikhan, DHA/AP 


A convoy of Turkish military trucks carrying tanks and armored 
personnel carriers destined for Syria in preparation for a possible 
military offensive moves in Hatay province, Turkey, on Monday. 


By Suzan Fraser 
and Albert Aji 

Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria—Turkey’s 
president said Tuesday that his 
troops will establish a 20-mile- 
wide “safe zone” in northern 
Syria, adding that Turkey would 
seek logistic and financial assis¬ 
tance from the United States and 
other allies to create the zone. 

The announcement by Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan came as the Unit¬ 
ed Nations’ new special envoy for 
Syria arrived in Damascus, his 
first visit to the war-torn country 
since he took over in January. 

Erdogan told his ruling party 
legislators in Parliament that the 
zone would keep “terrorists out,” 
protect civilians and stem the 


flow of refugees. 

Erdogan and President Donald 
Trump discussed the issue in a 
telephone call late Monday that 
apparently aimed to ease tensions 
after the U.S. president tweeted a 
threat to Turkey warning of eco¬ 
nomic harm should Ankara at¬ 
tack U.S.-backed Kurdish forces 
in Syria. 

Ankara considers the Kurdish 
forces in Syria terrorists aligned 
with a Kurdish insurgency within 
Turkey’s own borders. 

Erdogan said the two leaders 
reached an “understanding of 
historical importance.” 

In Damascus, Geir Peder¬ 
sen, the new U.N. special envoy 
for Syria, said he hopes to have 
productive talks with Syrian of¬ 
ficials. He spoke briefly to report¬ 


ers upon his arrival at the Four 
Seasons hotel after driving from 
neighboring Lebanon. The veter¬ 
an Norwegian diplomat took over 
from Staffan de Mistura, who 
stepped down for family reasons 
after four years and four months 
of peace efforts that led nowhere. 

“I hope we will have very sub¬ 
stantial and productive talks and 
look forward to talking to you 
more after my discussions,” Ped¬ 
ersen said. His office tweeted that 
he is looking forward to produc¬ 
tive meetings in Damascus. 

Syria has said it will cooper¬ 
ate with Pederson if he avoids 
the “methods” of his predecessor 
and commits to Syria’s territorial 
integrity. 

Nearly half a million people 
have been killed in the seven- 


year civil war in Syria, and vari¬ 
ous U.N.-led peace efforts and 
indirect talks between the Syrian 
government and opposition in Ge¬ 
neva ended in failure. 

Most recently, de Mistura was 
working on setting up a commit¬ 
tee meant to draft a new consti¬ 
tution — a key step in ending the 
country’s civil war. He said objec¬ 


tions from the Syrian government 
were holding up the committee’s 
launch. 

In his farewell U.N. briefing 
last month, he said “an extra 
mile” is needed to form the com¬ 
mittee because a list of partici¬ 
pants submitted by Russia, Iran 
and Turkey is unacceptable to the 
United Nations. 


Afghan government forms new team of rivals and loyalists 



By Pamela Constable 
The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Coming from 
the new top cop in a war-ravaged nation, 
Amrullah Saleh’s inaugural list of priori¬ 
ties sounded oddly small-bore. 

They included bans on police officers in 
Afghanistan posing for selfies in uniform, 
giving or receiving gifts at ceremonies, 
expressing their views on potential crises 
or discussing police operations on social 
media. 

But the housecleaning edicts late last 
month resonated with many Afghans. They 
have long been disillusioned by corrup¬ 
tion and sloppiness in the security forces 
through 17 years of war and militant vio¬ 
lence — and now they may have to face the 
fight with fewer U.S. forces as their power¬ 
ful partner. 

A separate pledge from Saleh, a former 
intelligence chief, spoke directly to the 
public anger and the security forces’ bat¬ 
tered reputation. He said he wanted to be¬ 
come known as a “brutal minister against 
criminals and the enemies of the country.” 

Saleh’s appointment as interior minis¬ 
ter two weeks ago was part of a high-level 
shake-up ordered by President Ashraf 
Ghani as his government floundered on all 
fronts. 

It had failed to beat back Taliban attacks, 
has been excluded from international 
peace talks with the Taliban and been un¬ 
able to set a date for national polls in which 
Ghani hoped to win re-election. 

The Trump administration, having 
pushed hard for peace talks, suddenly said 
it was making plans to withdraw thousands 
of troops. Taliban leaders eagerly joined a 
series of meetings with the United States 
and other foreign governments but refused 
to meet with Afghan officials and contin¬ 
ued to wage relentless attacks across the 
country. 

“There was a need to send a different 
message,” said Nader Nadery, a senior 
aide to Ghani, describing the sweeping 
changes. 

“One part was to show we would do ev¬ 
erything it takes to protect our country 
and people, without leading the public to 


expect miracles,” he said. “The other was 
to send a clear message to the Taliban: ‘If 
you want to talk, we’re ready. If you want to 
fight, we’re also ready.’” 

Ghani has made high-level shuffles in 
the past when crises struck, such as replac¬ 
ing generals after embarrassing insurgent 
breaches of highly secured bases. But this 
is the first time the president, long viewed 
as isolated and reliant on a small group of 
loyalists, has deliberately sought to bring 
in a mix of critics, competitors and loyal¬ 
ists. It created what Nadery called “a tight 
team of rivals.” 

By putting Saleh in charge of the nation¬ 
al police, Ghani hired a vocal and acerbic 
critic from the largest opposition party. At 
the same time, he named another former 
spy chief, Asadullah Khalid, as the new de¬ 
fense minister. He also persuaded Moham¬ 
mad Umer Daudzai, an influential former 
Cabinet minister and declared candidate 
for the presidency, to head the once-side- 
lined Afghan High Peace Council. 

“There is a sense now that things have be¬ 
come more united and coherent in Kabul,” 


said Davood Moradian, executive director 
of the Afghan Institute of Strategic Stud¬ 
ies, who has often disagreed with Ghani 
and his policies. “The Taliban strategy has 
been to divide and rule, but now people 
who may still differ with the government 
are saying it needs to be supported.” 

The appointments of Saleh and Khalid 
were intended in part to fill the void left 
by the October assassination of a powerful 
anti-Taliban police commander in Kanda¬ 
har, Gen. Abdul Raziq Achakzai, which 
stunned the government and deflated pub¬ 
lic morale. 

Both Saleh and Khalid were known as 
tough on the Taliban and highly critical 
of Pakistan’s alleged role in backing anti- 
Afghan attacks. Khalid had served as gov¬ 
ernor in Kandahar, where he was accused 
of brutality against Taliban prisoners a 
decade ago. He was severely injured in a 
Taliban assassination attempt in 2012. In 
his first statement as defense minister, he 
urged the armed forces to act “cruelly” 
against the insurgents. 

A retired army general and analyst, 


Attiqullah Amarkhail, said the twin ap¬ 
pointments might “boost the morale of the 
security forces and psychologically impact 
the Taliban too.” Ghani, he suggested, hopes 
to gain “an upper hand militarily so he can 
have a strong position in peace talks.” 

Ghani was also weakened by the abrupt 
departure of his ambitious national secu¬ 
rity adviser, Hanif Atmar, just as peace 
discussions were getting underway in Oc¬ 
tober. The president quickly replaced him 
with Hamdullah Mohib, 36, a protege with 
an academic background who had served 
as his ambassador in Washington for three 
years. 

Mohib, dismissed at first by critics as 
too young and inexperienced for the job, 
has taken on a low-profile but active role in 
persuading opponents from various politi¬ 
cal and ethnic factions to bolster a united 
push for peace rather than sniping for their 
own benefit or proposing a variety of com¬ 
peting agendas for negotiation. 

With presidential elections now slated 
for July, politics could still undermine that 
goal, however. 

“The greatest threat to our national se¬ 
curity is not the Taliban; it is the lack of 
social cohesion,” Mohib said in a recent in¬ 
terview, noting that Afghanistan has long 
been plagued by ethnic and factional rival¬ 
ries. “We are focusing on how to bring that 
cohesion back.” 

It is not enough to focus on stopping the 
fight, he added. “To reach peace and sta¬ 
bility in the future, there has to be a place 
inside the room for everyone to feel repre¬ 
sented,” he said. 

Although the Taliban continues to insist 
it will negotiate only with U.S. officials, 
many Afghans fear that could lead to a 
foreign withdrawal without an agreement 
on what will happen afterward. They feel 
strongly that such issues as how much 
power the extremist Taliban leaders will 
gain, and how much public freedom and 
rights will be preserved, should be settled 
by their own leaders. 

“There is no negotiating table without 
Afghans,” Mohib declared, noting that 
140,000 Afghans have already died in the 
war. “This country has to be in charge of 
its own future.” 
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NATION 


House Dems 
reject invite to 
shutdown talks 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


A man picks up garbage last month on the National Mall in Washington after the partial government 
shutdown, now in its fourth week, curtailed many services. 

Now in record fourth week, 
shutdown looms large in DC 


By Ashraf Khalil 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — No city ex¬ 
periences a shutdown quite like 
Washington. 

Besides the economic impact, a 
shutdown warps the nation’s capi¬ 
tal on a cultural, recreational and 
logistical level — touching every¬ 
body from garbage collectors to 
young parents, prospective new¬ 
lyweds to aspiring Eagle Scouts. 

The current partial shutdown, 
now in a record fourth week, has 
also provided a quiet boon for 
Mayor Muriel Bowser’s govern¬ 
ment, which rushed into the void 
to claim unprecedented new pow¬ 
ers while making a public show of 
literally cleaning up the federal 
government’s mess. 

The economic situation is, of 
course, brutal. Recent surveys 
estimate that the federal govern¬ 
ment directly employs more than 
364,000 people in the greater 
Washington area including north¬ 
ern Virginia and southern Mary¬ 
land. The District of Columbia 
alone — population 700,000 — 
contains more than 102,000 jobs 
in agencies that are now without 
appropriations funding. 

Deputy City Administrator 
Kevin Donahue made the analogy 
to the main plant shutting down 
in a factory town — with the sub¬ 
sequent knock-on effect through 
the service industries like restau¬ 
rants, food trucks, entertainment 
and taxis. 

“What keeps us up at night is 
not the work we know we have to 
do in weeks one and two,” Dona¬ 
hue said. It’s the unpredictable 
impacts of weeks four and five 
and onward, he said, with the 
potential for mass restaurant clo¬ 
sures or residents missing pay¬ 
ments on rent, mortgages, car 
loans or school fees. 

Most immediately, the shut¬ 
down created a logistical and pub¬ 
lic health problem. The district is 
riddled with National Park Ser¬ 
vice land, ranging from the Na¬ 


tional Mall to urban green spaces 
like Dupont Circle and dozens of 
neighborhood parks. 

Washington sanitation crews 
now empty the trash bins at 122 
separate NPS sites — three times 
a day in the case of the bins at the 
National Mall. It’s costing at least 
$54,000 per week in overtime, 
and Donahue said there’s a hand¬ 
shake agreement dating back to 
previous shutdowns that Wash¬ 
ington will be compensated when 
the government reopens. The 
NPS recently announced it would 
tap into other funds to resume its 
own trash pickup at some — but 
not all — of the Washington sites. 

“There’s a past practice of re¬ 
imbursement,” Donahue said. 
“But they don’t have a legal obli¬ 
gation to compensate us.” 

Given Washington’s tortured 
relationship with the federal gov¬ 
ernment, which can essentially 
alter or block any local law, city 
officials have seemingly relished 
the chance to highlight the ironies 
of the moment. They frequently 
claim they are treated by Con¬ 
gress as if they can’t handle their 
own affairs; now they’re taking 
over and covering for a dysfunc¬ 
tional central government. 

“When the federal government 
shuts down, we step up,” Bowser 
said during a Jan. 4 news confer¬ 
ence with Washington’s nonvoting 
congressional delegate, Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, to announce a re¬ 
newed push this year for district 
statehood. 

The shutdown cuts a cultural 
swath through the lives of city 
residents. The entire Smithson¬ 
ian network of museums, includ¬ 
ing the zoo, closed their doors 
about a week into the shutdown, 
and quasi-federal entities like the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts have severely 
cut back their hours. 

On a recent weekend, the usual 
Saturday morning kids’ drumming 
workshop at the BloomBars cul¬ 
tural center in Columbia Heights 


drew nearly triple the usual 
crowd, with parents and strollers 
lined halfway up the block in the 
rain. The reason: desperate par¬ 
ents searching for something to 
occupy their kids in a city where 
more than a dozen free museums 
and the zoo have been shuttered. 

“It happens every time,” said 
BloomBars founder John Cham¬ 
bers, who recalls an identical 
spike during the 16-day 2013 
shutdown. “But this time it feels 
like there’s more of a panic among 
people because [this shutdown] 
genuinely seems open-ended.” 

The district is littered with 
shutdown specials — offering 
furloughed federal employees 
discounts on everything from 
food and drink to live theater and 
medical marijuana. 

Examples of unexpected shut¬ 
down fallout are all around. High 
school senior Yosias Zelalem was 
all set to secure his Eagle Scout 
rank with a project to repair park 
benches along the Mount Vernon 
Trail. But his liaison at the NPS 
has been furloughed and the proj¬ 
ect is frozen. 

“I didn’t really think about it 
until New Year’s came and went,” 
said Zelalem, who needs to com¬ 
plete the project before he turns 
18 on March 27. “I honestly didn’t 
expect it to go on this long. Now 
everybody’s talking like this 
could go for months.” 

One of the more random side- 
effects of shutdown is the closure 
of the marriage bureau. 

Bowser told The Associated 
Press that even she was surprised 
to learn that local couples couldn’t 
get their marriage licenses be¬ 
cause Congress funds the local 
court system. Divorce proceed¬ 
ings, however, were unaffected. 

Bowser quickly tapped allies 
on the Council of the District of 
Columbia to pass emergency leg¬ 
islation called the Let Our Vows 
Endure, or LOVE, act, which 
granted her administration the 
right to issue marriage licenses. 


By Catherine Lucey 
and Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House ran quickly into the lim¬ 
its of trying to bypass Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi in shutdown negoti¬ 
ations when rank-and-file House 
Democrats declined an invitation 
to lunch Tuesday with President 
Donald Trump. 

The administration is trying 
to peel off Democratic support 
for Trump’s demand for border 
wall money and negotiate direct¬ 
ly with centrist lawmakers and 
some newly elected freshmen, 
including those in districts where 
Trump is popular. 

Pelosi gave her blessing for 
lawmakers to accept the White 
House invitation, but White 
House Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders said “unfortunately” no 
Democrats accepted. 

The White House did not im¬ 
mediately say which Democrats 
were invited, and several fresh¬ 
men Democrats contacted by The 
Associated Press said they had 
not received an invitation. One 
centrist Democrat said the ad¬ 
ministration strategy was “grasp¬ 
ing at straws.” 

Sanders said the president 
would be dining instead with 
nine Republicans. “The president 
looks forward to having a working 
lunch with House Republicans to 
solve the border crisis and reopen 
the government,” Sanders said. 

The outreach was a shift for the 
White House as the shutdown is 
now in its 25th day, with no reso¬ 
lution in sight. 

House Democrats announced 
they would cancel their district 
work period next week and have 
lawmakers remain in Washington 
amid the shutdown stalemate. 

Pelosi had approved of lawmak¬ 
ers attending the meeting, telling 
her team that the group can see 
what she and others have been 
dealing with in trying to negotiate 
with Trump to end the shutdown. 

Pelosi predicted that after 
meeting with Trump the lawmak¬ 
ers will want to make a “citizen’s 
arrest,” according to the aide, 
who wasn’t authorized to publicly 
discuss the meeting and spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Lawmakers invited to the White 
House include centrist Demo¬ 
crats from districts where Trump 
is popular, including freshmen. 

Rep. Jim Cooper, D-Tenn., said 
he attended a meeting of fellow 
centrist Democrats on Monday 
night and that a handful of mem¬ 
bers, most of whom represent 
districts Trump carried in 2016, 
were invited. 

Rep. Jim Himes, of Connecti¬ 
cut, another centrist Democrat, 
said the White House is “grasp¬ 


ing at straws.” 

“The majority of Americans 
understand exactly what is hap¬ 
pening here,” he said. “The presi¬ 
dent could open the government 
tomorrow and he refuses to. We’re 
very conscious of the fact that this 
is a bully and when you allow him 
to succeed by holding the govern¬ 
ment hostage you can expect to 
see that play run again.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said on the Senate 
floor that it’s up to Democrats to 
get the country off the “political 
carousel” of the shutdown fight. 
The Kentucky Republican said 
Democrats have turned Trump’s 
wall into “something evil” and 
have engaged in “acrobatic con¬ 
tortions” to avoid dealing with the 
security and humanitarian crisis 
at the southern border. 

With the government shutdown 
now in its fourth week, negotia¬ 
tions between the White House 
and Congress are at a standstill. 
Trump has demanded $5.7 billion 
for the border wall; Democrats 
are refusing but are offering 
money for fencing and other bor¬ 
der security measures. 

Trump has rejected a short¬ 
term legislative fix and dug in 
for more combat, declaring he 
would “never ever back down.” 
The president also edged farther 
away from the idea of trying to 
declare a national emergency to 
circumvent Congress. 

“I’m not looking to call a na¬ 
tional emergency,” Trump said 
Monday. “This is so simple we 
shouldn’t have to.” 

Congressional Republicans 
were watching Trump for a signal 
for how to move next, and Demo¬ 
crats have not budged from their 
refusal to fund the wall and their 
demand that he reopen govern¬ 
ment before border talks resume. 

House Democrats plan to hold 
votes this week on legislation that 
would reopen the government 
into February, but Republicans 
are rejecting those bills out of 
hand. Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., called the 
votes “political theater” and said 
the legislation will not pass the 
Senate. 

In addition to the White House 
outreach to centrist House Dem¬ 
ocrats, about a dozen senators 
from both parties met Monday 
to discuss ways out of the shut¬ 
down gridlock. Participants in¬ 
cluded Sens. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C.; Susan Collins, R-Maine; 
Joe Manchin, D-W.Va.; and Tim 
Kaine, D-Va. 

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
said McConnell was aware of 
the group’s effort but added, “I 
wouldn’t go so far as to say he’s 
blessed it.” The odds of the group 
producing a solution without 
Trump’s approval seemed slim. 
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EPA referrals for 
criminal action 
hit 30-year low 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — The Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agency hit 
a 30-year low in 2018 in the num¬ 
ber of pollution cases it referred 
for criminal prosecution, Justice 
Department data show. 

EPA said in a statement that it 
is directing “its resources to the 
most significant and impactful 
cases.” 

But the 166 cases referred for 
prosecution in the last fiscal year 
is the lowest number since 1988, 
when Ronald Reagan was presi¬ 
dent and 151 cases were referred, 
according to Justice Department 
data obtained by the nonprofit 
Public Employees for Environ¬ 
mental Responsibility advocacy 
group and released Tuesday. 

“You don’t get closer to the core 
of EPA’s mission than enforcing 
the law,” Jeff Ruch, PEER’S exec¬ 
utive director, told The Associat¬ 
ed Press. “We’re reaching levels 
where the enforcement program 
is lacking a pulse.” 

EPA efforts to prosecute pollut¬ 
ers reached 592 criminal refer¬ 
rals under President Bill Clinton 
in 1998. Criminal referrals have 
been on a downward trajectory 
since then, especially under the 
Trump administration. 

A supporter of deregulation, 
President Donald Trump as a 
candidate called for doing away 
with all but “little tidbits” of the 
federal environmental agency. 

Asked for comment, EPA 
spokesman John Konkus pointed 
to the civil settlement of about 
$800 million with Fiat Chrysler 
over claims the automaker rigged 
its diesel-powered Ram and Jeep 
vehicles to cheat on emissions 
tests. 

The agency said its actions in 


fiscal year 2018 led polluters and 
potential polluters to take care of 
809 million pounds of waste and 
pollutants, a 40 percent increase 
from 2017. 

EPA referrals resulted in 62 
federal convictions in fiscal year 
2018, the fewest since 1995. 

Scott Pruitt was the agency’s 
head for most of fiscal year 2018, 
resigning in July amid ethics 
scandals over his spending and 
allegations of favor-seeking in 
office. Pruitt rankled many by 
insisting on an unusual round- 
the-clock security detail, which 
required drawing agency special 
agents from regional offices for 
stints guarding him. 

Andrew Wheeler, whose nomi¬ 
nation to succeed Pruitt as the 
agency’s chief goes before a 
Senate committee Wednesday, 
stopped the 24-hour guard when 
he was named Pruitt’s acting 
replacement. 

Congress in 1990 mandated 
that the agency’s Criminal Inves¬ 
tigation Division deploy at least 
200 special agents. 

PEER said the number had 
fallen to 140 special agents by last 
April. 

“They’re being gutted,” said 
Michael Hubbard, a former spe¬ 
cial agent who led the EPA’s 
Criminal Investigation Division 
regional office in Boston. 

With so few EPA special agents 
to investigate polluters around 
the country, “as leads come in, 
they can’t be followed up on,” 
Hubbard said. “You end up say¬ 
ing ‘no’ to potential leads rou¬ 
tinely because you just don’t have 
the wherewithal to investigate 
them.” 



Susan Walsh/AP 


Guests attending a reception for the college football champion Clemson Tigers grab fast-food 
sandwiches in the State Dining Room of the White House on Monday. 


Trump’s fast-food feast for Clemson 
brings roasting from late-night hosts 


By Laurie Kellman 
and Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Junk food for athletes? Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s offer of greasy burgers and 
fries to the college football champion Clemson Ti¬ 
gers brought a roasting from late-night TV hosts. 

Trump, a fast-food lover, said he paid for the meal 
himself because of the partial government shut¬ 
down, which has led to furloughs among federal 
workers, including at the White House. 

Otherwise, he joked, first lady Melania Trump 
and Karen Pence, Vice President Mike Pence’s 
wife, would be making salads. 

“I had a choice. Do we have no food for you be¬ 
cause we have a shutdown?” Trump told the team 
gathered Monday in the White House East Room. 
“Or do we give you some little quick salads that the 
first lady will make, along with the second lady. 
They’ll make some salads. And I said, ‘You guys 
aren’t into salads.’ 

“Or do I go out... do I go out and send out for about 
1,000 hamburgers, Big Macs,” Trump said. 

Late-night TV hosts ridiculed the president, with 
NBC’s Seth Meyers joking, in a Trumpian voice: 
“Normally I would have a salad for dinner on Mon¬ 
day, but they told me they only eat every fast food.” 

Stephen Colbert of CBS asked whether Trump 
was “just projecting your favorite foods onto them.” 


The fast-food feast apparently startled some of the 
players. Clemson offensive lineman Matt Bockhorst 
tweeted “I mean you’re not just gonna NOT eat the 
Big Macs stacked in a pile right?” 

Some Twitter users criticized the president for 
serving such food to college athletes, whose diets 
are strictly controlled by nutritionists. However, 
others tweeted they thought the menu was just right 
for college students. 

Trump appeared to defend his decision Tuesday 
in a tweet about how quickly the food was eaten. 

“Great being with the National Champion Clem¬ 
son Tigers last night at the White House. Because 
of the Shutdown I served them massive amounts of 
Fast Food (I paid), over 1000 hamberders etc. With¬ 
in one hour, it was all gone. Great guys and big eat¬ 
ers!” he wrote. 

Silver trays held stacks of wrapped burgers from 
Wendy’s. Also offered were boxed burgers from 
McDonald’s, including Big Macs. White House cups 
bearing the presidential seal held the fries. 

Pizzas also were on the menu. Silver bowls held the 
condiments, and stacks of white plates sat nearby. 

Spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
much of the staff in the White House residence has 
been furloughed because of the shutdown “so the 
president is personally paying for the event to be ca¬ 
tered with some of everyone’s favorite fast foods.” 
The White House did not provide the cost. 


Focus on border puts spotlight on Border Patrol union leader 


By Richard Lardner 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Brandon 
Judd, president of the union that 
represents thousands of border 
patrol agents, has flipped the 
axiom that there are no winners 
in a government shutdown. 

His proximity to President 
Donald Trump has elevated the 
union leader’s profile while bur¬ 
nishing the image of the U.S. Bor¬ 
der Patrol, a backwater in prior 
administrations when compared 
with other federal law enforce¬ 
ment agencies such as the FBI 
and Secret Service. 


At the 

same time, 
Judd, presi¬ 
dent of the 
National 
Border Pa¬ 
trol Council, 
has helped 
to validate 
Trump’s 
fiery im¬ 

migration 
rhetoric and affirm his conviction 
that a wall at the southern border 
is urgently needed to stop what 
they’ve described as a humani¬ 
tarian crisis. 

A 21-year Border Patrol veter¬ 


an currently posted in Montana, 
Judd has been a staunch ally 
since the Border Patrol Council 
endorsed Trump for president 
in late March 2016 — its first en¬ 
dorsement of a White House can¬ 
didate. He appeared at Trump’s 
side earlier this month in the 
White House briefing room and 
joined the president during his 
visit last week to McAllen, Texas, 
a city in the Rio Grande Valley 
where illegal border crossings 
have surged. 

At the White House, Trump 
introduced Judd as a friend and 
nodded approvingly as the union 
president declared that “walls 


work.” The impromptu appear¬ 
ance forced Kevin McAleenan, 
commissioner of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, to sudden¬ 
ly cancel a press conference that 
was about to start at the agency’s 
headquarters a few blocks away. 

Doris Meissner, commissioner 
of the U.S. Immigration and Nat¬ 
uralization Service during the 
Clinton administration, said it was 
striking to see Judd in the White 
House briefing room with Trump 
instead of the homeland security 
officials responsible for carrying 
out the president’s agenda. 

“That is just not the way the 
government is supposed to run,” 


said Meissner, a senior fellow at 
the bipartisan Migration Policy 
Institute. 

When Judd became president 
of the Border Patrol Council in 
March 2013, the union had near¬ 
ly 14,600 members. There are 
12,451 now, he said, out of a pos¬ 
sible 13,889 agents — an 89 per¬ 
cent membership rate. 

When calculated against em¬ 
ployee data maintained by the 
U.S. Office of Personnel Manage¬ 
ment, the rate drops to 73 percent. 
But Judd said the OPM numbers 
are out of date. 

The personnel office is closed 
because of the shutdown. 



Judd 
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Fight for a liquor license leads to high court 



Karen Pulfer Focht/AP 


Doug Ketchum and his wife, Mary, pose with their daughter, Stacie, at their Memphis 
liquor store, Kimbrough Wine & Spirits. The U.S. Supreme Court this week is set to 
hear their dispute over Tennessee’s residency requirements for liquor store owners. 


By Adrian Sainz and Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Doug and Mary 
Ketchum chose Memphis as a place to live 
with their disabled adult daughter because 
it has clearer air than their former home 
in Utah. 

That was the easy part. Their decision to 
support themselves by buying a liquor store 
has been considerably more complicated, 
and it is at the heart of a Supreme Court 
case that is being argued Wednesday. 

The Ketchums say Tennessee makes it 
almost impossible for someone to break 
into the liquor business from out of state. 
They contend, and lower courts have 
agreed, that Tennessee law forcing people 
to live in the state for two years to get a li¬ 
cense to sell alcohol and 10 years to renew 
a license is unconstitutional because it dis¬ 
criminates against out-of-state interests. 

The state’s association of liquor sellers, 
backed by 35 states and the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, relies on the constitutional amend¬ 
ment that ended the Prohibition era in the 
United States to defend the two-year resi¬ 
dency requirement. The 21st Amendment 
also left states with considerable power to 
regulate the sale of alcohol. Tennessee has 
essentially stopped defending the residen¬ 
cy requirements, and not even the retail¬ 
ers’ group is defending the longer renewal 
provision. 

The arguments at the court will focus 
on provisions of the Constitution. To the 
Ketchums, however, the case is more 
personal. 

Stacie Ketchum, 32, has cerebral palsy. 
She suffered a bad case of pneumonia in 
2015 that doctors attributed to the air qual¬ 
ity where they were living in Utah, her fa¬ 
ther said. A cold air “inversion” holds all 
the smog in the valley where they lived, he 
said. 


One of her lungs collapsed and filled 
with fluid, he said. 

“We thought we were going to lose her a 
couple of times during that six weeks she 
was in the hospital,” Doug Ketchum said. 
“The doctors told us she needed a better 
environment. We needed to get her some¬ 
place where there was clearer air, clearer 
water, probably a warmer climate, if we 
expect her to live another year or so.” 

The family looked for a new place to live. 


Ketchum, a network engineer, sent out re¬ 
sumes but received few responses. He did 
come across a broker on the internet who 
finds businesses for people. He did some 
research and found Kimbrough Wines & 
Spirits, a liquor store located on the ground 
floor of an apartment building in a com¬ 
mercial area east of downtown Memphis. 

Mary Ketchum is a wine connoisseur, 
and they thought it would be “kind of fun” 
to own a liquor store. 


The Ketchums liked the foliage and the 
friendliness of people in Memphis. They 
now own Kimbrough and are selling liquor 
with a license granted to them in April 
2017 after the law was first struck down. 

“Although we are running it, we’ve had 
a lot of challenges with it, just because of 
the lawsuit and all the baggage that comes 
along with that,” said Doug Ketchum, who 
works a second job as a network engineer 
for an elevator company. 

Health care workers help their daugh¬ 
ter at home during the day while the Ket¬ 
chums are at work. 

“Our hope was that when we got the li¬ 
quor store, that we would have a lot more 
time and a little more flexibility with our 
work schedule so that we could spend more 
time with her,” Doug Ketchum said. 

The liquor license ordeal has negatively 
affected their family life, he said. “I can’t 
tell you the last time we had a date by our¬ 
selves,” he said. 

Stacie’s health has generally improved 
since they moved, though she once con¬ 
tracted pneumonia, her father said. 

The family is being represented by a lib¬ 
ertarian public interest law firm, the Insti¬ 
tute for Justice, that often takes on cases 
in which people challenge regulations the 
institute believes exist mainly to discour¬ 
age competition. Another liquor store, part 
of a national chain with nearly 200 stores 
in 23 states, also is part of the case. 

In 2005, the justices ruled 5-4 that state 
laws must treat wineries equally regard¬ 
less of their location. The ruling struck 
down laws in New York and Michigan as 
discriminatory because they allowed in¬ 
state wineries, but not out-of-state busi¬ 
nesses, to ship directly to consumers. 

Critics of the earlier ruling said the court 
had deprived states of the ability to control 
alcohol within their borders. 


Iowa Rep. King off 
House committees 
after race remarks 


Judge voids Ala. law that 
cites free speech to protect 
Confederate monuments 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Veteran Re¬ 
publican Rep. Steve King will be 
blocked from committee assign¬ 
ments for the next two years after 
lamenting that white supremacy 
and white nationalism have be¬ 
come offensive terms. 

King, in his ninth term repre¬ 
senting Iowa, will not be given 
committee assignments in the 
Congress that began this month, 
House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy said Monday night. 
King served on the Agriculture, 
Small Business and Judiciary 
committees in the last Congress, 
and he chaired Judiciary’s sub¬ 
committee on the Constitution 
and Civil Justice. 

McCarthy, R-Calif., called 
King’s remarks “beneath the dig¬ 
nity of the Party of Lincoln and 
the United States of America.” 

King’s comments “call into 
question whether he will treat 
all Americans equally, without 
regard for race and ethnicity,” 
McCarthy said, adding: “House 
Republicans are clear: We are all 
in this together, as fellow citizens 


equal before God and the law.” 

The action by the GOP steering 
committee came after King and 
McCarthy met Monday to discuss 
the remarks on white supremacy, 
the latest in a yearslong pattern 
of racially insensitive remarks by 
King. 

King called McCarthy’s deci¬ 
sion to remove him from com¬ 
mittees “a political decision that 
ignores the truth.” He vowed to 
“continue to point out the truth 
and work with all the vigor that 
I have to represent 4th District 
Iowans for at least the next two 
years.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell denounced King ear¬ 
lier Monday, saying, “There is no 
place in the Republican Party, 
the Congress or the country for 
an ideology of racial supremacy 
of any kind.” 

Meanwhile, House Democrats 
moved to formally punish King. 
Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., the 
third-ranking House Democrat 
and the highest-ranking black 
member of Congress, introduced 
a formal resolution of disapproval 
late Monday. 



Rep. Steve King, R-lowa, will 
be blocked from committee 
assignments for the next two 
years over remarks he made 
supporting white supremacy and 
white nationalism. 

Invoking the memory of the 
late Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. — who would have turned 90 
Tuesday — Clyburn called on col¬ 
leagues from both parties “to join 
me in breaking the deafening si¬ 
lence and letting our resounding 
condemnation be heard.” 

Rep. Bobby Rush, D-Ill., said 
he will introduce a censure reso¬ 
lution, a more serious action by 
the House, that Rush said would 
announce to the world that Con¬ 
gress has no home for “repugnant 
and racist behavior.” 

“As with any animal that is 
rabid, Steve King should be set 
aside and isolated,” Rush said 
Monday. 


Associated Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A 
judge has overturned an Alabama 
law meant to prevent the removal 
of Confederate monuments from 
public property, ruling the act in¬ 
fringed on the rights of citizens in 
a mostly black city who are “re¬ 
pulsed” by the memorial. 

The 10-page ruling issued late 
Monday by Jefferson County 
Circuit Judge Michael Graffeo 
said a 2017 state law barring the 
removal or alteration of histori¬ 
cal monuments wrongly violated 
the free speech rights of local 
communities. 

The law can’t be enforced, Graf¬ 
feo ruled, but the state could still 
appeal. The attorney general’s of¬ 
fice had no immediate response 
to an email seeking comment 
Tuesday. 

The state sued the city of Bir¬ 
mingham after officials tried to 
remove a 52-foot-tall tall obelisk 
that was erected to honor Con¬ 
federate veterans in a downtown 
park in 1905. Rather than top¬ 
pling the stone marker, the city 
built a wooden box around it. 

Birmingham’s population of 
210,000 is more than 70 percent 
black, and the judge said it was 


indisputable that most citizens 
are “repulsed” by the memorial. 
He rejected the state’s claims 
that lawmakers had the power 
to protect historical monuments 
statewide. 

The law includes a $25,000 
penalty for removing or altering 
a historical monument, but the 
judge said the penalty was uncon¬ 
stitutional. The city hasn’t had to 
pay while the lawsuit worked its 
way through court. 

The ruling came hours after 
the inauguration of Republican 
Gov. Kay Ivey, who signed the 
law and opened her campaign 
last year with a commercial that 
prominently showed Confederate 
monuments. 

“We can’t change or erase our 
history, but here in Alabama we 
know something that Washington 
doesn’t. To get where we are going 
means understanding where we 
have been,” Ivey said in the ad. 

Supporters of the law contend it 
protects not just Confederate me¬ 
morials but all historical markers, 
but rebel memorials have been 
an issue nationwide since a white 
supremacist gunman killed nine 
worshippers in a black church in 
Charleston, S.C., in 2015. 
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Cops: Angry Eagles fan 
attacked girlfriend and 
put dog in microwave 



Richard Tsong-Taatarii, (Minneapolis) Star Tribune/AP 

Jake Thomas Patterson, right, makes his first appearance on video before Judge James Babler at the 
Barron County Justice Center in Barron, Wis., on Monday. Patterson has been charged in the kidnapping 
of a 13-year-old girl and the slaying of her parents. 

Complaint: Suspect kept 
Wisconsin girl under bed 


By Manuel Gamiz Jr. 

The (Allentown, Pa.) Morning Call 

Upset about the Philadelphia 
Eagles playoff loss on Sunday, a 
31-year-old woman attacked her 
girlfriend inside their room at the 
Best Western hotel in Hanover 
Township, Pa., and placed the 
girlfriend’s dog inside a micro- 
wave, according to court records. 

Kirsten J. Gaskins, of Phila¬ 
delphia, was charged with simple 
assault, harassment, cruelty to 
animals and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. She was ar¬ 
raigned by District Judge Robert 
Hawke and released on $20,000 
unsecured bail. 

According to a criminal 
complaint: 

Colonial Regional police were 
dispatched at 9:40 p.m. Sunday 
to the hotel at 300 Gateway Drive 
and spoke to a woman who said 
she had just got into an argument 
and fight with her girlfriend. Po¬ 
lice could see blood on the wom¬ 
an’s left ear and a cut on her nose 
and left cheek. 

The woman said she and Gas¬ 
kins were staying at the hotel as 
a getaway, but Gaskins got drunk 
and began yelling at her about the 
Eagles’ playoff loss to the New 
Orleans Saints. 


By Danica Coto 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A 
federal control board that over¬ 
sees Puerto Rico’s finances is 
asking a court to invalidate more 
than $6 billion worth of debt is¬ 
sued by the U.S. territory, a move 
that would hit bondholders. 

The board said late Monday 
the debt includes all general ob¬ 
ligation bonds that were issued 
in 2012 and 2014 in “clear viola¬ 
tion” of debt limits established 
by Puerto Rico’s Constitution. 
A group of unsecured creditors 
that joined the motion also said 
the debt violates balanced bud¬ 
get requirements because the 
money was used to finance deficit 
spending. 

If a federal judge agrees with 
the allegations, bondholders 
would lose their investments. 

The board’s findings come 
after a lengthy investigation that 
began in September 2017 of all 
debt issued by Puerto Rico and its 
connection to the island’s current 
fiscal crisis. 

“This really is a milestone,” 
Puerto Rico economist Jose Cara¬ 
ballo told The Associated Press 
on Tuesday. 

“It is perhaps the board’s 
best move in its two years of 
existence.” 

It is unclear when a judge 
would rule on the board’s motion, 


The woman said Gaskins began 
to push her, and she pushed her 
back so she could get away. 

The woman said Gaskins 
pushed her hard enough to knock 
her down, and when she was on 
the floor, Gaskins got on top of her 
and began hitting her in the face. 
The woman said she scratched 
Gaskins on the face and was able 
to get away. 

During the argument, Gaskins 
told the woman that if she left the 
room, she would kill her dog in 
the room with them. 

Gaskins fled before police 
arrived. 

While police and hotel security 
were talking to the woman, Gas¬ 
kins returned and told the woman 
to get her stuff from the room be¬ 
cause they were leaving. 

Gaskins refused to talk to po¬ 
lice. She was taken into custody 
on the assault charges, and police 
found a marijuana grinder in her 
jacket pocket. 

Police went to the hotel room 
and checked the microwave and 
found a white Pomeranian dog 
inside. 

The microwave was not turned 
on and the dog was unharmed, but 
the oven was too small for the dog 
to stand or turn around and there 
was limited ventilation inside. 


but Caraballo said it gives the 
government bargaining power, 
noting that Detroit made a simi¬ 
lar move during its bankruptcy. 
He said those who bought general 
obligation bonds during that time 
might accept a big cut instead of 
risking a total loss. 

Caraballo said the majority of 
them are hedge funds, not indi¬ 
vidual investors. 

“It was a very speculative emis¬ 
sion,” he said. “They ran the risk 
of lending to a government they 
knew was in trouble and ignored 
the margin established in the 
Constitution.” 

No government officials have 
been accused of issuing debt 
above the limits established in 
Puerto Rico’s Constitution. 

The island’s now-defunct Gov¬ 
ernment Development Bank, 
which issued loans and oversaw 
debt transactions, ceased opera¬ 
tions in March amid a 12-year 
recession. 

Puerto Rico is trying to re¬ 
structure a portion of its more 
than $70 billion in public debt. A 
federal judge is scheduled to hold 
a two-day hearing within days 
on a major debt restructuring 
case involving bonds backed by a 
sales-and-use tax. 

Puerto Rico’s government an¬ 
nounced in June 2015 that it was 
unable to repay its debts and de¬ 
clared a form of bankruptcy in 
May 2017. 


By Amy Forliti 
and Todd Richmond 

Associated Press 

BARRON, Wis. — For nearly 
three months, prosecutors say, 13- 
year-old Jayme Closs was forced 
to hide in a 2V2-foot space beneath 
her kidnapper’s bed, going with¬ 
out food, water or a bathroom for 
hours, too terrified to flee from 
a man she knew had fatally shot 
both of her parents. 

But when Jake Thomas Pat¬ 
terson left the remote cabin on 
the 88th day of her captivity, she 
finally made a break for free¬ 
dom, authorities said. She put on 
Patterson’s sneakers so hastily 
that they ended up on the wrong 
feet. After a neighbor called 911, 
Patterson was soon captured as 
he drove around the rural area 
searching for her. 

“She’s 13 years old, and if you 
read the criminal complaint, you 
can see the amount of control 
that he was exerting over her,” 
Barron County District Attorney 
Brian Wright said. “And at some 
point, she found it within herself 
at 13 years old to say, ‘I’m going 
to get myself out of this situation.’ 
I think it’s incredible.” 

The complaint filed Monday of¬ 
fered the most detailed account 
yet of the attack on the Closs cou¬ 
ple and the cruel conditions under 
which their daughter was held. 

Patterson, 21, was charged Mon¬ 
day with two counts of intentional 
homicide, one count of kidnapping 
and one count of armed burglary. 
A judge set his bail at $5 million 
cash. Prosecutors say more charg¬ 
es could come later. 

The murder charges are each 
punishable by life in prison, and 
the kidnapping charge carries 
a maximum term of 40 years. 
Wisconsin doesn’t have the death 
penalty. 


His defense attorneys, Charles 
Glynn and Richard Jones, have 
said they might seek a change of 
venue. 

“It’s been an emotional time 
for this community and a difficult 
time for this community. We don’t 
take that lightly. But we have a 
job to do in protecting our client,” 
Jones said. 

Patterson’s relatives, includ¬ 
ing his father, Patrick, declined 
to comment after his initial court 
hearing. 

The suspect grew up an hour 
north of Barron, which is about 
90 miles northeast of Minne¬ 
apolis. He graduated from high 
school in May 2015 and joined 
the Marines. He lasted a month 
before he washed out after failing 
to meet “expectations and stan¬ 
dards,” a Marine spokeswoman 
said. She did not elaborate. 

According to the complaint: 

Patterson was working at a 
cheese factory west of Barron 
when he stopped behind a school 
bus on his way to work and saw 
Jayme getting on. He decided 
then that she “was the girl he was 
going to take.” 

He made two trips to her home 
meaning to kidnap her but broke 
off both attempts because he 
thought too many people were 
at the house. He returned to the 
home a third time on Oct. 15. 

Dressed almost entirely in 
black and wearing a face mask 
and gloves, he armed himself 
with a shotgun. He told detectives 
he attached stolen license plates 
to his car so police would not be 
able to track him. He disabled the 
dome light, removed a cord that 
allowed the trunk to be opened 
from inside and coasted down the 
Closs driveway with his lights off 
just before 1 a.m. 

Jayme told police that her dog 
began to bark. She woke her par¬ 


ents. Her father went to the front 
door while she and her mother 
hid in the bathroom, hugging 
each other in the bathtub with the 
shower curtain pulled closed. 

Hearing a shotgun blast, Jayme 
said she knew her father was 
dead. Patterson told investiga¬ 
tors he shot James Closs through 
the front door, then blew the lock 
apart with a second blast. 

He battered down the door to 
the bathroom, then pulled out 
a roll of black duct tape and de¬ 
manded Denise Closs tape her 
daughter’s mouth shut. When De¬ 
nise struggled to do it, he took the 
tape from her and did it himself. 
He taped the girl’s hands behind 
her back and taped her ankles to¬ 
gether, pulled her out of the bath¬ 
room and then shot her mother in 
the head, the complaint said. 

The entire attack took four 
minutes, he said, according to the 
complaint. 

Patterson dragged Jayme out¬ 
side, nearly slipping in the blood 
on the floor. He pulled her across 
the yard and threw her in his 
trunk. Squad cars racing to the 
Closs residence passed him on the 
highway. Jayme told police she 
could hear the sirens. He told de¬ 
tectives he would have opened fire 
if officers had tried to stop him. 

He took her to his cabin in Gor¬ 
don, a township of 645 people in 
thickly forested Douglas County. 
He told police he ordered a weep¬ 
ing Jayme to strip and dress in his 
sister’s pajamas, saying he had to 
get rid of the evidence. He then 
threw her clothes into a fireplace 
in the cabin’s basement. 

It’s unclear what Patterson may 
have done to her over the months 
she spent in the cabin. Prosecu¬ 
tors have not charged him with 
sexual assault. 


Board seeks to invalidate 
$6B of Puerto Rico’s debt 
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VETERANS _ 

VA head calls union's comments 'reckless' 

Wilkie rebukes idea that partial shutdown could lead to veteran suicides among those affected 



You should know how harmful this stereotype is to 
veterans. That is why I was disappointed to see one 
of the [AFGE] presidents ... going so far as to exploit 
the real tragedy of veteran suicide to make political 
arguments about the partial government shutdown, f 

Robert Wilkie 

Department of Veterans Affairs secretary 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The secre¬ 
tary of the Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs is rebuking the 
idea that the partial government 
shutdown, now stretching into its 
fourth week, could lead to sui¬ 
cides among veterans who are af¬ 
fected by it. 

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 
sent a letter Monday to J. David 
Cox, the president of American 
Federation of Government Em¬ 
ployees, calling the notion “pre¬ 
posterous.” He sent it in response 
to members of AFGE, a federal 
union, citing concerns about the 
financial instability created by 
the shutdown leading to mental 
health problems for veterans, and 
possibly suicides. 

“You should know how harm¬ 
ful this stereotype is to veterans,” 
Wilkie wrote. “That is why I was 
surprised and disappointed to 
see one of the [AFGE] presidents 
pushing the ‘veteran as victim’ 
myth and going so far as to ex¬ 
ploit the real tragedy of veteran 
suicide to make political argu¬ 
ments about the partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown.” 

Wilkie specifically referred to 
Ed Canales, an Army veteran who 
retired from the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons and is now a veteran 
liaison officer with AFGE. Cana¬ 
les represents veterans working 
in all Bureau of Prisons facilities 
west of the Mississippi River. 


Last week, Canales told Stars 
and Stripes he was worried about 
the mental health of the correc¬ 
tions officers who are working 
without pay during the shutdown. 
Canales said he had referred 
three veterans to the Veterans 
Crisis Line and in one case drove 
to a worker’s home to ensure he 
was OK. 

“I pray every day I don’t get that 
phone call from any of my people 
that they lost a vet because of the 
hardships being brought upon 
them,” Canales said. 

Based on data from the Office of 
Personnel Management, veterans 
make up about 31 percent of the 
federal workforce. About 155,000 
veterans work at the agencies af¬ 
fected by the shutdown, and of 
those veterans, nearly 50,000 
have a VA disability rating, the 
data show. 

Because they received advance 
appropriations, the VA and De¬ 
fense Department are not directly 
affected by the shutdown. The de¬ 


partments with the highest num¬ 
ber of veterans affected by the 
shutdown are Homeland Securi¬ 
ty, the Department of Justice and 
Department of Transportation. 

Canales told ABC News on 
Wednesday: “If this shutdown 
does not stop, we are going to have 
fatalities. We’re going to have 
suicides.” 

Wilkie called the comments 
“disgraceful” and “reckless” and 
said Canales was using veterans 
as political pawns. He asked Cox 
for a public apology and “to out¬ 
line the steps you plan to take to 
ensure AFGE leaders demon¬ 
strate proper respect for our na¬ 
tion’s heroes.” 

Cox responded Monday to Wilk¬ 
ie’s letter, criticizing President 
Donald Trump’s administration 
for leaving veterans employed by 
the federal government “out in 
the cold.” 

“Financial pressures expe¬ 
rienced by working people are 
apparently not something this ad¬ 


ministration either understands 
or cares about,” Cox said in a 
statement. 

Heather O’Beirne Kelly, the 
director of military and veterans 
health policy with the American 
Psychological Association, argued 
Monday it wasn’t wrong to point 
out veterans, as well as others, are 
at heightened risk for self-harm 
when facing economic hardship. 
Negative life stressors, such as di¬ 
vorce, loss of a job and financial 
instability, are correlated with 
death by suicide, she said. 

The unions were being “pro¬ 
active,” Kelly said, and Wilkie’s 
criticism was “not in line with 
his department’s public health 
approach to veteran suicide pre¬ 
vention, in which we recognize 
we need to attend to negative life 
stressors before they become 
crises...It doesn’t mean we think 
they’re fragile, that all veterans 
are victims.” 

William Attig, executive direc¬ 
tor of the Union Veterans Council, 


which is part of AFGE, told Stars 
and Stripes last week that he was 
worried about the mental health 
of veterans dealing with effects 
of the shutdown. Attig began re¬ 
ceiving emails and calls the day 
after the shutdown began, and 
he’s since heard hundreds of sto¬ 
ries from veterans either already 
financially struggling or worried 
they will be soon, he said. 

Many federal workers missed 
their first paychecks Friday. 

“The words ‘stress,’ ‘anxiety,’ 
‘hopelessness,’ feeling betrayed 
— that’s what we’re hearing from 
our members,” Attig said. 

In his letter, Wilkie cited statis¬ 
tics about veterans volunteering 
and voting at higher rates than 
the rest of the population. He also 
noted the veteran unemployment 
rate is consistently lower than the 
national average. 

“It’s not mutually exclusive 
to be a brilliant civic asset ca¬ 
pable of leading military teams 
and integrating well into society, 
and when experiencing financial 
hardship to deal with stress,” 
Kelly argued. 

She has been encouraging 
people to do “buddy checks” on 
veterans, as well as anybody else, 
affected by the shutdown. 

“Sweep in with money, food 
and attention, because people 
don’t ask,” Kelly said. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Vets group switches strategy for a Democratic-led House 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A conservative-lean¬ 
ing veterans group that gained influence 
under President Donald Trump’s adminis¬ 
tration announced its new strategy Tuesday 
to protect its efforts to reform the Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs now that Demo¬ 
crats control the House. 

Concerned Veterans for America, an 
advocacy group funded by conservative 
billionaires Charles and David Koch, has 
pushed for an aggressive expansion of vet¬ 
erans’ health care into the private sector, 
as well as a faster process to fire VA work¬ 
ers. The group made strides on both issues 
since the beginning of 2017, with Trump 
touting them as major successes for veter¬ 
ans. Now, they’re concerned the policy ini¬ 
tiatives could be undone. 

“Over the past two years, we’ve had a lot 
of success passing reforms, like the VA Ac¬ 
countability Act and the Mission Act, that 
we’ve long-supported,” said Dan Caldwell, 
executive director of Concerned Veterans 
for America. “We’re switching to defense, 
ensuring those are properly implemented 
and not rolled back by policy adversaries in 
Congress. That’s a new posture for us.” 

On Tuesday, the group released its leg¬ 
islative priorities for 2019, the first being 
to steer implementation of the VA Mission 
Act, a major reform bill that aims to shift 
billions of dollars for veterans’ health care 
to private medical facilities. 

The legislation upends the Veterans 


Choice Program, which allows veterans 
to seek private-sector care when they live 
more than 40 miles driving distance from 
a VA facility or are estimated to wait longer 
than 30 days for a VA appointment. Think¬ 
ing those rules too rigid, Congress passed 
the Mission Act to establish new standards 
for when veterans can go outside the VA for 
their care. 

The new law gave the VA secretary broad 
authority over the new access standards. 

The new system for private-sector care 
must be in place in June, yet few details 
have been made public. Veterans groups 
and lawmakers on both sides of the aisle 
have criticized VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 
for his lack of transparency as he leads its 
implementation. 

While several large veterans organiza¬ 
tions have cited concerns about allowing 
veterans unfettered access to the private 
sector, thus eroding VA resources, Con¬ 
cerned Veterans for America has opposite 
worries. 

“Quite simply, we want to see it imple¬ 
mented in a way that puts the veteran first 
and not the VA bureaucracy,” Caldwell 
said. “We’ve heard people express con¬ 
cerns about the community care standards 
being too liberal or too open, and when we 
hear things like that, it sounds to us they’re 
more worried about the VA bureaucracy 
than the veteran.” 

In Trump’s administration, Concerned 
Veterans for America gained a spot at regu¬ 
lar meetings with the VA secretary — once 
open only to the six largest veterans orga¬ 


nizations in Washington. The group was 
involved in the ouster of former VA Secre¬ 
tary David Shulkin, and one of CVA’s for¬ 
mer senior advisers, Darin Selnick, is now 
a senior adviser to Wilkie. 

However, the group sees a new adversary: 
Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif., who as chair¬ 
man of the House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs will help set priorities for veterans 
in Congress for the next two years. 

“The motivations of CVA are clear. They 
don’t have credibility with me, and I’m 
not going to give them credibility with 
the public,” Takano said in a recent inter¬ 
view. “What I’m going to say to the public 
is, CVA’s mission is to privatize the VA. 
They’re driven by ideology, not by asking 
what’s best for veterans.” 

While Concerned Veterans for America 
hopes to open access to the private sec¬ 
tor, Takano wants the VA to maintain the 
power to determine when veterans can go 
into their communities for care. 

One of CVA’s other legislative priorities 
for the year is to find ways to cut the VA 
budget, which has more than doubled in 
the past decade from $90 billion in 2009 to 
more than $200 billion for fiscal year 2019. 
Takano will seek to build up the agency, he 
said. 

CVA also raised another potential point 
of contention — efforts to dilute the VA Ac¬ 
countability Act, which in 2017 gave the VA 
more authority to fire workers and a faster 
process to do so. Since then, lawmakers and 
advocates have expressed concerns the law 
has been used to target low-level workers 


and whistleblowers. 

Last summer, Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, R- 
Pa., introduced legislation to repeal the law. 
Caldwell is worried it could gain Takano’s 
attention and support. 

“We are very concerned about potential 
efforts to rollback both the Mission Act 
and the VA Accountability Act,” Caldwell 
said. “Based on remarks we’ve heard from 
Chairman Takano and others, we are pre¬ 
pared to defend both of those.” 

Besides its plans for the VA, Concerned 
Veterans for America released its other 
priorities Tuesday, with one goal to reach 
farther than ever before into foreign policy. 
Charles Koch has historically raised doubts 
about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and CVA plans to become more vocal in 
support of Trump’s announcement of troop 
withdrawal from Syria and Afghanistan. 

With its initiatives on foreign policy and 
federal spending, Caldwell insisted Con¬ 
cerned Veterans for America wants to step 
outside of its “partisan paradigm” and 
partner with other organizations. Whether 
it will be able to do so is uncertain. 

“We’re willing to let bygones be bygones 
and work with people who have strongly 
disagreed with us on VA reform and maybe 
have said very nasty things about us in the 
past,” Caldwell said. “On issues like federal 
spending, we are willing to put aside dif¬ 
ferences on other issues to work together 
where we have shared goals.” 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Parents in LA say kids not learning amid strike 


* Because what’s the point? They’re not learning 
anything and you know that, f 

Taehyum Kim 

father of two students 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Kathleen Whitehead 
vowed to keep her 14-year-old daughter 
home Tuesday after the teen reported not 
learning much a day earlier at a Los Ange¬ 
les high school staffed by a skeleton crew 
of substitutes as tens of thousands of teach¬ 
ers walked off the job in the nation’s sec¬ 
ond-largest school district. 

Whitehead said she grew “more and 
more irritated” as the ninth-grader texted 
that she and her classmates at Reseda High 
School were “shuffled from one large audi¬ 
torium to the next” in big groups so they 
could be looked after by fewer adults. 

“It’s semi-organized chaos,” Whitehead 
said Monday. 

The teen told her mom that some kids 
huddled around a TV showing Michelle 
Obama’s recent appearance on “Carpool 
Karaoke,” a segment from “The Late 
Late Show with James Corden” while oth¬ 
ers browsed the internet for busy-work 
assignments. 

Meanwhile, educators and parents 
packed streets in pouring rain to march 
from City Hall to district headquarters, 
pressing for higher pay and smaller class 
sizes that school officials say could bank¬ 
rupt the system with 640,000 students. 
The rain-slicked streets filled with demon¬ 
strators toting umbrellas and picket signs 
contributed to heavy downtown traffic, but 
there were no major incidents or arrests. 

Los Angeles Unified School District of¬ 
ficials urged teachers to return to the bar¬ 
gaining table as the strike by educators 
entered its second day. 

Superintendent Austin Beutner told re¬ 


porters Tuesday that the district does not 
have the money to do everything the teach¬ 
ers union wants, and he urged them to join 
him in pushing for more state funding. 

Teachers are trying to tap into the “Red 
for Ed” movement that began last year and 
won big raises even in states with “right to 
work” laws that limit the ability to strike. 
They started in West Virginia, Oklahoma, 
Kentucky and Arizona and moved to Colo¬ 
rado and Washington state. 

But unlike in those strikes, which shut 
down many schools and forced parents to 
find other care for their kids, all 1,240 K-12 
schools in the Los Angeles Unified School 
District were open. 

For kids who went to school, bus service 
was normal, breakfast and lunches were 
served, and “students are safe and learn¬ 
ing,” Beutner said. 

The district has hired hundreds of sub¬ 
stitutes to replace educators and staff 
members who left for picket lines, a 
move that the teachers union has called 
irresponsible. 

Taehyum Kim sent his two sons to 
their San Fernando Valley schools so they 
wouldn’t ruin their perfect attendance re¬ 
cords. But then he picked them up early 
after they complained they weren’t doing 
anything except playing chess on iPads. 

Only seven of the 24 students in his 


younger son’s third-grade class showed up, 
Kim said, adding that attendance was bet¬ 
ter at the older boy’s middle school. 

Neither child brought back any home¬ 
work. Kim said he was considering keep¬ 
ing both boys home Tuesday, partly to send 
a message to school officials. 

“Because what’s the point?” he said. 
“They’re not learning anything and you 
know that.” 

Other parents took their children to 
picket lines. 

Peter Spruyt said he and his fifth-grade 
daughter “got wet and yelled our voices 
raw” as they joined teachers protesting in 
the rain for additional staffing at Michel- 
torena Elementary School. He said he un¬ 
derstands parents who sent their kids to 
school. 

“A lot of people have no choice. They 
have to work, and child care is unafford¬ 
able,” Spruyt said. 

Months of talks between United Teach¬ 
ers Los Angeles, which has about 35,000 
members, and the district ended without a 
deal. Beutner said the district is commit¬ 
ted to resolving the contract negotiation as 
soon as possible and urged the union to re¬ 
sume bargaining. 

“We made our last proposal to UTLA on 
Friday, which was rejected. They walked 
away from bargaining,” the superinten¬ 


dent said. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom urged the sides to 
resume negotiations and end the strike 
that was “disrupting the lives of too many 
kids and their families.” 

The union rejected the district’s latest 
offer to hire nearly 1,200 teachers, coun¬ 
selors, nurses and librarians and reduce 
class sizes by two students. 

It also included a previously proposed 6 
percent raise over the first two years of a 
three-year contract. The union wants a 6.5 
percent increase at the start of a two-year 
contract. 

Teachers earn between $44,000 and 
$86,000 a year, depending on their educa¬ 
tion and experience, according to the Los 
Angeles County Office of Education. The 
district says the average teacher salary is 
$75,000, which reflects an older, more ex¬ 
perienced workforce. 

Teachers want significantly smaller 
class sizes, which routinely top 30 students, 
and more staff members for the district’s 
campuses in Los Angeles and all or parts 
of 31 smaller cities, plus several unincor¬ 
porated areas. 

Brent Smiley, a 23-year district veteran 
who teaches at Sherman Oaks Center For 
Enriched Studies, said he’s had as many as 
42 students in one class and his smallest 
has 39. 

“Struggling to keep them focused can be 
an impossible task,” he said. 

The district says the demands run up 
against an expected half-billion-dollar def¬ 
icit this budget year and billions that are 
obligated for pension payments and health 
coverage for retired teachers. 



Joe Lamberti, Camden (N.J.) Courier-Post/AP 


People watch as officials respond to reports of an active shooter at a 
UPS facility in Logan Township, N J., on Monday. 


Son who killed mom 
sentenced to 30 years 


Police kill 
man who 
held women 
hostage 

By Maryclaire Dale 

Associated Press 

LOGAN TOWNSHIP, N.J. 
— An armed man who entered a 
UPS processing facility Monday 
morning and held two women 
hostage for several hours was shot 
and killed by police as he left the 
building with the women, authori¬ 
ties said. 

Several officers fired at Wil¬ 
liam Owens, 39, of Sicklerville, 
N.J., the state Attorney General’s 
Office said in a news release that 
did not detail the situation or ex¬ 
plain why the suspect was shot. 

Owens had entered the busi¬ 
ness about 8:45 a.m. and fired 
shots, which did not strike any¬ 
one, before taking the women to 
a room and barricading himself 
inside with them, authorities said. 
Officials believe that Owens had 
a prior relationship with one of 
the hostages, Gloucester County 
Prosecutor Charles Fiore said. 

The women escaped without se¬ 
rious injuries after the standoff in 
Logan Township, about 20 miles 
south of Philadelphia, Fiore said. 

“Multiple members of law 


enforcement fired at the man, 
who was armed with a handgun. 
He was pronounced dead at the 
scene,” the news release said. 

Earlier in the day, Fiore said 
the suspect had been taken to a 
hospital after being shot but that 
his condition was not known. 

“I heard one of my fellow em¬ 
ployees say, ‘Run, he’s got a gun,’ 
then I heard the little pop of the 
gun, I guess, and we all ran and 
law enforcement took over,” em¬ 
ployee Allen Anthony Dowling 
said. 

Police evacuated the building 
and blocked access to the busy in¬ 
dustrial park, and nearby schools 
were put on a modified lockdown. 

Hostage negotiators talked to 
the suspect by phone as he held 


the women captive. Television 
news footage showed officers 
crouched behind a vehicle behind 
the building’s loading dock at the 
time. 

Shortly before noon, as Fiore 
held a news conference at a town¬ 
ship building about 8 miles away, 
a short burst of gunfire was heard 
at the scene. Fiore later said he 
didn’t know how many shots po¬ 
lice fired or whether the gunman 
fired any shots. 

“There was an interven¬ 
tion,” Flore said. “He did not 
surrender.” 

Police trained in hostage situa¬ 
tions, he said, “would make a de¬ 
termination as to whether or not 
it’s appropriate to intervene, using 
force at any point in time.” 


By Jennifer Sinco Kelleher 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — A man who 
admitted to killing and dis¬ 
membering his mother during 
an argument in their Honolulu 
apartment was sentenced to 30 
years in prison. 

Yu Wei Gong was charged with 
murder after he called police in 
2017 to turn himself in after a sui¬ 
cide attempt. He admitted killing 
his mother, Liu Yun Gong, about 
six months earlier, according to 
court documents. When officers 
asked where his mother was, he 
said “in the fridge.” 

An officer searched the freezer 
and found human remains, in¬ 
cluding two arms with hands and 
a decapitated head, in numerous 
plastic trash bags, court docu¬ 
ments said. 

Last year, he pleaded guilty 
to manslaughter, avoiding a life 
sentence. His defense attorney 
and the prosecutor in the case 
said it’s a deal the victim’s family 
supports. 

Gong, 28, spent most of Mon¬ 
day’s sentencing looking down. 
He spoke quietly as he apologized 
to his family in China and Hawaii. 
“I am ashamed for what I did,” he 
said. “I’m sorry, Mom.” 

Gong feels he doesn’t deserve 


the forgiveness his family has 
given him, said Darcia Forester, 
his public defender. “I want to 
make clear that he did love his 
mother and she was a very good 
mother,” she said. “Under no cir¬ 
cumstances did she deserve what 
happened.” 

Judge Paul Wong noted the 
“obviously 
sensational 
facts” in the 
case, even 
though there 
was no men¬ 
tion of the 
gory details. 

Wong sen¬ 
tenced Gong 
to 20 years 
Gong for man¬ 

slaughter 

and 10 years for identity theft, to 
be served separately. A one-year 
sentence for abuse of a corpse 
is to be served at the same time. 
Gong will receive credit for time 
he’s already served. 

The identity theft charge stems 
from Gong paying rent with his 
mom’s checking account. 

A parole board will determine 
the minimum number of years 
Gong must serve. Deputy Pros¬ 
ecuting Attorney Wayne Tashima 
said his office won’t recommend 
fewer than 20 years. 
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Citizenship query 
barred from ’20 
census for now 



Attorney General nominee William Barr told senators Tuesday that former Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
was right to recuse himself from matters involving special counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia probe. 

On Hill, AG pick Barr defends 
memo criticizing Mueller probe 


Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s nominee for at¬ 
torney general on Tuesday de¬ 
fended his decision to send an 
unsolicited memo to the Justice 
Department criticizing an aspect 
of the special counsel’s Russia in¬ 
vestigation, saying he was simply 
trying to warn senior Justice of¬ 
ficials against “stretching a stat¬ 
ute” to conclude that the president 
had obstructed justice. 

William Barr’s comments 
came at his Senate confirma¬ 
tion hearing, where he sought to 
provide assurance he would not 
undermine Robert Mueller’s in¬ 
vestigation. He said he doesn’t 
believe Mueller, a friend of 30 
years who once worked for him at 
the Justice Department, would be 
involved in a “witch hunt” — as 
Trump has labeled it. 

And he said he believed for¬ 
mer Attorney General Jeff Ses¬ 
sions was right to recuse himself 
from matters involving the spe¬ 
cial counsel probe — a decision 
Trump railed against during Ses¬ 
sions’ time in the office. 


Barr told the Senate Judiciary 
Committee he raised his concerns 
about Mueller’s investigation into 
whether the president had tried 
to stymie the Russia probe at a 
lunch last year with Deputy At¬ 
torney General Rod Rosenstein, 
who appointed Mueller and over¬ 
sees his work. Rosenstein did not 
respond and was “sphinxlike,” 
Barr recalled. 

He said he followed up with a 
memo to Rosenstein in June that 
argued that Mueller should not 
be able to interview the president 
about his decision to fire James 
Comey as FBI director. He said 
there were other instances in 
which he had given advice to the 
Justice Department, such as cau¬ 
tioning against a prosecution of 
Democratic Sen. Robert Menen- 
dez, of New Jersey. 

Barr also told senators that “it 
is vitally important” that Mueller 
be allowed to complete his inves¬ 
tigation, and said he believes Con¬ 
gress and the public should learn 
the results. He also insisted that 
Trump never sought any prom¬ 
ises, assurances or commitments 


before selecting him. 

In releasing written testimony 
before the hearing, the Justice 
Department moved to pre-empt 
the most significant questions 
Barr is likely to face from Demo¬ 
crats on the panel — among them, 
whether he can oversee without 
bias or interference the final 
stages of Mueller’s probe into po¬ 
tential ties between Russia and 
the 2016 Trump campaign, and 
whether he will permit the find¬ 
ings to be made public. 

“I believe it is in the best inter¬ 
est of everyone — the president, 
Congress, and, most importantly, 
the American people — that this 
matter be resolved by allowing 
the special counsel to complete 
his work,” Barr said. 

Barr’s supervisory role in the 
Russia probe may be especially 
important because Rosenstein, 
who appointed Mueller and has 
overseen his day-to-day work, 
expects to leave the Justice De¬ 
partment soon after Barr is con¬ 
firmed. It is not clear how much 
of the investigation will be left by 
then. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Trump 
administration cannot put a ques¬ 
tion about citizenship status on 
the 2020 census, a federal judge 
in New York ruled Friday in a 
boost to proponents of counting 
immigrants. 

In a 277-page decision that 
won’t be the final word on the 
issue, U.S. District Judge Jesse 
Furman ruled that while such a 
question would be constitutional, 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross had moved to add it to the 
census arbitrarily and had not 
followed proper administrative 
procedures. 

“He failed to consider several 
important aspects of the prob¬ 
lem; alternately ignored, cherry- 
picked, or badly misconstrued 
the evidence in the record before 
him; acted irrationally both in 
light of that evidence and his own 
stated decisional criteria; and 
failed to justify significant depar¬ 
tures from past policies and prac¬ 
tices,” Furman wrote. 

Among other things, the judge 
said, Ross didn’t follow a law re¬ 
quiring that he give Congress 
three years’ notice of any plan to 
add a question about citizenship 
to the census. 

The ruling came in a case in 
which a dozen states or big cities 
and immigrants’ rights groups ar¬ 
gued that the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment, which designs the census, 
had failed to properly analyze the 
effect the question would have on 
households where immigrants 
live. 

A separate suit on the same 
issue, filed by the state of Cali¬ 
fornia, is underway in San 
Francisco. 

The U.S. Supreme Court is also 
poised to address the issue Feb. 
19, meaning the legal issue is far 
from decided for good. 

In the New York case, the plain¬ 
tiffs accused the administration 
of Republican President Donald 
Trump of adding the question to 
intentionally discourage immi¬ 
grants from participating, which 
could lead to a population under¬ 


count — and possibly fewer seats 
in Congress — in places that tend 
to vote Democratic. Even people 
in the U.S. legally, they said, might 
dodge the census questionnaire 
out of fears they could be targeted 
by a hostile administration. 

The Justice Department ar¬ 
gued that Ross had no such mo¬ 
tive and acted properly after 
consulting with Census Bureau 
staff members and others. 

When Ross announced the plan 
in March, he said the question 
was needed in part to help the 
government enforce the Voting 
Rights Act, a 1965 law meant to 
protect political representation of 
minority groups. 

Ross said politics played no role 
in the decision, initially testifying 
under oath that he hadn’t spoken 
to anyone in the White House on 
the subject. 

Later, however, Justice Depart¬ 
ment lawyers submitted papers 
saying Ross remembered speak¬ 
ing in spring 2017 about adding 
the question with former senior 
White House adviser Steve Ban- 
non and with then-Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Jeff Sessions. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
blocked Ross from being deposed 
but let the trial proceed. 

In a dissent on one of two Su¬ 
preme Court orders related to the 
case, Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote 
there was “nothing unusual about 
a new cabinet secretary coming 
to office inclined to favor a dif¬ 
ferent policy direction, solicit¬ 
ing support from other agencies 
to bolster his views, disagreeing 
with staff, or cutting through red 
tape.” 

“Of course, some people may 
disagree with the policy and pro¬ 
cess,” he wrote. “But until now, at 
least, this much has never been 
thought enough to justify a claim 
of bad faith and launch an inqui¬ 
sition into a cabinet secretary’s 
motives.” 

The constitutionally mandated 
census is supposed to count all 
people living in the U.S., includ¬ 
ing noncitizens and immigrants 
living in the country illegally. 


Calif, appeals justice facing sexual misconduct discipline 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A Cali¬ 
fornia state appeals court jus¬ 
tice was accused Monday of 
repeatedly groping a colleague’s 
breasts, suggesting they have an 
affair and telling a police officer 
who served as his driver that he 
wanted to have sex with her in his 
chambers. 

The Commission on Judicial 
Performance charged Justice 
Jeffrey W. Johnson, of the 2nd 


District Court of Appeal in Los 
Angeles, with nine counts of mis¬ 
conduct for allegations that date 
back 15 years to his time as a 
federal magistrate judge, when 
he allegedly asked a court clerk if 
she had a breast enlargement and 
whether he could touch them. 

An attorney for Johnson said 
he denies the allegations, passed 
a lie detector test about the most 
serious accusations and plans to 
present evidence from other col¬ 
leagues and court employees in 


his defense. 

“Justice Johnson remains com¬ 
mitted to the process even in the 
face of irresponsible and unsub¬ 
stantiated emails sent by a judi¬ 
cial officer to thousands of court 
personnel containing errone¬ 
ous information,” attorney Paul 
Meyer said in a statement. He 
didn’t elaborate about the emails 
or respond to questions for more 
information. 

Sixteen women named in the 
complaint either experienced in¬ 


appropriate comments or behav¬ 
ior by Johnson or were berated or 
belittled by him, according to the 
charges. 

Johnson, a former federal pros¬ 
ecutor, could be removed from 
the bench or censured if the com¬ 
mission finds he engaged in con¬ 
duct alleged in several counts to 
be “unwelcome, undignified, dis¬ 
courteous, and offensive, and that 
would reasonably be perceived as 
sexual harassment or as bias or 
prejudice based on gender.” 


The complaint details behav¬ 
ior that escalated with Justice 
Victoria Chaney. In 2010, while 
discussing a case in chambers, 
Johnson allegedly told Chaney 
that he wanted to have an affair 
with her. 

After she said she presided 
over a difficult hearing, Johnson 
said he should kiss Chaney and 
squeeze her breasts to make her 
feel better, according the com¬ 
plaint. He then squeezed one of 
her breasts. 








Page 14 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 16,2019 


WORLD _ 

Extremists attack Nairobi hotel 



Ben Curtis/AP 


Security forces help civilians flee as cars bum at a hotel complex in Nairobi, Kenya, on Tuesday after 
terrorists attacked an upscale hotel complex in the Kenya capital. 

* It is terrible. What I have seen is 
terrible, f 

Charles Njenga 

witness to attack 


Blasts and heavy 
gunfire reported 

By Joseph Mwihia 

Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Extrem¬ 
ists launched a deadly attack on 
a luxury hotel in Kenya’s capital 
Tuesday, sending people fleeing 
in panic as explosions and heavy 
gunfire reverberated through the 
complex. A witness said he saw 
five bodies at the hotel entrance 
alone. 

Al-Shabab—the Somalia-based 
Islamic extremist group that car¬ 
ried out the 2013 Westgate Mall at¬ 
tack in Nairobi that left 67 people 
dead — claimed responsibility. 

“It is terrible. What I have seen 
is terrible,” said a man who ran 
from the scene, Charles Njenga. 

As night fell, gunfire continued 
more than two hours after the first 
shots were heard at the complex, 
which includes the DusitD2 hotel, 
along with bars, restaurants, 
banks and offices and is in a well- 
to-do neighborhood with large 
numbers of American, European 
and Indian expatriates. 

It was not clear how many at¬ 
tackers took part. 

“We are aware that armed crim¬ 
inals are holing up in the hotel, 
and special forces are now cur¬ 
rently flushing them out,” said Ke¬ 
nya’s national police chief, Joseph 
Boinnet, describing the assault as 
a suspected terrorist attack. 

Boinnet gave no figures on the 
dead and wounded. 

However, a Kenyan police of¬ 
ficer who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not 
authorized to talk to the media 
said that bodies were seen in res¬ 
taurants downstairs and in offices 
upstairs, but “there was no time to 
count the dead.” 

A witness who gave his name 
only as Ken said he saw five bod¬ 
ies at the entrance. He said that 
other people were shouting for 
help and “when we rushed back 
to try to rescue them, gunshots 
started coming from upstairs, and 


we had to duck because they were 
targeting us and we could see two 
guys shooting.” 

Kenyan hospitals appealed 
for blood donations even as the 
number of wounded remained 
unclear. 

The violence appeared to fit 
the pattern of attacks al-Shabbab 
often carries out in Somalia’s capi¬ 
tal, with an explosion followed by 
a group of gunmen storming the 
place. Like the Westgate Mall at¬ 
tack, this one appeared aimed at 
wealthy Kenyans and foreigners 
living in the country. 


The attack came a day after a 
magistrate ruled that three men 
must stand trial on charges they 
were involved in the Westgate 
Mall siege. A fourth suspect was 
freed for lack of evidence. 

Tuesday’s violence left blood 
and glass all over. Several vehi¬ 
cles burned, sending black smoke 
rising over the complex. People 
were rushed, some carried, from 
the scene. Some ducked behind 
cars, screaming, while others took 
cover behind fountains and other 
features at the lush complex. 

Ambulances, security forces 


and firefighters converged along 
with a bomb-disposal unit, and ve¬ 
hicles were cordoned off for fear 
they contained explosives. Police 
said they blew up a car that had 
explosives inside. An unexploded 
grenade was also seen in a hall¬ 
way at the complex. 

Security forces hurried out a 
large group of women, one of them 
still in curlers. Dozens of others 
were rushed to safety as plain¬ 
clothes officers went shop to shop 
in the complex. Some people held 
up their hands to show they were 
unarmed. 

Al-Shabab has vowed retribu¬ 
tion against Kenya for sending 
troops to Somalia since 2011. The 
al-Qaida-linked group has killed 
hundreds of people in Kenya, 
which has been targeted more 
than any other of the six countries 
providing troops to an African 
Union force in Somalia. 


Another Honduras caravan bound for US 


By Delmer Martinez 

Associated Press 

SAN PEDRO SULA, Honduras — Another 
caravan of Central American migrants has set 
out from Honduras seeking to reach the U.S. 
border, following the same route used by thou¬ 
sands last year in at least three caravans. 

About 600 migrants gathered under a 
steady rain late Monday at the bus station in 
the violent city of San Pedro Sula and decided 
to set out in the darkness, hours before their 
intended Tuesday departure. 

About 300 people, mainly women and chil¬ 
dren, clambered aboard 30 small buses, intent 
on reaching the Guatemalan border. 

Another 300 or so began walking in the rain 
toward the border town of Agua Caliente late 
Monday. One passing man asked a journalist 
for his umbrella, saying he feared his daugh¬ 
ter would get sick in the rain. 

As they walked, some migrants pleaded 
with local store owners to give them food or 



Delmer Martinez/AP 


U.S.-bound migrants walk past security 
forces who are stopping some vehicles 
carrying migrants to check their documents 
in Cofradia, Honduras, early Tuesday. 

water for their journey. 

More people continued to arrive at the bus 
station, making it likely the caravan’s num¬ 


bers would grow as additional migrants set 
out Tuesday. 

One woman, who refused to give her name 
because of safety concerns, said her 9-year- 
old daughter had already been raped so badly 
she suffered medical problems. 

The mother, who worked at a bakery, said 
she was taking her daughter and 13-year-old 
son to the United States. 

Once there, she said she would ask U.S. 
authorities for asylum or refugee status, “be¬ 
cause it’s not possible to live in Honduras 
anymore.” 

The new caravan is almost certain to both 
raise tensions and gamer support along its 
route through Guatemala and Mexico to the 
U.S. border. 

It was unclear whether the caravan planned 
to go to Tijuana, the Mexican border city 
where thousands of migrants from the first 
three caravans have been largely marooned 
since November. 


Germany 
monitors 
far-right 
AfD party 

By Frank Jordans 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Germany’s do¬ 
mestic intelligence agency said 
Tuesday it was putting the far- 
right Alternative for Germany 
party under heightened scrutiny 
amid concerns it is flirting with 
extremism. 

The domestic intelligence ser¬ 
vice BfV plans to examine public 
comments by Alternative for Ger¬ 
many members and the party’s 
links to extremist groups, but 
stopped short of putting it under 
covert surveillance, agency Presi¬ 
dent Thomas Haldenwang told 
reporters. 

The party’s youth wing and a 
party faction linked to a promi¬ 
nent leader in eastern Germany, 
Bjoem Hoecke, will be scruti¬ 
nized even more closely, including 
through the use of covert methods, 
Haldenwang said. 

He cited the party’s downplay¬ 
ing of Germany’s Nazi period and 
suggestions from some members 
it might pursue “revolutionary” 
means to achieve its political aims 
as examples of the actions that jus¬ 
tified keeping closer tabs on Alter¬ 
native for Germany, also known 
by the German acronym AfD. 

Alternative for Germany co¬ 
leader Alexander Gauland sug¬ 
gested that politics motivated the 
intelligence service’s decision and 
told reporters the party would 
take legal action steps. 

“We maintain this decision of 
the BfV is false,” Gauland said. 

The BfV, which is charged with 
preventing groups from under¬ 
mining the German Constitution, 
has spent months collecting mate¬ 
rial on Alternative for Germany. 

Haldenwang said the agency 
concluded there was enough evi¬ 
dence that elements of the party 
were working against some con¬ 
stitutional guarantees, including 
the dignity of all persons, but had 
not determined yet whether those 
activities were representative of 
the party as a whole. 

The party, which placed third 
in Germany’s 2017 national elec¬ 
tion, has moved steadily to the 
right since it was founded six 
years ago as a vehicle for critics of 
the euro currency. Several senior 
figures have quit in recent years, 
warning Alternative for Germany 
was being taken over by far-right 
extremists. 

Following reports about pos¬ 
sible observation by the BfV agen¬ 
cy last year, the party called on 
members to refrain from making 
comments that might be consid¬ 
ered extremist. 

It also expelled three members 
who attended a neo-Nazi festival 
where some participants openly 
displayed support for Nazi leader 
Adolf Hitler. 

A leading member of the center- 
left Social Democratic Party, Eva 
Hoegl, said the BfV’s decision to 
more closely scrutinize Alterna¬ 
tive for Germany was “right and 
long overdue.” 
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Iran: Satellite launch fails to achieve orbit 


By Nasser Karimi 

Associated. Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran on 
Tuesday conducted one of at least 
two satellite launches it plans de¬ 
spite criticism from the United 
States, but the satellite failed to 
reach orbit. 

The rocket carrying the Payam 
satellite failed to reach the “nec¬ 
essary speed” in the third stage 
of its launch, Telecommunica¬ 
tions Minister Mohammad Javad 
Azari Jahromi said. 

Jahromi said the rocket had 
successfully passed its first and 
second stages before develop¬ 
ing problems in the third. He did 
not elaborate on what caused the 
rocket failure, but promised that 
Iranian scientists would continue 
their work. 

Tuesday’s launch took place at 
Imam Khomeini Space Center in 
Iran’s Semnan province, a facility 


under the control of the country’s 
Defense Ministry, Jahromi said. 
Satellite images published last 
week and first reported by CNN 
showed activity at the launch site. 
Given the facility’s launching cor¬ 
ridor, the satellite likely fell in the 
Indian Ocean. 

Iran had said that it plans to 
send two satellites, Payam and 
Doosti, into orbit. Payam means 
“message” in Farsi, while Doosti 
means “friendship.” 

It’s unclear how the failure of 
the Payam will affect the launch 
timing for the Doosti. Jahromi 
wrote on Twitter that “Doosti 
is waiting for orbit,” without 
elaborating. 

Iranian state television aired 
footage of its reporter narrating 
the launch of the Simorgh rocket, 
shouting over its roar that it sent 
“a message of the pride, self-con¬ 
fidence and willpower of Iranian 


youth to the world.” 

The TV footage shows the rock¬ 
et becoming just a pinpoint of 
light in the darkened sky and not 
the moment of its failure. Jahro- 
mi’s comments that the problem 
developed in the launch’s third 
stage suggest something went 
wrong after the rocket pushed 
the satellite out of the Earth’s 
atmosphere. 

The Simorgh, meaning “phoe¬ 
nix” in Farsi, has been used in 
previous satellite launches. It 
is larger than an earlier model 
known as the Safir, or “ambassa¬ 
dor,” that Iran previously used to 
launch satellites. 

Iran usually displays space 
achievements in February dur¬ 
ing the anniversary of its 1979 
Islamic Revolution. This year 
will mark the 40th anniversary 
of the revolution amid Iran fac¬ 
ing increasing pressure from the 


U.S. under the administration of 
President Donald Trump. 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo has said that Iran’s plans 
for sending satellites into orbit 
demonstrate the country’s defi¬ 
ance of a U.N. Security Council 
resolution that calls on Iran to 
undertake no activity related to 
ballistic missiles capable of deliv¬ 
ering nuclear weapons. 

In Israel, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu promptly 
slammed Iran over the launch, 
accusing Tehran of lying and al¬ 
leging that the “innocent satel¬ 
lite” was actually “the first stage 
of an intercontinental missile” 
Iran is developing in violation of 
international agreements. 

Iran insists the launches do not 
violate the resolution. 

Over the past decade, Iran has 
sent several short-lived satellites 
into orbit and in 2013 launched a 


monkey into space. The U.S. and 
its allies worry the same satel¬ 
lite-launching technology could 
be used to develop long-range 
missiles capable that could carry 
nuclear weapons. Iran denies 
wanting nuclear weapons. 

A 2015 nuclear deal it struck 
with world powers limited its 
enrichment of uranium in ex¬ 
change for the lifting of economic 
sanctions. 

However, Trump pulled Amer¬ 
ica out of the deal in May. While 
U.N. inspectors say Iran has hon¬ 
ored the deal up to this point, it 
has threatened to resume higher 
enrichment. 

Ahmad Motamedi, the chancel¬ 
lor of Tehran Amirkabir Universi¬ 
ty of Technology, which designed 
the satellite, told the semi-official 
Mehr news agency that Jahromi 
already has ordered them to de¬ 
sign another satellite. 


Saudi refugee in Canada 
says she expects more 
women to flee homeland 



Oded Balilty/AP 


An artwork called “McJesus,” which was sculpted by Finnish artist Jani Leinonen, is displayed as part of 
the Haifa museum’s “Sacred Goods” exhibit in Haifa, Israel, on Monday. 

‘McJesus’ sculpture sparks protests 


By Areej Hazboun 
and Isabel Debre 

Associated Press 

HAIFA, Israel — An art exhib¬ 
it in Israel featuring a crucified 
Ronald McDonald has sparked 
protests by the country’s Arab 
Christian minority. 

Hundreds of Christians calling 
for the removal of the sculpture, 
titled “McJesus,” demonstrated at 
the museum in the northern city 
of Haifa last week. Israeli police 
say rioters hurled a firebomb at 
the museum and threw stones that 
wounded three police officers. 
Authorities dispersed the crowds 
with tear gas and stun grenades. 

Church representatives brought 
their grievances to the district 
court Monday, demanding it order 
the removal of the exhibit’s most 
offensive items, including Barbie 


doll renditions of a bloodied Jesus 
and the Virgin Mary. 

Museum director Nissim Tal 
said that he was shocked at the 
sudden uproar, especially because 
the exhibit — intended to criticize 
what many view as society’s cult¬ 
like worship of capitalism — had 
been on display for months. It has 
also been shown in other coun¬ 
tries without incident. 

The protests appear to have 
been sparked by visitors shar¬ 
ing photos of the exhibit on social 
media. 

Christians make up a tiny 
percentage of Israel’s Arab mi¬ 
nority and say they face unique 
challenges. 

“We need to understand that 
freedom of expression is inter¬ 
preted in different ways in dif¬ 
ferent societies,” said Wadie Abu 
Nassar, an adviser to church lead¬ 


ers. “If this work was directed 
against non-Christians, the world 
would be turned upside down.” 

Israeli Culture Minister Miri 
Regev, who has been accused of 
censorship for pushing legislation 
mandating national “loyalty” in 
art, also called for the removal of 
the “disrespectful” artwork. 

The museum has refused to 
remove the artwork, saying that 
doing so would infringe on free¬ 
dom of expression. But following 
the protests it hung a curtain over 
the entrance to the exhibit and 
posted a sign saying the art was 
not intended to offend. 

“This is the maximum that we 
can do,” Tal said. “If we take the 
art down, the next day we’ll have 
politicians demanding we take 
other things down and we’ll end 
up only with colorful pictures of 
flowers in the museum.” 


By Rod McGuirk 

Associated Press 

CANBERRA, Australia — A 
Saudi woman accepted as a ref¬ 
ugee in Canada has said in an 
Australian television interview 
that she expected her experience 
would inspire other women to flee 
her homeland. 

Rahaf Mohammed Alqunun, 
18, told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. in an interview recorded 
in Toronto and broadcast in Aus¬ 
tralia on Tuesday that she hoped 
that the international attention 
on her flight from oppression in 
Saudi Arabia will be a catalyst for 
change. 

“I think the number of women 
fleeing from the Saudi adminis¬ 
tration and abuse will increase, 
especially since there is no sys¬ 
tem to stop them,” Alqunun said. 

“I’m sure that there will be a 
lot more women running away. I 
hope my story encourages other 
women to be brave and free,” she 
said. 

“I hope my story prompts a 
change to the law, especially as it’s 
been exposed to the world. This 
might be the agent for change.” 

Alqunun fled her family while 
visiting Kuwait before flying to 
Bangkok. Once there, she barri¬ 
caded herself in an airport hotel 
to avoid deportation and tweeted 
about her situation. 

On Friday, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau an¬ 
nounced that Canada would ac¬ 
cept Alqunun as a refugee. Her 
situation has highlighted the 
cause of women’s rights in Saudi 
Arabia, where several women 
fleeing abuse by their families 
have been caught trying to seek 
asylum abroad in recent years 
and returned home. 

Alqunun said she felt “like I 
was born again” when she was 



Australian Broadcasting Corp./AP 


Rahaf Mohammed Alqunun is 
interviewed Monday in Toronto. 

met at Toronto airport on Satur¬ 
day by Canadian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Chrystia Freeland. 

“It was something amazing. 
There was a lot of love and hos¬ 
pitality, especially when the min¬ 
ister welcomed me and told me I 
was in a safe country and had all 
my rights,” Alqunun said. 

Alqunun said she was upset by 
news that her family had issued a 
statement saying they disowned 
her. 

“How could my family disown 
me simply because I wanted 
to be independent and escape 
their abuse? It really upset me,” 
Alqunun said. 

When asked why she had fled 
her homeland, Alqunun replied: 
“I wanted to be free from abuse 
and depression. I wanted to be 
independent. 

“I wouldn’t be able to marry the 
person I wanted to. I couldn’t get a 
job without permission.” 

Several other countries, includ¬ 
ing Australia, had been in talks 
with the U.N.’s refugee agency to 
accept Alqunun before she flew 
to Canada. 

Australian media reported that 
UNHCR had withdrawn its refer¬ 
ral for Alqunun to be resettled in 
Australia because Canberra was 
taking too long to decide on her 
asylum. 
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THE CENSUS 

The amount of a tip, which also included a vulgar message, left for a waitress by a group of customers in a 
Sioux Falls, S.D., restaurant. Shenanigan’s Sports Bar and Grill posted the bill on social media Sunday show¬ 
ing the $1 tip on a $55.50 bill and the expletive on the signature line. The Argus Leader reported the server, 
Brooke Heinen, 19, said the customers came in to watch the NFL playoff game Saturday night. She said they 
seemed nice and joked with her for being a Minnesota Vikings fan. When she picked up the tab receipt she 
was surprised at what they left behind. 



Kathy Willens/AP 

No pants subway 

A passenger reacts to a man seated beside her without pants during the 18th annual No Rants Subway Ride on Sunday in New York. Staged 
by Improv Everywhere, the pantless prank now takes place in multiple cities globally. 




Police: Woman drove 
drunk to 'teach lesson’ 

r/7Vvf LEXINGTON—AKen- 
W\ V tucky woman charged 
with drunken driving told po¬ 
lice she did it “to teach her son a 
lesson.” 

News outlets reported Sunita 
Jairam, 48, was arrested early 
Sunday on charges including en¬ 
dangering the welfare of a minor. 

Her arrest citation says she 
told police she “drank a bunch of 
beer” and drove at 150 mph. It’s 
unclear what lesson she was try¬ 
ing to impart. 

The son told police he tried to 
get out of the BMW subcompact 
several times, but the door was 
locked. News outlets didn’t list his 
age. 

Police charge driver 
who crashed into jail 

|y I HACKENSACK — Po- 
LiVud lice said a 51-year-old 
South Hackensack man crashed 
into the administrative entrance 
of the Bergen County Jail in 
Hackensack on Friday afternoon. 

The driver was hospitalized 
with non-life-threatening inju¬ 
ries, and no one inside the jail 
was hurt. 

Police said the area holding in¬ 
mates was not affected. 

The driver is facing charges of 
causing damage to the building, 
burglary and criminal mischief. 

Boy loves his gift of 
a 3D printed arm 

I IT PRICE — A 3-year-old 
I Utah boy and his moth¬ 
er are ecstatic about a new pros¬ 
thetic arm that a family friend 
made for them on a 3D printer 
after extensive research, prac¬ 
tice and more than 80 hours of 
printing. 

Brandi Noyes, of Price, told 
the Deseret News that prosthetic 
arms can cost up to $12,000 even 
after insurance. 

She found Ray Buckland, who 
owns a 3D printer. He usually 
uses it to create things like a spat¬ 
ula, an ice cream scooper and a 
handle for a broken can opener. 

Buckland said everything else 
he’s done amounts to practice for 
the prosthesis project, which had 
a price tag of $25 for supplies. 

Event set to highlight 
plight of homeless 

■ ■ BLOOMINGTON — Res- 
I L idents of a central Illinois 
city can glimpse what it’s like for 
those whose only shelter is their 
car while raising money for a 
group that supports homeless 
people. 

The third annual Night In A 
Car homelessness simulation will 
be held in February at Trinity Lu¬ 
theran Church in Bloomington, 
The (Bloomington) Pantagraph 
reported. 

The program, organized by 
Trinity Lutheran and Home 
Sweet Home Ministries — which 
provides services for the home¬ 
less — aims to highlight the diffi¬ 
culties faced by homeless people 
who sleep in their cars by having 
participants do the same for one 
night. 


Former missile base 
to become a brewery 

PA PITTSBURGH—Anew 
brewery is set to launch 
in a Cold War-era missile com¬ 
mand center near Pittsburgh. 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
reported Grist House Craft 
Brewery has set its sights on a 
structure known as “the bunker 
building” at the former Nike mis¬ 
sile base. 

It was one of several U.S. Army- 
operated bases using anti-aircraft 
guns and Nike and Hercules mis¬ 
siles to defend Pittsburgh from 
Soviet attack in the 1950s and 
1960s. 

Boa constrictor found 
under hood of car 

P| MIAMI GARDENS 
r L — A Florida man got a 
slithery shock when he popped 
open the hood of his car and 
found a boa constrictor resting on 
the engine. 

Ernst Dimanche told WSVN 
he had just dropped his kids off 
at school Friday and came home 
to work on his Cadillac. He says 
he saw the snake and “just went 
crazy.” 

The Miami Gardens man says 


he called animal control but they 
would charge $300 to help and he 
couldn’t afford that. He says his 
neighbor, Demetri Giddings, of¬ 
fered to help. 

Giddings pulled the snake out 
of the car using a hanger. 

Couple to get award 
for giving scholarships 

NY POUGKEEPSIE — A 
ill I military veteran and 
a retired teacher have helped 
dozens of students in New York’s 
Hudson Valley attend college 
through a scholarship program. 

Eddie and Norma Ramirez, of 
Poughkeepsie — the parents of 
two biological sons — say it feels 
like they have 142 kids. 

Their Hudson Valley Latino 
Scholarship program recognizes 
eight to 10 students a year on 
average. The Ramirezes will re¬ 
ceive the Journal’s 2019 Richard 
K. Wager Inclusive Champion 
Award on Jan. 25. 

Tiny toad hitches 
a ride in sneaker 

KHT\ BALTIMORE — A 
I v I Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity scientist hit the gym 
soon after returning from a trip 
to South Africa and discovered 


an unexpected workout partner: 
an endangered-species toad that 
stowed away in her sneaker. 

Nancy Connell told The Balti¬ 
more Sun she recognized the tiny 
toad peering up at her from her 
locker as one of the toads that kept 
jumping into her boots in the West¬ 
ern Cape province. She said she 
kept checking her boots, but never 
thought to check her sneakers. 

She named the toad Riley, 
after her recently deceased cat, 
and learned he was a member of 
South Africa’s western leopard 
toad species. 

She found help at Baltimore 
County’s division of animal ser¬ 
vices. They’re now trying to find 
Riley a zoo home. 

Chain changes its fries 
name 'crack’ to 'cosmik’ 

WkM | GRAND RAPIDS — A 
IV I1 Michigan-based bar 
and restaurant chain says it’s 
changing the name of its “Crack 
Fries” to “Cosmik Fries” to dis¬ 
tance itself from a word associ¬ 
ated with the drug epidemic. 

HopCat’s founder Mark Sell¬ 
ers told MLive.com that the new 
name is a nod to the song “Cos¬ 
mik Debris” by Frank Zappa, one 
of his favorite artists. 

BarFly Ventures CEO Mark 


Gray announced in a December 
post on HopCat’s website that the 
“Crack Fries” name was being 
scrapped but the recipe and in¬ 
gredients of its seasoned fries 
would stay the same. 

Gray has said HopCat picked 
the “Crack Fries” name more than 
a decade ago as a reference to the 
addictive quality of the fries and 
their cracked pepper seasoning. 

Giant ice disc draws 
gawkers to river 

MP WESTBROOK, 

IVI Cl MAINE — Think of it 
as a crop circle, but in a river. 

A curious formation that has 
grabbed the attention of Greater 
Portland, Maine, is actually a spin¬ 
ning ice disk, and it’s roughly 100 
yards wide. The formation in the 
Presumpscot River has has drawn 
comparisons to an alien space¬ 
craft, a carousel and the moon. 

Rob Mitchell, who owns a nearby 
office building, spotted the alien¬ 
looking disk Monday morning and 
immediately notified the city of 
Westbrook, just outside Portland. 
Officials say the disk is spinning 
slowly counter-clockwise, and has 
served as a big raft for ducks and 
other birds. Mitchell says: “It was 
a big duck-go-round.” 

From wire reports 
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SAG slams 
academy for 
Oscar tactics 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated. Press 

The Screen Actors Guild on 
Monday called on the film acade¬ 
my to stop trying to prevent stars 
from appearing on award shows 
before the Oscars. 

In an unusually critical state¬ 
ment Monday, SAG-AFTRA said 
it has received multiple reports 
that the Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
ture Arts and Sciences is pres¬ 
suring actors to appear only at 
next month’s Academy Awards. 
Several award shows occur be¬ 
fore that, including the guild’s 
own Screen Actors Guild Awards 
on January 27. 

“This self-serving intimida¬ 
tion of SAG-AFTRA members is 
meant to limit their opportunities 
to be seen and honor the work of 
their fellow artists throughout 
the season. Actors should be free 
to accept any offer to participate 
in industry celebrations,” SAG- 
AFTRA said in a statement. “The 
apparent attempt by the acad¬ 
emy to keep our members from 
presenting on their own awards 
show is utterly outrageous and 
unacceptable.” 

“We call on the academy to 
cease this inappropriate action,” 
it concluded. 

Messages left with the academy 
were not immediately returned 
Monday. 

Following Kevin Hart’s de¬ 
parture, the Academy Awards 
remain without a host. With less 
than six weeks to go before the 
Feb. 24 broadcast, they appear 
likely to remain that way. To com¬ 
pensate, the film academy has 
apparently sought to populate the 
telecast with starry presenters. 
One reported gambit has been to 
unite the “Avengers” cast at the 
Oscars. 

The open feud with SAG- 
AFTRA is only the latest head¬ 
ache for the film academy, which 
is seeking to revamp this year’s 
Oscars telecast. It earlier scuttled 
plans for a new best popular film 
category after a backlash. 


By Rick Bentley 

Tribune News Service 

Character actor Jamie McShane’s latest addition to the 
131 roles he’s played in television and film is the new Fox 
sci-fi/drama “The Passage.” He knows people might recog¬ 
nize his face from his work on “Bloodline” or “Bosch,” but 
many won’t know his name. 

He’s OK with that, because McShane brings the same 
unflinching drive as an actor that he had in his younger 
days when he was playing sports and striving to be the best, 
first at hockey and then tennis. 

“I got very good at hockey, but then I got hurt,” McShane 
says. “It was a random injury that meant I couldn’t play 
contact sports anymore. I had always wanted to be an actor 
from a young age. After I got hurt, I realized that life was 
not going to go the way I wanted. So I used the same cre¬ 
ativity and discipline I had with sports to get into acting.” 

“The Passage,” premiering Monday, is based on the tril¬ 
ogy of the same name from author Justin Cronin. The se¬ 
ries’ focus is Project NOAH, a secret medical facility where 
scientists are experimenting with a dangerous virus that 
could lead to the cure for all disease. There’s one big catch: 
It also carries the potential to wipe out the human race. 

A federal agent (Mark-Paul Gosselaar) is assigned to 
bring in a young girl (Saniyya Sidney) who has been se¬ 
lected to be a test subject. He decides to take on the role of 
surrogate father and looks for ways to protect her from the 
fate that has befallen McShane’s character. He’s a former 
scientist who has become a powerful, mind-controlling, 
blood-drinking creature because of the virus. 

Also starring in “The Passage” are Caroline Chikezie, 
Henry Ian Cusick, Vincent Piazza, Brianne Howey, McKin¬ 
ley Belcher III and Emmanuelle Chriqui. 

McShane doesn’t understand why he has been able to 
work so much over the past two-plus decades while other 



Jamie McShane 
in an episode of 
“The Passage.” 


Ready for 
anything 

Jamie McShane’s 
acting career heads 
down new ‘Passage’ 



McShane 
worked on two 
feature films 
and 26 epi¬ 
sodes of televi¬ 
sion programs 
in 2017. 


actors struggle. His only explanation is the massive amount 
of determination he has for every role that starts with the 
first audition. 

“I prepare immensely for every audition because I have 
got to get the job,” McShane says. “Every single audition, I 
have to do my best. I have never had that moment where I 
decided to give up the idea of an acting career except when 
I was living in New Jersey and driving a truck all day while 
I tried to get acting work. 

“I would slam my head on the steering wheel and cry 
and say ‘Let me quit, let me quit.’ But I never could. Once I 
started getting costarring and guest-starring roles, it was 
never a thought of not wanting to do this anymore. It was 
always ‘Where is the next job?’ ” 

That question was answered repeatedly for McShane in 
2017, a year he calls the most fulfilling in his career. He 
worked on two feature films and 26 episodes of television 
programs, including “Bosch” and “Unsolved: The Murders 
of Tupac and the Notorious B.I.G.” at the same time. 

He had never played a character before who had the 
mental capability to tap into other people and control other 
people. McShane’s take on the scientist/creature is he never 
wanted to be turned but has decided to play the cards he’s 
been dealt. And he’s playing the character as having some 
sinister fun. 

McShane’s found the role fascinating and is excited to 
see where it’s going to go. 

Had the original plans for “The Passage” continued, 
McShane could have gone completely unnoticed by the au¬ 
dience. That’s because he would have been hidden by his 
character’s ghoulish look. 

“They went with heavy prosthetics at first, and then they 
decided I was too unrecognizable as myself, so they went to 
just painting it on,” McShane says. “It takes probably two, 
two and a half hours, and then getting it all off takes a bit as 
well, unless they decide I keep it on or something.” 


Keys to host Grammys 


From wire reports 

While the Oscars remain with¬ 
out a host, the Grammy Awards 
are doubling down on their fe¬ 
male presence this year by se¬ 
lecting singer-songwriter Alicia 
Keys as the ceremony’s host. 

“I know what it feels like to be 
on that stage, and I’m going to 
bring that vibe and energy,” the 
15-time Grammy winner said in 
a statement from the Recording 
Academy on Tuesday. 

“I’m so excited to be the mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies on the biggest 
night in music and celebrate the 
creativity, power and magic. I’m 
especially excited for all the in¬ 
credible women nominated this 
year! It’s going UP on Feb. 10!” 
Keys added. 

The first-time host takes over 


the job that was long held by rap¬ 
per LL Cool J, and then by “The 
Late Late Show” star James Cor- 
den for the past two years. 

In a behind-the-scenes video 
accompanying the announce¬ 
ment, the “Girl on Fire” singer 
is offered the job and proceeds to 
tell her loved ones, including her 
sleeping husband, Swizz Beatz, 
and unsuspecting young children, 
about the new gig. “The Voice” 
coach also revisits her own tro¬ 
phies, goes through her wardrobe 
selection and makes other prepa¬ 
rations for the upcoming show. 

“A dynamic artist with the rare 
combination of groundbreaking 
talent and passion for her craft, 
Alicia Keys is the perfect choice 
as host for our show,” said Neil 
Portnow, president and chief ex¬ 
ecutive of the Recording Acad- 



AP 


The Oscars might be without a 
host, but the Grammys are in 
good shape. Alicia Keys, a 15- 
time Grammy Award winner, will 
host the Feb. 10 Grammys for 
the first time. 

emy, in a statement. 

The 61st Grammy Awards will 
take place at Staples Center in 
Los Angeles on Feb. 10 and air 
live on AFN-Atlantic. 


Other news 

■ Hugh Grant has a plea for 
the thief who broke into his car: 
Please return the script that was 
inside. The British actor, who 
shot to fame in “Four Weddings 
and a Funeral” in 1994, tweeted 
about the break-in late Sunday 
night. He said that in “the un¬ 
likely chance that anyone knows 
who broke into my car tonight 
and stole my bag, please try and 
persuade them to at least return 
my script.” There were, he added, 
many weeks’ worth of “notes and 
ideas.” It is not clear what script 
he was working on. He asked for 
the script to be sent to a film com¬ 
pany in west London. Grant also 
expressed concern about the fate 
of his children’s medical cards. 

■ ESSENCE has named four 
actresses as its annual “Black 
Women in Hollywood” honorees. 
They are Regina Hall of “If Beale 


Street Could Talk” and “The Hate 
U Give,” Amandla Stenberg of 
“The Hate U Give,” Kiki Layne of 
“If Beale Street Could Talk” and 
Jenifer Lewis of “Black-ish.” The 
awards luncheon will be held Feb. 
21 in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

■ Carol Channing, the lanky, 
ebullient musical comedy star 
who delighted American audienc¬ 
es over almost 5,000 performanc¬ 
es as the scheming Dolly Levi 
in “Hello, Dolly!” on Broadway 
and beyond, has died. She was 
97. Publicist B. Harlan Boll said 
Channing died of natural causes 
Tuesday in Rancho Mirage, Calif. 
Boll says she had twice suffered 
strokes in the last year. 

■ Kim Kardashian and Kanye 
West are expecting their fourth 
child. Kardashian confirmed the 
surrogate pregnancy during an 
appearance Monday on Bravo’s 
“Watch What Happens Live with 
Andy Cohen.” 
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Facebook investing in local news initiatives 


By Barbara Ortutay 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Facebook says 
it is investing $300 million over 
the next three years in local news 
programs, partnerships and other 
initiatives. 

The money will go toward re¬ 
porting grants for local news¬ 
rooms, expanding Facebook’s 
program to help local newsrooms 
with subscription business mod¬ 
els and investing in nonprofits 
aimed at supporting local news. 

The move comes at a difficult 
time for the news industry, which 
is facing falling profits and print 
readership. 

Facebook, like Google, has also 
been partly blamed for the ongo¬ 
ing decline in newspapers’ share 
of advertising dollars as people 


and advertisers have moved 
online. 

Campbell Brown, Facebook’s 
head of global news partnerships, 
acknowledges the company “can’t 
uninvent the internet,” but says it 
wants to work with publishers to 
help them succeed on and off the 
social network. 

“The industry is going through 
a massive transition that has 
been underway for a long time,” 
she said. “None of us have quite 
figured out ultimately what the 
future of journalism is going to 
look like but we want to be part of 
helping find a solution.” 

Facebook has increased its 
focus on local news in the past 
year after starting off 2018 with 
the announcement that it was gen¬ 
erally de-emphasizing news sto¬ 
ries and videos in people’s feeds 


on the social network in favor of 
posts from their friends. 

At the same time, though, the 
company has been cautiously 
testing out ways to boost local 
news stories users are interested 
in and initiatives to support the 
broader industry. 

It launched a feature called 
“Today In” that shows people 
local news and information, in¬ 
cluding missing-person alerts, 
road closures, crime reports and 
school announcements, expand¬ 
ing it to hundreds of cities around 
the U.S. and a few in Australia. 

The push to support local news 
comes as Facebook, which is 
based in Menlo Park, Calif., tries 
to shake off its reputation as a 
hotbed for misinformation and 
elections meddling. The compa¬ 
ny says users have been asking 


to see more local content that is 
relevant to them, including news 
stories as well as community in¬ 
formation such as road closings 
during a snowstorm. 

The $300 million investment 
includes a $5 million grant to 
the nonprofit Pulitzer Center to 
launch “Bringing Stories Home,” 
a fund that will provide local U.S. 
newsrooms with reporting grants 
to support coverage of local is¬ 
sues. There’s also a $2 million in¬ 
vestment in Report for America 
as part of a partnership aiming 
to place 1,000 journalists in local 
newsrooms across the country 
over the next five years. 

The idea behind the invest¬ 
ments, Brown said, is to look “ho¬ 
listically at how a given publisher 
can define abusiness model. Face- 
book can’t be the only answer, the 


Huawei founder says company would not share user info 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

SHENZHEN, China — The 
founder of Huawei, in a new ef¬ 
fort to allay Western security 
concerns, said Tuesday that the 
Chinese tech giant would not 
comply with Chinese government 
requests to disclose confidential 
information about its foreign cus¬ 
tomers and their communication 
networks. 

Ren Zhengfei spoke in a rare 
meeting with foreign reporters as 
Huawei Technologies Ltd. coun¬ 
ters concerns that threaten to 
hamper its access to global mar¬ 
kets. Telecom carriers are pre¬ 
paring to spend billions of dollars 
on next-generation technology. 

Ren’s comments were the 74- 
year-old former military engi¬ 


neer’s first public response to 
foreign accusations his company 
is controlled by the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party or is required to fa¬ 
cilitate Chinese spying. 

The United States, Australia, 
Japan and some other govern¬ 
ments have imposed curbs on 
using Huawei technology over 
such concerns. 

Asked how the company would 
respond to an official demand for 
confidential details about its cus¬ 
tomers and their operations, Ren 
said, “We would definitely say no 
to such a request.” 

Asked whether Huawei might 
go to court, Ren said it would be 
up to Chinese authorities to “file 
litigation” if the company reject¬ 
ed such a request. 

Ren said neither he nor the 
company have ever received a 


government request for “improp¬ 
er information” about anyone. 

Huawei, the biggest global sup¬ 
plier of network equipment used 
by phone and internet companies, 
says it is employee-owned. Ren 
said no government entity or any 
other investor who isn’t a current 
or former employee owns “one 
cent of Huawei shares.” 

Ren said Huawei has no re¬ 
search cooperation with the rul¬ 
ing party’s military wing, the 
People’s Liberation Army. He 
said the company also has no ded¬ 
icated unit for military sales and 
he knew of no purchases of civil¬ 
ian technology by the PLA. 

Ren is the father of Huawei’s 
chief financial officer, Meng Wan- 
zhou, who was arrested Dec. 1 in 
Canada on U.S. charges related to 
possible violations of trade sanc¬ 


tions on Iran. 

Ren said he misses his daugh¬ 
ter but couldn’t discuss her case 
while it was before a court. 

However, he said Huawei obeys 
the law, including trade sanc¬ 
tions, in every country where it 
operates. 


MARKET WATCH 


Jan. 14,2019 


Dow Jones 
industrials 



23,909.84 


Nasdaq 

composite 



6,905.92 


Standards -13.65 
Poor’s 500 2,582.61 


Russell 

2000 



1,432.81 


only solution — we don’t want 
the publisher to be dependent on 
Facebook.” 

Fran Wills, CEO of the Local 
Media Consortium, which is re¬ 
ceiving $1 million together with 
the Local Media Association to 
help their member newsrooms 
develop new revenue streams, 
said she is optimistic the invest¬ 
ment will help. 

“I think they are recognizing 
that trusted, credible content is of 
benefit not only to local publish¬ 
ers but to them,” she said. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 16). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 16). 

British pound (Jan. 16).. 

Japanese yen (Jan. 16). 

South Korean won (Jan. 16). 

Commercial rate 
Bahrain (Dinar).. 

.$1.1725 

.€0.8529 

.$1.32 

.106.00 

.1,091.00 

.0.3770 

Britain (Pound). 

.1.2839 

China (Yuan). 

I!"Z! 6.7581 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro.1 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) . 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

.6.5159 

.17.9131 

.1455/0.8730 

.7.8434 

.282.05 

.3.6677 

.108.49 

.0.3029 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.8.5064 

.52.09 

.3.75 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7511 

.1.3535 

.1,121.58 

.0.9857 

.31.87 


Turkey (NewLira).5.4429 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


.5.50 

.3.00 

rate.2.40 

.2.40 

.3.06 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST ■ WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 



THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



Philippine 



63/56 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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Iran takes another American hostage 
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By Jason Rezaian 

The Washington Post 

N ext month Iran will mark 40 years 
since the founding of the Islamic 
republic. But as the regime en¬ 
ters middle age, it continues to 
partake in many of the same criminal acts 
that first put it on the international map. 

Now on the verge of that revolutionary 
anniversary comes news of yet another 
American gone missing in Iran. This one 
was not a dual national, as many of the re¬ 
cent Americans captured by the regime 
were, but rather a veteran of the U.S. Navy 
who was in Iran visiting his girlfriend. 

Michael White, 46, went to Iran with 
a U.S. passport that held a valid Iranian 
tourist visa in it. He had visited and left the 
country multiple times in recent months. 
As a former long-term resident of Iran who 
hosted multiple American guests, I can say 
with high confidence that the Iranian gov¬ 
ernment conducts elaborate background 
checks on all applicants from the U.S. 
Anyone who is granted entry will find that 
their visits are heavily scrutinized, making 
it extremely hard to run afoul of the law. 

But White disappeared in July. His 
mother filed a missing person’s report. 
Nothing has been heard from him since. 
The State Department is aware that he’s 
in prison and says that it is working the 
usual channels for release. Unfortunately, 
though, since President Donald Trump 
pulled out of the nuclear deal with Iran last 
May — while at least six other U.S. persons 
remain in prison there or unaccounted for 
— nearly all diplomatic contact between 
Washington and Tehran has been cut. 

Iran has a long record of detaining for¬ 
eign nationals. In most cases it turns out 
that the lone offense committed is that they 


By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

H ow is everyone coping with 
the national emergency? No, 
President Donald Trump has 
not yet followed through on his 
threat to get funding for a border wall by 
invoking special provisions of obscure mil¬ 
itary construction laws. 

I’m talking about the national emergency 
due to the “actions and policies of certain 
members of the Government of Belarus 
and other persons to undermine Belarus’ 
democratic processes.” President George 
W. Bush declared it on June 16, 2006, and 
it has been in effect ever since. 

This is just one of 31 presidentially de¬ 
clared national emergencies currently in 
force, the oldest of which President Jimmy 
Carter decreed in 1979 to enable the freez¬ 
ing of Iranian assets during the hostage 
crisis. 

Plainly, if Trump evades Congress’ re¬ 
fusal to fund a border wall by declaring 
a national emergency at the border, thus 
freeing up otherwise committed military 
funds, it would not be the first time a presi¬ 
dent took advantage of the inherent elastic¬ 
ity of the term. 

This is no accident but the foreseeable 
result of numerous statutes in which Con¬ 
gress has delegated ostensibly exceptional 
lawmaking power to the executive branch. 

These provisions allow presidential 
emergency rule in certain circumstances 
— situationally, because the U.S. Constitu¬ 
tion, unlike those of other countries, allows 
no general state of emergency. The laws 
usefully enable the federal government to 
respond to crises quickly and decisively, 
natural disasters and epidemics being the 
classic examples. 


hold a non-Iranian passport — meaning 
that their home country may give conces¬ 
sions to secure their release. 

This is the stuff of pirates, terrorist 
groups — and the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
since its very inception. Hostage-taking 
has become a favorite Iranian method of 
exerting foreign policy pressure on coun¬ 
tries — such as the U.S. — that show a com¬ 
mitment to the well-being of their citizens. 

Iran has effectively admitted to tak¬ 
ing White hostage. Last week the spokes¬ 
man for Iran’s Foreign Ministry, Bahram 
Ghasemi, announced White’s arrest. But 
he gave no mention of any charges or why 
White had not been able to contact his fam¬ 
ily for six months. 

Ghasemi mentioned nothing about the 
status of the “case” against White, or 
whether he has received due process. It’s 
simply understood that such excessive 
Western concepts don’t apply to the regime 
in Iran’s twisted version of justice. 

By now this is all very run-of-the-mill 
for Iran. Routine. Business as usual. 

So too, though, are the propaganda ef¬ 
forts Tehran often resorts to in these cases, 
and this is the aspect of Iran’s hostage¬ 
taking that’s hardest to stomach. Not only 
are families ripped apart, often for years 
on end, but their falsely imprisoned loved 
ones also become the targets of Iran’s state 
broadcasters. Last week they aired the 
most revolting one of these to date: a film 
about Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe that in¬ 
cluded footage of her arrest. Zaghari-Rat¬ 
cliffe is an Iranian-British dual national 
who was separated from her child at the 
Tehran airport in April 2016 as they were 
set to return to London from a holiday visit¬ 
ing Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s parents in Tehran. 

She’s been in prison for more than 1,000 
days. She turned 40 in Evin prison. She 


Yet they may also undermine truth in 
policymaking and the separation of pow¬ 
ers itself, even in good causes. 

Bush sanctioned Belarus’ dictatorship 
under the International Emergency Eco¬ 
nomic Powers Act of 1977, the main vehicle 
by which presidents impose economic pun¬ 
ishment on dictators, terrorists and other 
international bad actors. The terms of the 
statute require the president to find that 
wrongdoing abroad is not simply repugnant 
and worthy of a strong American response, 
as the destruction of democracy in Belarus 
— and in other targets of U.S. sanctions, 
such as Venezuela — certainly was. The 
president must also proclaim, often less 
plausibly, an “unusual and extraordinary 
threat ... to the national security and for¬ 
eign policy of the United States.” 

The International Emergency Econom¬ 
ic Powers Act is far from the only statute 
that shifts legislative power to the execu¬ 
tive branch on the subjective basis of what 
the latter considers, or claims to consider, 
an emergency. The Federal Employees 
Pay Comparability Act of 1990 allows the 
president to override otherwise automatic 
raises “because of national emergency or 
serious economic conditions affecting the 
general welfare” — a power presidents 
have regularly invoked in both good times 
and bad. Section 232 of the Trade Expan¬ 
sion Act permits the president to impose 
tariffs on goods whose importation would 
“threaten to impair the national security.” 
The section requires a fact-finding process 
first, to be sure, but that’s easily manipu- 
lable for protectionist purposes, which is 
why Trump’s Commerce Department rec¬ 
ommended tariffs on steel imports from 
Costa Rica, a tiny Central American coun¬ 
try that does not even have an army. 

Once delegated, an emergency power 


hasn’t seen her husband, Richard, in all 
that time. Their daughter Gabriella — just 
a toddler at the time of her mother’s arrest 
on trumped-up charges that the charity 
worker somehow intended to topple the re¬ 
gime — is now 4 with no memory of living 
with either of her parents. She lives with 
her grandparents in Tehran and is allowed 
two short visits a week with her mother. 

While the regime’s claims do little to 
convince anyone in the outside world of 
the supposed guilt of a particular hostage, 
inside Iran they destroy the lives of those 
people and their families living there. In a 
society where the fear of authorities has al¬ 
ways loomed, the relatives of the detained 
become pariahs in their communities. 

Denied adequate medical attention for 
potentially life-threatening conditions, 
and cut off from phone calls to her fam¬ 
ily, Zaghari-Ratcliffe is set to embark on a 
hunger strike. For a political prisoner, this 
is the ultimate act of defiance and despera¬ 
tion. No one should be put in that position, 
least of all the innocent mother of a child. 

But this is what Iran’s regime does again 
and again. Hostage-taking has been the 
most important factor in shaping the inter¬ 
national perception of Iran, yet the author¬ 
ities there have done little to try to change 
it. The message is clear: We have no prob¬ 
lem singling out innocent people and de¬ 
stroying their lives to reach our goals. 

Until the Iranian regime ends this 
treacherous practice once and for all, we 
must continue to do all that we can to shine 
a light on those wrongly imprisoned there. 
Without that exposure, there is little hope 
for their safe return. 

Jason Rezaian is a writer for The Washington 
Post’s Global Opinions. He served as The Post’s 
correspondent in Tehran from 2012 to 2016. He 
spent 544 days unjustly imprisoned by Iranian 
authorities until his release in January 2016. 


is not easily checked. In 1976, Congress 
passed the National Emergencies Act to 
address the fact that previous Congresses 
had handed the executive branch “enough 
authority to rule the country without refer¬ 
ence to normal constitutional process,” as 
a committee report rather ominously put 
it. The act created no substantive defini¬ 
tion of “emergency.” Its key provision was 
a one-year limit on any declared emergen¬ 
cy unless the president publicly renewed it, 
subject to override by a simple majority of 
both houses of Congress. 

However, the Supreme Court struck 
down such “legislative vetoes” in 1983. 
Now, the only way Congress can terminate 
a national emergency is to pass a statute 
— subject to presidential veto. 

Except in very rare cases, therefore, 
once a national emergency starts, only the 
president can end it. 

Could the federal courts impose limits 
on emergency powers, as many who worry 
about Trump’s possible border emergency 
hope? Courts are traditionally reluctant to 
second-guess security-related presidential 
determinations. Trump might stretch the 
emergency provisions of existing military 
construction laws, but at least they’re laws, 
and presidents usually enjoy a presump¬ 
tion of legality when they act pursuant to 
statute. 

Only Congress can reclaim the emer¬ 
gency powers it has granted the president, 
assuming, of course, that lawmakers want 
the responsibility back, too. And of course, 
any such effort would be subject to a presi¬ 
dential veto. 

This does not quite seem like the kind of 
government the Founders envisioned. But 
it is the one we have. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist Charles 
Lane specializes in economic and fiscal policy. 


President has vast, unchecked emergency powers 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Zilch 
5 Male swan 
8 “Ditto” 

12 Mideast airline 


58 Fish story 

59 Take five 


DOWN 

1 Tennis barriers 


23 Hideaways 

25 Up to 

26 ER workers 

27 Move in waves 
29 Entreaty 



/ / REAP YOUR ARTICLE N 

/ 'SOOT HOW IT T0RNEP 

1 OUT THE S*t£ THAT 
SHOT THAT BLACK &IRL 
\WA$ BLACK, NOT WHITER 

\ ¥ 1 REAP THE COMMENTS N 
| r UNPER IT. IT WAS ' 

1 ALMOST NOTHIN' BUT 

WHITE PEOPLE 
&LEEFUL ABOUT IT. j 



^ LI Z. 


THEY WAS SO WAY ROBBINS 
IT IN YOUR FACE., THEY 
FORGOT THEY TALKIN' ‘300T 
WE MVRPER OF A 
PRECIOUS LITTLE &!RL. 


I PONT THINK I'VE EVER 
HEARP YOU SAY ’GLEEFUL' 
BEFORE IN MY WHOLE 
ENTIRE LIFE. ...OR 
'PRECIOUS.' j ~ 





13 Glacial 

14 “Let’s go!” 

15 Pattern 

17 Help a hood 

18 Old photo tint 

19 Walks with pride 
21 Yuletide tune 

24 Archipelago 
unit (Abbr.) 

25 Verifiable 

28 Carton sealer 
30 Mimic 

33 Hostel 

34 Goes belly up 

35 Water tester 

36 “Acid” 

37 French 101 verb 

38 Quick look 

39 Online address 
41 Ump’s call 

43 Steak choices 
46 Toy bricks 

50 Actor McGregor 

51 Intensify 

54 Damon of 
Hollywood 

55 Essen 
exclamation 

56 Grand tale 

57 On the briny 

1-16 


2 Sheltered 

3 Slightly wet 

4 Skiing style 

5 Spy org. 

6 Halloween mo. 

7 Tournament 
passes 

8 Surgery 
reminders 

9 Walk 

10 Champagne 
brand 

11 Tolkien creatures 
16 Thai language 
20 Cravats 

22 Coup d’ — 


31 “The Raven” 
writer 

32 “A mouse!” 

34 Fedora fabric 
38 Kitchen gadget 
40 Oscar de la — 

42 Ga. neighbor 

43 Disaster aid org. 
44“As — saying ...” 
45 Barking critter 

47 Be slack-jawed 

48 Elevator name 

49 Faction 

52 High school subj. 

53 “Evita” role 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


HB Z YMHQGHUC GHRRZHU 
UQQYD ZU ZVMQDHGQ 
AZYQXHZR, H HAZCHUQ MHD 
BHXDY IMPHIQ HD XPSSQX 


IQAQUY. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: NEW CABLE CHANNEL 
THAT FEATURES ALL SORTS OF SHOWS ABOUT 
NUCLEAR REACTIONS: TELE-FISSION. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals V 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRIPES: 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 



Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


H&R BLOCK 8 

Germany H&R Block Tax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

ijb&l 

1m\ 

x help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSlQfSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


^ 7777777777 *^ 777 * 7777 . 


** 7 / 7 ** 7 / 7 *// 7 ** 7 / 7 *:/ 7 *:/* 7 *:/* 7:7777 


Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Classifiedsl 
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features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 
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• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 
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• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 
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• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL playoffs 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 5 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday, Jan. 6 

L.A. Chargers 23, Baltimore 17 
Philadelphia 16, Chicago 15 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 12 

Kansas City 31, Indianapolis 13 
L.A. Rams 30, Dallas 22 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

New England 41, L.A. Chargers 28 
New Orleans 20, Philadelphia 14 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
NFC 

L.A. Rams at New Orleans 

AFC 

New England at Kansas City 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC VS. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 3 
At Atlanta 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Jan. 13 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 


Record Pts Pvs 

17-3-0 980 2 
15-3-2 937 1 
14-4-2 906 3 


12-6-2 794 


16-5-1 709 6 

14- 4-1 641 12 

15- 5-3 549 10 

13-6-1 506 14 
12-6-4 505 7 

12- 8-1 427 9 

13- 7-2 420 11 

14- 6-0 379 16 
9-5-1 314 17 

11-6-4 235 15 

16- 9-1 206 13 
14-6-2 164 18 

8-5-3 71 19 


1. Massachusetts (35) 

2. St. Cloud State (12) 

3. Denver (3) 

4. Ohio State 

5. Minnesota Duluth 

6. Minnesota State 

7. Quinnipiac 

8. Northeastern 

9. Bowling Green 

10. Western Michigan 

11. Providence 

12. Notre Dame 

13. Penn State 

14. Clarkson 

15. Cornell 

16. Union 

17. Arizona State 

18. Lake Superior 

19. Yale 

20. North Dakota _ 

Others receiving votes: UMass Lowell 

46, Harvard 23, Boston University 13, Min¬ 
nesota 13, Air Force 10, Miami 10, North¬ 
ern Michigan 9, Michigan 6, Wisconsin 4, 
Bemidji State 1, Boston College 1. 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 
East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 
North vs. South 


AP sportlight 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 13, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Duke (36) 14-1 1,558 1 

2. Michigan (9) 17-0 1,497 2 

3. Tennessee (13) 14-1 1,482 3 

4. Virginia (6) 15-0 1,473 4 

5. Gonzaga 16-2 1,315 5 

6. Michigan St. 15-2 1,292 6 

7. Kansas 14-2 1,188 7 

8. Texas Tech 15-1 1,157 8 

9. Virginia Tech 14-1 1,091 9 

10. Nevada 16-1 1,015 10 

11. Florida St. 13-3 918 13 

12. Kentucky 12-3 790 18 

13. North Carolina 12-4 678 12 

14. Auburn 12-3 669 11 

15. Marquette 14-3 668 21 

16. Buffalo 15-1 625 19 

17. NC State 14-2 586 15 

18. Mississippi 13-2 501 - 

19. Maryland 14-3 412 - 

20. Oklahoma 13-3 394 23 

21. Houston 16-1 387 17 

22. Villanova 13-4 300 - 

23. Iowa 14-3 172 - 

24. Mississippi St. 12-3 154 14 

25. Indiana 12-4 116 22 

Others receiving votes: Louisville 112, 

Nebraska 36, Ohio St. 34, Wisconsin 31, 
Iowa St. 20, UCF 17, Purdue 16, Kansas 
St 14, St. John’s 12, TCU 12, Murray St. 

9. Washington 8, Arizona 8, LSU 7, Seton 
Hall 6, South Carolina 6, Temple 5, Min¬ 
nesota 3, Wofford 2, Cincinnati 2, Florida 
1, Hofstra 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 13, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Virginia (13) 15-0 770 1 

2. Duke (6) 14-1 754 2 

3. Tennessee (7) 14-1 745 3 

4. Michigan (6) 17-0 738 4 

5. Gonzaga 16-2 644 6 

6. Michigan State 15-2 641 5 

7. Virginia Tech 14-1 577 7 

8. Kansas 14-2 572 9 

9. Texas Tech 15-1 564 8 

10. Nevada 16-1 512 11 

11. Florida State 13-3 383 13 

12. Auburn 12-3 381 10 

13. Marquette 14-3 331 19 

14. Kentucky 12-3 323 18 

15. North Carolina 12-4 310 12 

16. N.C. State 14-2 307 16 

17. Buffalo 15-1 288 20 

17. Houston 16-1 288 15 

19. Oklahoma 13-3 216 22 

20. Mississippi 13-2 192 — 

21. Villanova 13-4 146 - 

22. Maryland 14-3 140 - 

23. Mississippi State 12-3 118 14 

24. Iowa 14-3 108 25 

25. Indiana 12-4 75 24 

Others receiving votes: Ohio State 74, 

Iowa State 38, Louisville 27, UCF 26, TCU 
24, Nebraska 21, St. John’s 18, Kansas 
State 14, Arizona 6, Furman 5, Minnesota 
5, Arizona State 4, North Texas 4, Purdue 
3, Washington 3, Wisconsin 3, LSU 2. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Brown 100, Johnson & Wales (Rl) 61 
Bucknell 93, Holy Cross 78 
Monmouth (NJ) 63, Siena 60, OT 
NC A&T 67, Md.-Eastern Shore 58 
NC Central 71, Delaware St. 70 
Pittsburgh 75, Florida St. 62 
SOUTH 

Alabama St. 81, MVSU 79, OT 
Grambling St. 77, Alcorn St. 42 
Howard at Morgan St., ppd. 

Jackson St. 64, Southern U. 58 
Lindsey Wilson 104, Oakwood 84 
Livingstone 102, Chowan 91 
Maryland 64, Wisconsin 60 
‘ ’ folk St. 75, Bethune-Cookman 68 


1962 — Wilt Chamberlain of the Phila¬ 
delphia Warriors scores 42 points and 
grabs 24 rebounds as he won MVP hon¬ 
ors even though his East team lost to the 
West 150-130 in the NBA All-Star game. 
The West’s Bob Pettit pulls down an All- 
Star record 27 rebounds. 

1972 — The Dallas Cowboys dominate 
the Miami Dolphins, setting a Super Bowl 
record of 252 yards rushing en route to a 
24-3 victory. 

1974 — Mickey Mantle and Whitey 
Ford are elected to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. Mantle is elected in his first year 
of eligibility and Ford in his second year. 

1988 — Jimmy “The Greek” Snyder, 
the CBS NFL Today tout for 12 years, is 
fired for his racial comments during an 
interview the previous day with WRC-TV 
in Washington. 

1993 — Kansas beats Louisville 98-77 
for its 1,500th win in school history. 

1993 — Michael Jordan scores 64 
points, but Chicago is upended in over¬ 
time by visiting Orlando 128-124. The 
Magic are led by rookie center Shaquille 
O’Neal, who has 29 points and 24 re¬ 
bounds. 


Central Methodist 86, Mount Mercy 79 
Culver-Stockton 78, Missouri Valley 73 
Kansas 80, Texas 78 
Nebraska 66, Indiana 51 
Wis.-Superior 88, Finlandia 64 
SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 50, Alabama A&M 49 
Baylor 73, Oklahoma St. 69 

FAR WEST 

N. Colorado 73, Montana St. 70 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday's games 

No. 8 Texas Tech vs. Iowa State 
No. 14 Auburn at Texas A&M 
No. 20 Oklahoma vs. Kansas State 
No. 21 Houston at SMU 
No. 23 Iowa at Penn State 
Thursday's games 
No. 5 Gonzaga vs. Loyola Marymount 
No. 6 Michigan State at Nebraska 
Friday’s games 

No. 16 Buffalo vs. Eastern Michigan 
No. 19 Maryland at Ohio State 
No. 22 Villanova vs. Xavier at the Wells 
Fargo Center 

Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Duke vs. No. 4 Virginia 
No. 2 Michigan at Wisconsin 
No. 3 Tennessee vs. Alabama 
No. 5 Gonzaga at Portland 
No. 7 Kansas at West Virginia 


No. 8 Texas Tech at Baylor 
No. 9 Virginia Tech vs. Wake Forest 
No. 10 Nevada vs. Air Force 
No. 12 Kentucky at No. 14 Auburn 
No. 13 North Carolina at Miami 
No. 17 N.C. State at Notre Dame 
No. 18 Mississippi vs. Arkansas 
No. 20 Oklahoma at Texas 
No. 21 Houston at South Florida 
No. 24 Mississippi State at Vanderbilt 
No. 25 Indiana at Purdue 
Sunday’s games 

No. 11 Florida State at Boston College 
No. 15 Marquette vs. Providence 
No. 23 Iowa vs. Illinois 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Jan. 13, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Notre Dame (23) 16-1 736 1 

2. UConn (1) 14-1 706 3 

2. Baylor (6) 13-1 706 4 

4. Louisville 15-1 652 2 

5. Oregon 15-1 621 5 

6. Stanford 14-1 615 6 

7. Mississippi St. 15-1 571 7 

8. NC State 17-0 542 8 

9. Maryland 15-1 505 9 

10. Oregon St. 14-2 482 10 

11. Texas 14-2 452 11 

12. Syracuse 14-2 427 12 

13. Gonzaga 16-1 369 14 

14. Marquette 14-3 352 15 

15. South Carolina 12-4 273 21 

16. Kentucky 15-3 243 16 

17. Michigan St. 12-3 217 23 

18. Iowa St. 13-3 202 20 

19. Arizona St. 12-4 192 19 

20. Tennessee 12-4 163 13 

20. Rutgers 13-3 163 - 

22. Iowa 11-4 146 17 

23. Minnesota 12-3 76 18 

24. DePaul 12-5 57 - 

25. Indiana 15-2 56 25 

Others receiving votes: Florida St. 54, 

Utah 36, Texas A&M 20, Butler 20, Mis¬ 
souri 19, California 17, Georgia 17, Cent 
Michigan 12, Drake 9, South Dakota 7, 
UCF 4, Auburn 4, Clemson 3, Purdue 3, 
Arizona 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Delaware St. 71, NC Central 61 
Mount St. Mary’s 84, CCSU 53 
NC A&T 51, Md.-Eastern Shore 49 
Robert Morris 89, LIU Brooklyn 37 
Sacred Heart 49, Bryant 48 
St. Francis Brooklyn 78, St. Francis 
(Pa.) 65 

Wagner 71, Fairleigh Dickinson 59 

SOUTH 

Chowan 76, Livingstone 55 
Grambling St. 61, Alcorn St. 56 
MVSU 64, Alabama St. 62 
Mississippi St. 85, Auburn 59 
Norfolk St. 57, Bethune-Cookman 50 
SC State 75, Coppin St. 59 
Southern U. 76, Jackson St. 74 
MIDWEST 

Central Methodist 72, Mount Mercy 61 
Culver-Stockton 80, Missouri Valley 69 
Iowa 81, Minnesota 63 
North Central (Minn.) 62, Mount Mary 52 
Ohio St. 65, Michigan St. 55 
William Penn 75, Benedictine (Kan.) 64 
Wis.-Superior 83, Finlandia 66 
SOUTHWEST 

Alabama A&M 78, Ark.-Pine Bluff 52 

FAR WEST 

Montana St. 79, N. Colorado 66 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday's games 

No. 1 Notre Dame at Virginia Tech 
No. 2 Baylor at Kansas 
No. 2 UConn at Tulane 
No. 11 Texas at Kansas State 
No. 18 Iowa State at West Virginia 
No. 20 Rutgers vs. Purdue 
No. 25 Indiana vs. Northwestern 
Thursday’s games 
No. 4 Louisville vs. Virginia 
No. 7 Mississippi State vs. No. 15 South 
Carolina 

No. 9 Maryland at No. 17 Michigan State 
No. 12 Syracuse at Pittsburgh 
No. 13 Gonzaga at BYU 
No. 16 Kentucky at LSU 
No. 20 Tennessee at Alabama 
No. 22 Iowa vs. Michigan 
No. 23 Minnesota at Wisconsin 
Friday’s games 

No. 5 Oregon vs. No. 19 Arizona State 
No. 6 Stanford vs. Washington 
No. 10 Oregon State vs. Arizona 
No. 14 Marquette vs. Seton Hall 
No. 24 DePaul vs. St. John’s 
Saturday’s games 
No. 11 Texas vs. TCU 
No. 13 Gonzaga at San Diego 
No. 18 Iowa State vs. Oklahoma 
Sunday’s games 

No. 1 Notre Dame vs. Boston College 
No. 2 Baylor vs. West Virginia 
No. 2 UConn at Temple 
No. 4 Louisville at Wake Forest 
No. 5 Oregon vs. Arizona 
No. 6 Stanford vs. Washington State 
No. 8 N.C. State vs. Virginia Tech 
No. 9 Maryland vs. Penn State 
No. 10 Oregon State vs. No. 19 Arizona 
State 

No. 12 Syracuse at Georgia Tech 

No. 14 Marquette vs. St. John’s 

No. 17 Michigan State at No. 20 Rutgers 

No. 22 Iowa at Illinois 

No. 23 Minnesota at Nebraska 

No. 24 DePaul vs. Seton Hall 

No. 25 Indiana at Purdue 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Blake Parker on a one-year con¬ 
tract. Designated RHP John Curtiss for 
assignment. Named Javier Valentin man¬ 
ager of Rochester (IL); Ramon Borrego 
manager, Cibney Bello and Justin Wil¬ 
lard pitching coaches, Steve Singleton 
hitting coach and Davey LaCroix trainer 
of Pensacola (SL); Toby Gardenhire man¬ 
ager, Matt Borgsculte hitting coach, Luis 
Ramirez pitching coach, Frank Jagoda 
coach and Ben Myers trainer of Fort 
Myers (FSL); Brian Dinkelman manager, 
Ryan Smith hitting coach, Luis Rodriguez 
coach and Tyler Blair trainer of Cedar 
Rapids (MWL); Richard Salazar pitching 
coach of Elizabethton (Appalachian); 
Robbie Robinson manager, Zach Bove 
and Carlos Hernandez pitching coaches, 
Cesar Castillo strength coach, Asja Mo- 
rello trainer and Micheal Thomas, Nate 
Rasmussen and Caleb Abney hitting 
coaches of the GCL Twins; Seth Feldman 
manager of the DSL Twins; Billy Boyer 
minor league infield and baserunning 
coordinator; Peter Fatse minor league 
hitting coordinator; Sam Perlozzo senior 
adviser to player development; Peter Lar¬ 
son minor league rehab pitching coach; 
and Matt Cheesman minor league equip¬ 
ment manager. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Agreed to 
terms with INF DJ LeMahieu on a two- 
year contract. Designated OF Tim Locas- 
tro for assignment. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Named Kyle 
Wilson hitting coach of Arkansas (TL), 
Rob Marcello pitching coach of Modesto 
(Cal), Ari Ronick pitching coach and 
Amanda Lee trainer of Everett (NWL), 
Connor Dawson hitting coach of the AZL 
Mariners, Andy Bisseli coach and Jorge 
Rodriguez trainer of the Dominican Acad¬ 
emy Mariners, Max Weiner minor league 
pitching coordinator, Adam Bernero mi¬ 
nor league peak performance coach and 
Trent Blank and Forrest Herrmann minor 
league pitching strategists. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Agreed to terms 
with OF Avisail Garcia on a one-year con- 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP David Phelps on a one- 
year contract. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Named Perry 
Minasian senior vice president of base¬ 
ball operations and assistant general 
manager; Alex Tamin assistant general 
manager, major league operations; Dixie 
Keller director, baseball administration; 
Garrett Wilson manager, baseball sys¬ 
tems; Noah Woodward manager, major 
league operations; Elizabeth Teran ex¬ 
ecutive assistant to the executive vice 
president and general manager; Matt 
Grabowski assistant director, amateur 
scouting operations; Ron Knight assis¬ 
tant director, minor league operations; 
Jonathan Schuerholz assistant director, 
professional scouting; and A.J. Scola as¬ 
sistant director, minor league person¬ 
nel. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Named Craig Bre- 
slow director of strategic initiatives for 
baseball operations. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with C Yasmani Grandal on a one- 
year contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Derek Holland on a one- 
year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NEW YORK KNICKS - Signed G Ka- 
deem Allen to a two-way contract. 


Pro baseball 


Free agents 

NEW YORK - The 113 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (3) - q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; 
Brandon Phillips, 2b; Drew Pomeranz, 
Ihp. 

CHICAGO (3) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; James Shields, 

^CLEVELAND (6) - Cody Allen, rhp; 
Melky Cabrera; of; Brandon Guyer, of; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Adam Rosales, inf; Josh 
Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) - Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (5) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Tony Sipp, 
Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (2) - Adeiny Hechavarria, 
ss; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp; Jed Lowrie, inf. 

SEATTLE (6) - Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Zach Duke, Ihp; Cameron Maybin, of; 
Andrew Romine, inf-of; Denard Span, of; 
Adam Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 


FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Named Steve 
Wilks defensive coordinator, Todd Monk- 
en offensive coordinator, Mike Priefer 
special teams coordinator, Stump Mitch¬ 
ell running backs/run game coordinator, 
James Campen offensive line/associate 
head coach, Ryan Lind ley quarterback 
coach, Jody Wright special assistant to 
the head coach, Jim Dray offensive qual¬ 
ity control coach and Tyler Tettleton of¬ 
fensive quality control coach. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Named Mike 
Munchak offensive line coach. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed S Isa¬ 
iah Johnson, CB D.J. Killings and WR Jor¬ 
dan Veasy to reserve/future contracts. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Named Gary 
Kubiak assistant head coach/offensive 
advisor, Brian Pariani tight ends coach 
and Klint Kubiak quarterbacks coach. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Signed DE Avery 
Moss and G Chad Slade to reserve/fu¬ 
ture contracts. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Promoted 
Shaun Sarrett to offensive line coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHLPA — D Josh Gorges announced 
his retirement. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned G Adin 
Hill to Tucson (AHL). 

DALLAS STARS - Traded F Devin Shore 
to Anaheim for F Andrew Cogliano. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Placed F Stefan 
Noesen on injured reserve, retroactive to 
Saturday. Recalled F Egor Yakovlev from 
Binghamton (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Reassigned G 
Brandon Halverson from Hartford (AHL) 
to Maine (ECHL). Acquired F Connor 
Brickley from Nashville for LW Cole Sch¬ 
neider. Recalled D Ryan Lindgren from 
Hartford (AHL). 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Re-signed F Mar¬ 
cus Sorensen to a two-year contract ex¬ 
tension, through the 2020-21 season. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Named Orlando 
Trustfull, Bob de Klerk and Rob Valentino 
assistant coaches. 

LA GALAXY — Re-signed M Emmanuel 
Boateng. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

SKY BLUE FC - Announced the retire¬ 
ment of D Christina Gibbons. Acquired 
F Nahomi Kawasumi from Seattle for F 
Shea Groom. 

WASHINGTON SPIRIT - Signed D Me¬ 
gan Crosson. 

COLLEGE 

ALABAMA - LB Mack Wilson will en¬ 
ter the NFL Draft. 

EAST CAROLINA - Named Nina Baloun 
director of football operations. 

GEORGIA - Named Todd Hartley tight 
ends coach. 

IOWA - TE T.J. Hockenson, DB Amani 
Hooker and DE Anthony Nelson will enter 
the NFL Draft. 

LSU — LB Devin White will enter the 
NFL Draft. 

NORTHWESTERN - Named Kurt An¬ 
derson offensive line coach. 

OKLAHOMA - QB Kyler Murray will 
enter the NFL Draft. 

PITTSBURGH - Named Mark Whipple 
offensive coordinator. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - Suspended 
G Kevin Porter Jr. indefinitely from the 
men’s basketball team for an unspeci¬ 
fied conduct issue. 

SYRACUSE — Announced the resigna¬ 
tion of women’s associate head lacrosse 
coach Regy Thorpe to become the coach 
and general manager of National La¬ 
crosse League’s New York team. 


TEXAS (6) — Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Bartolo Colon, rhp; Doug 
Fister, rhp; Yovani Gallardo, rhp; c; Mar¬ 
tin Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) —Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (6) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Jake Diekman, Ihp; 
q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris Stewart, c; Brad 
Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (7) - Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c. 

CHICAGO (4) - Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Bobby Wilson, c; Jus¬ 
tin Wilson, Ihp; 

COLORADO (5) — Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; Adam 
Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (4) - John Axford, rhp; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (4) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Wade Miley, Ihp; 
Mike Moustakas, 3b. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (3) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp. 
PITTSBURGH (1) - Josh Harrison, 2b. 
ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Nick Hundley, c; Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Greg Holland, 
rhp; Mark Reynolds, lb; Matt Wieters, c. 
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The Rockets’ James Harden goes up for a shot as the Grizzlies’ Garrett Temple, right, and Mike Conley 
defend during the first half Monday in Houston. 

Roundup 

Harden scores 57 in win 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — After scoring a 
season-high 57 points in Houston’s 
win over the Memphis Grizzlies 
on Monday night, James Harden 
was asked how he was able to put 
Sunday’s loss to Orlando, when 
he went l-for-17 from three-point 
range, behind him so quickly. 

“I went l-for-17? That’s a lot of 
threes missed,” he deadpanned. 
“Oh, wow!” 

Then the reigning MVP, who 
scored 38 points against the 
Magic despite that terrible statis¬ 
tic, got serious when asked if it’s 
easy to forget about such a night. 

“Yeah, because if I make six of 
them it’s on,” he said. “It’s a 60- 
point game. So Orlando got lucky 
last night.” 

Harden extended his streak 
of 30-point games to 17 by half¬ 
time, pouring in a franchise-re- 
cord 36 points in the first half to 
send Houston on its way to a 112- 
94 victory. It’s the longest such 
streak since Wilt Chamberlain 
had 20 straight games of at least 
30 points in 1964. 

It’s the franchise-record 14th 
time Harden has scored 40 this 
season and the eighth time in his 
last 11 games. It’s the third time 
he’s topped 50 points this season 
and the 12th time in his career. 
He surpassed his previous season 
best of 54 against Washington and 
fell just shy of the career-high and 
club-record 60 points he scored 
last January against Orlando. 

Houston teammate Austin Riv¬ 
ers, who joined the Rockets just 
three weeks ago, marveled at 


Harden’s ability to not let Sun¬ 
day’s struggles spill over into 
Monday’s performance. 

“He comes off a game where he 
was l-for-17 and everybody’s say¬ 
ing whatever and it just doesn’t 
even faze him. He just comes in 
tonight like he was 17-for-17,” Riv¬ 
ers said. “That’s just the mindset 
that the great ones have. I’m tell¬ 
ing you right now, if another play¬ 
er went l-for-17 they would have 
come in tonight a little ... messed 
up. James comes in and that’s 
just why he is who he is and it’s 
impressive.” 

Memphis coach J.B. Bicker- 
staff, who worked for the Rockets 
from 2011-16, said his team tried 
to keep the ball out of Harden’s 
hands, but Houston does such a 
good job of putting him in differ¬ 
ent spots on the floor that it’s dif¬ 
ficult to do effectively. 

“There’s so much space, so you 
have to give them credit and give 
him credit just for the talent he 
is and the impact he has on the 
game,” Bickerstaff said. 

Hornets 108, Spurs 93: 
Kemba Walker scored 33 points 
and Tony Parker enjoyed a tri¬ 
umphant return to his former 
hometown as Charlotte snapped 
San Antonio’s seven-game home 
winning streak. 

Parker had eight points, four 
assists and three rebounds in his 
first game back in San Antonio 
after signing with the Hornets 
during the offseason. 

Nets 109, Celtics 102: 
D’Angelo Russell scored 18 of his 
34 points in the third quarter and 


Brooklyn ended a 10-game losing 
streak to Boston. 

The Nets handed the Celtics a 
winless three-game road trip. 

With Kyrie Irving nursing a 
bruised right quadriceps, the Nets 
broke open the game with a 15-0 
run in the third and outscored the 
Celtics 44-21 in the period. 

Pelicans 121, Clippers 117: 
Anthony Davis had 46 points and 
16 rebounds, Julius Randle added 
27 points and New Orleans defeat¬ 
ed Los Angeles for just its second 
road win this season against a 
Western Conference team. 

Davis and Randle combined to 
score 24 of their team’s 28 points 
in the third quarter, when the Pel¬ 
icans stretched their lead to 20. 

Jazz 100, Pistons 94: Dono¬ 
van Mitchell scored 28 points and 
Rudy Gobert tied a career high 
with 25 rebounds to propel host 
Utah past Detroit. 

Kyle Korver had 19 points, in¬ 
cluding five three-pointers, to help 
the Jazz win for the sixth time in 
seven games. Gobert finished with 
18 points and two blocks. Mitchell 
has poured in at least 26 points in 
six consecutive games, the best 
such stretch of his career. 

Kings 115, Trail Blazers 107: 
De’Aaron Fox scored 16 points 
and made a key three-pointer 
with 1:30 remaining as host Sac¬ 
ramento beat Portland. 

Fox also had nine assists, 
Buddy Hield scored 19 points 
and Marvin Bagley III added 
13 points and 11 rebounds. The 
Kings have won three straight 
and four of five. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 33 12 .733 - 

Philadelphia 28 16 .636 4 'h 

Boston 25 18 .581 7 

Brooklyn 22 23 .489 11 

New York 10 33 .233 22 

Southeast Division 

Miami 21 20 .512 - 

Charlotte 20 23 .465 2 

Orlando 19 24 .442 3 

Washington 18 26 .409 4Vi 

Atlanta 13 30 .302 9 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 30 12 .714 - 

Indiana 28 14 .667 2 

Detroit 18 24 .429 12 

Chicago 10 33 .233 20V4 

Cleveland 9 35 .205 22 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 


25 18 .581 

25 20 .556 

21 23 .477 

20 23 .465 

19 24 .442 


Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Denver 29 13 .690 - 

Oklahoma City 26 16 .619 3 

Portland 26 19 .578 4Vi 

Utah 24 21 .533 6Vi 

Minnesota 21 22 .488 8Vi 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 29 14 .674 - 

L.A. Clippers 24 19 .558 5 

L.A. Lakers 23 21 .523 6Vi 

Sacramento 23 21 .523 6Vi 

Phoenix 11 33 .250 1814 

Monday’s games 
Brooklyn 109, Boston 102 
Houston 112, Memphis 94 
Charlotte 108, San Antonio 93 
Utah 100, Detroit 94 
Sacramento 115, Portland 107 
New Orleans 121, L.A. Clippers 117 
Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota at Philadelphia 
Phoenix at Indiana 
Oklahoma City at Atlanta 
Miami at Milwaukee 
Golden State at Denver 
Chicago at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Orlando at Detroit 
Brooklyn at Houston 
Milwaukee at Memphis 
Toronto at Boston 
San Antonio at Dallas 
Cleveland at Portland 
New Orleans at Golden State 
Utah at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
New York vs. Washington at London 
Philadelphia at Indiana 
Sacramento at Charlotte 
Phoenix at Toronto 
Chicago at Denver 
L.A. Lakers at Oklahoma City 

Monday 

Pelicans 121, Clippers 117 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 1-4 0-0 3, Da¬ 
vis 16-34 12-12 46, Randle 10-19 7-9 27, 
Payton 5-10 0-2 11, Holiday 8-24 1-3 19, 
Miller 2-3 0-0 6, Mirotic 0-3 0-0 0, Okafor 
3-6 0-0 6, Jackson 1-2 1-2 3. Totals 46-105 
21-28 121. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Harris 7-11 2-3 21, 
Gallinari 8-13 3-3 25, Gortat 3-5 1-3 7, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 0-3 0-0 0, Bradley 3-9 0- 
0 9, Harrell 10-16 6-9 26, Scott 1-1 0-0 3, 
Beverley 1-3 0-0 3, L.Williams 6-19 5-6 18, 
Wallace 2-6 0-0 5. Totals 41-86 17-24 117. 
New Orleans 32 34 28 27-121 

L.A. Clippers 36 27 25 29-117 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 8-25 
(Miller 2-3, Davis 2-5, Holiday 2-6, Moore 

I- 2, Payton 1-3, Jackson 0-1, Mirotic 0-2, 
Randle 0-3), L.A. Clippers 18-36 (Gallinari 
6-9, Harris 5-7, Bradley 3-8, Scott 1-1, Wal¬ 
lace 1-1, Beverley 1-2, L.Williams 1-6, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 0-1, Harrell 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—New Orleans 49 
(Davis 16), L.A. Clippers 50 (Beverley 11). 
Assists—New Orleans 28 (Holiday 8), L.A. 
Clippers 34 (Beverley 7). Total Fouls— 
New Orleans 19, L.A. Clippers 21. Techni- 
cals—Beverley. A-15,283 (18,997). 

Kings 115, Trail Blazers 107 

PORTLAND - Layman 6-9 1-1 13, 
Aminu 3-8 6-9 13, Nurkic 3-7 0-1 6, Lillard 

II- 27 9-9 35, McCollum 2-14 2-2 6, Leon¬ 
ard 4-5 0-0 11, Collins 0-1 2-4 2, Curry 2-6 
0-0 5, Turner 5-11 3-3 14, Stauskas 1-4 0-0 
2. Totals 37-92 23-29 107. 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert 2-9 0-0 6, 
Bjelica 2-7 0-0 4, Cauley-Stein 4-10 4-4 12, 
Fox 3-11 9-10 16, Hield 7-10 3-3 19, Jack- 
son 3-7 0-0 9, Giles III 6-7 0-0 12, Bagley III 
6-12 1-5 13, Ferrell 2-4 2-2 6, Bogdanovic 
8-10 0-0 18. Totals 43-87 19-24 115. 
Portland 27 17 31 32-107 

Sacramento 24 30 29 32-115 

Three-point goals—Portland 10-31 (Lil¬ 
lard 4-12, Leonard 3-4, Aminu 1-2, Curry 

1- 3, Turner 1-3, Collins 0-1, McCollum 0-1, 
Layman 0-2, Stauskas 0-3), Sacramento 
10-26 (Jackson 3-6, Bogdanovic 2-3, Hield 

2- 4, Shumpert 2-5, Fox 1-3, Bagley III 0-1, 
Bjelica 0-4). Fouled Out-Bagley III. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 49 (Nurkic, Aminu 11), 
Sacramento 48 (Bagley III 11). Assists— 
Portland 22 (Lillard, Nurkic 5), Sacra¬ 
mento 24 (Fox 9). Total Fouls—Portland 
23, Sacramento 23. Technicals—Portland 
coach Terry Stotts, Sacramento coach 
Kings (Defensive three second), Shump¬ 
ert. A-17,583 (17,608). 


Jazz 100, Pistons 94 

DETROIT - Bullock 4-6 3-3 13, Griffin 
7-17 2-2 19, Drummond 6-17 3-4 15, Jack- 
son 5-15 1-1 11, Brown 1-4 2-2 5, Johnson 

1- 5 0-0 3, Leuer 2-4 1-2 5, Smith 3-9 1-2 8, 
Galloway 2-8 0-0 5, Thomas 0-0 0-0 0, Ken- 
nard 4-5 0-0 10. Totals 35-90 13-16 94. 

UTAH - Ingles 3-10 5-6 13, Favors 4-9 

2- 5 10, Gobert 6-9 6-8 18, Mitchell 9-21 7-9 
28, O’Neale 0-0 0-0 0, Crowder 0-6 2-4 2, 
Niang 1-3 0-0 2, Korver 5-14 4-4 19, Allen 

3- 8 0-0 8. Totals 31-80 26-36 100. 

Detroit 31 28 15 20- 94 

Utah 27 26 22 25-100 

Three-point goals—Detroit 11-36 (Grif¬ 
fin 3-11, Kennard 2-2, Bullock 2-4, Brown 

1- 2, Johnson 1-3, Smith 1-3, Galloway 1-5, 
Drummond 0-1, Jackson 0-5), Utah 12- 
37 (Korver 5-11, Mitchell 3-7, Allen 2-5, 
Ingles 2-6, Favors 0-2, Niang 0-2, Crowder 
0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—De¬ 
troit 38 (Drummond 13), Utah 55 (Gobert 
25). Assists—Detroit 16 (Griffin, Jackson 
4), Utah 20 (Ingles 8). Total Fouls—Detroit 
27, Utah 18. Technicals—Drummond. A— 
18,306 (18,306). 

Hornets 108, Spurs 93 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 3-6 0-0 7, Wil¬ 
liams 3-6 2-2 11, Biyombo 2-4 5-7 9, Walk¬ 
er 13-27 0-0 33, Lamb 8-15 2-2 19, Bridges 

4- 5 0-0 8, Kidd-Gilchrist 1-5 0-0 3, Hernan- 
gomez 4-5 0-0 8, Parker 4-12 0-0 8, Gra¬ 
ham 0-2 0-0 0, Monk 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 43-92 
9-11 108. 

SAN ANTONIO - White 7-12 2-3 18, 
Aldridge 11-17 6-6 28, Gasol 0-1 2-2 2, 
Forbes 3-12 0-0 7, DeRozan 7-15 0-1 14, 
Cunningham 0-1 0-0 0, Pondexter 0-0 0- 
0 0, Bertans 3-6 0-0 8, Eubanks 0-0 0-0 0, 
Poeltl 1-2 0-0 2, Mills 6-16 0-0 14. Totals 
38-82 10-12 93. 

Charlotte 28 21 27 32-108 

San Antonio 24 19 29 21- 93 

Three-point goals—Charlotte 13-36 
(Walker 7-13, Williams 3-5, Lamb 1-3, 
Kidd-Gilchrist 1-3, Batum 1-4, Hernango- 
mez 0-1, Parker 0-1, Bridges 0-1, Graham 
0-2, Monk 0-3), San Antonio 7-20 (White 

2- 3, Bertans 2-5, Mills 2-6, Forbes 1-6). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Charlotte 
45 (Lamb, Kidd-Gilchrist 7), San Antonio 
36 (Aldridge 10). Assists—Charlotte 24 
(Walker 5), San Antonio 21 (White 7). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Charlotte 14, San Antonio 15. 
A-18,354 (18,581). 

Rockets 112, Grizzlies 94 

MEMPHIS - Temple 5-7 0-0 14, Jackson 
Jr. 5-11 2-3 12, Gasol 2-5 1-4 5, Conley 5-10 

3- 3 14, Carter 2-6 2-2 8, Casspi 4-6 2-2 12, 
J.Green 4-7 0-2 9, Rabb 2-2 1-2 5, Noah 1-3 
0-0 2, Mack 5-9 0-2 10, Watanabe 1-2 0-0 2, 
Holiday 0-3 1-2 1. Totals 36-71 12-22 94. 

HOUSTON - House Jr. 6-12 0-0 15, 
Tucker 1-6 2-2 5, Nene 1-1 0-0 2, Harden 
17-33 17-18 57, Rivers 4-12 1-2 11, Ennis III 
0-0 0-0 0, Hartenstein 0-2 0-0 0, Clark 3-4 
0-0 8, Chriss 0-1 0-0 0, G.Green 5-13 0-0 14. 
Totals 37-84 20-22 112. 

Memphis 29 19 22 24- 94 

Houston 24 30 33 25-112 

Three-point goals—Memphis 10-22 
(Temple 4-6, Casspi 2-2, Carter 2-4, J.Green 
1-2, Conley 1-4, Jackson Jr. 0-2, Holiday 0- 
2), Houston 18-48 (Harden 6-15, G.Green 

4- 11, House Jr. 3-7, Clark 2-3, Rivers 2-6, 
Tucker 1-4, Hartenstein 0-1, Chriss 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mem¬ 
phis 43 (Gasol, Conley, Noah 7), Hous¬ 
ton 36 (Harden 9). Assists—Memphis 31 
(Conley, Mack 7), Houston 17 (Rivers 6). 
Total Fouls—Memphis 20, Houston 20. 
A-18,055 (18,500). 

Nets 109, Celtics 102 

BOSTON - Tatum 12-19 7-11 34, Morris 

3-11 1-1 8, Horford 3-5 2-2 8, Rozier 3-12 
0-0 7, Brown 9-18 2-3 22, Ojeleye 0-3 0-0 
0, Hayward 1-6 0-0 3, Yabusele 1-2 0-0 2, 


102 . 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 7-11 3-3 19, Gra¬ 
ham 0-5 0-0 0, Allen 5-9 9-10 19, Russell 
13-26 1-2 34, Harris 4-10 4-4 13, Carroll 2- 
15 5-6 10, Davis 3-4 0-0 6, Dinwiddie 3-6 
0-0 8. Totals 37-86 22-25 109. 

Boston 25 20 21 36-102 

Brooklyn 27 19 44 19-109 

Three-point goals—Boston 11-36 (Ta¬ 
tum 3-5, Wanamaker 3-7, Brown 2-6, Mor¬ 
ris 1-4, Hayward 1-4, Rozier 1-6, Yabusele 
0-1, Theis 0-1, Ojeleye 0-2), Brooklyn 13- 
39 (Russell 7-13, Dinwiddie 2-3, Kurucs 
2-4, Harris 1-6, Carroll 1-9, Graham 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 41 
(Morris, Brown 6), Brooklyn 55 (Carroll 
14). Assists—Boston 21 (Rozier 5), Brook¬ 
lyn 18 (Russell 7). Total Fouls—Boston 
21, Brooklyn 20. Technicals—Dinwiddie. 
A-16,247 (17,732). 


Scoring 
G FG 

40 404 
32 316 
39 410 
43 418 
35 337 
34 340 
41365 


Harden, HOU 
Curry, GOL 
Davis, NOR 
Durant, GOL 
Leonard, TOR 
James, LAL 
Embiid, PHL 
Antetokounmpo, MIL 39 387 
George, OKC 41 374 

Lillard, POR 45 383 

Rebounds 
G OFF 

Drummond, DET 42 218 

Jordan, DAL 43 138 

Davis, NOR 39 133 

Embiid, PHL 41 95 

Gobert, UTA 45 162 


FT PTS AVG 

390 1392 34.8 
143 942 29.4 
287 1146 29.4 
298 1213 28.2 
226 962 27.5 
180 928 27.3 
327 1103 26.9 
253 1043 26.7 
209 1094 26.7 
272 1170 26.0 

DEF TOTAVG 

411 629 15.0 
463 601 14.0 
387 520 13.3 
451 546 13.3 
415 577 12.8 
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NBA 


Around the NBA 

Voting changes hurt Wade 



Randall Benton/AP 


Clippers coach Doc Rivers called Nuggets center Nikola Jokic “the 
best passing big in the league.” 

Elevating: Jokic-Murray 
chemistry sets tone for team 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“Jokic, he’s the best passing big 
in the league,” Los Angeles Clip¬ 
pers coach Doc Rivers recently 
said. “I don’t know who would be 
in that category other than him.” 

The Serbian center certainly 
stepped up this weekend. On 
Saturday, the Nuggets lost to a 
Phoenix Suns squad that’s last in 
the West. Jokic sensed his team 
needed a boost against Portland 
on the second night of a back-to- 
back. He delivered with 40 points 
and 10 rebounds in a 116-113 win 
as the Nuggets improved to 6-0 in 
the Northwest Division. 

“We were kind of loose. We 
were not focused,” Jokic said. “I 
tried to take advantage and do 
whatever.” 

Jokic pairs nicely with point 
guard Jamal Murray to form a 
powerful tandem. It’s proving 
difficult to contain, with Mur¬ 
ray averaging 18.5 points and 4.9 
assists. 

“It’s a lot of strain on our de¬ 
fense,” Charlotte coach James 
Borrego said. “You have two 
guys who are capable playmak- 
ers, passers/scorers out there. ... 
This team has multiple ways of 


scoring.” 

Murray and Jokic have built 
quite the chemistry. Take, for 
instance, a play against the Clip¬ 
pers in a win last Thursday, when 
Jokic grabbed a one-handed re¬ 
bound, quickly pivoted and lobbed 
a full-court pass over a defender 
to Murray for an easy dunk. 

“We have a connection,” Mur¬ 
ray said. “He’s got the I.Q. to 
make that kind of pass and we’ve 
been doing that all season.” 

Here’s something else: They’re 
beginning to get starters back 
from injury. Paul Millsap re¬ 
turned from a fractured right 
big toe in late December, while 
Will Barton took the floor over 
the weekend after missing 38 
games following hip/core muscle 
surgery. Gary Harris worked his 
way back from an ailing hip be¬ 
fore being sidelined again with 
a tight hamstring. He should re¬ 
turn soon. 

And waiting in the wings is vet¬ 
eran guard Isaiah Thomas, who’s 
been sidelined all season as he re¬ 
covers from hip surgery. 

“We have a lot of fun,” Murray 
said. “Basketball is always good 
when you are having fun.” 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

The NBA changed the All-Star 
voting process two years ago, in 
part to prevent Zaza Pachulia 
being elected a starter. 

Instead, it might keep Dwyane 
Wade from being one — again. 
Luka Doncic and Derrick Rose, 
too. 

Entering the last full week of 
balloting, Wade would be in a good 
position for a farewell All-Star 
start under the old system, which 
was solely dependent on fan votes. 
He’s running second among East¬ 
ern Conference guards, with a 
sizeable gap to No. 3 Kemba Walk¬ 
er after the second set of returns 
were released last week. 

Doncic is second among West 
forwards in a bid to start as a 
rookie, and Rose is ahead of MVP 
James Harden in the second spot 
in the West backcourt. 

But fan vote is now just 50 per¬ 
cent of the process, a change that 
was made after Pachulia was un¬ 
deservedly nearly elected a start¬ 
er through a huge overseas push 
in 2016. The players’ vote and a 
media panel each account for 25 
percent, and in its first year it did 
stop Pachulia, who would have 
been elected to start by fans in 
2017. So would have Wade, who 
was a perennial starter in the 
previous system. 

The revamped process might 
keep him home again. And it 
might delay a Doncic selection 
that seems inevitable, but may 
have to wait. 

Warriors coach Steve Kerr 
was reminded Sunday that he 
said Doncic should be an All-Star 
— though even with his perfor¬ 
mance as a rookie it’s hard to 
think he should be ahead of play¬ 
ers such as Kevin Durant and An¬ 
thony Davis. 

“I do have a vote for reserves. 
I think what I meant to say is he 
sure looks like an All-Star,” Kerr 
said. “Whether he makes it or not, 
he’s an All-Star. Certain guys just 
stand out. You see what they do, 
you see what they mean to the 
game. If he doesn’t make it this 
year, he’s going to make it soon 
enough.” 

Voting continues through the 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Mavericks’ Luka Doncic, 
left, is second in All-Star 
fan voting among Western 
Conference forwards. But a 
change to the selection process 
might delay the rookie’s first 
appearance in the game. 

end of the day on Jan. 21. 

Across the country, across the 
pond: The New York Knicks were 
just across the country and now 
they’re going across the pond. 

They left Monday for London, 
where they will play the Wash¬ 
ington Wizards on Thursday in 
the NBA’s annual trip to The 02 
Arena. 

It’s a grueling stretch of the 
schedule for the Knicks, who 
just returned home from a six- 
game trip, mostly to the Western 
Conference, that had them on 
the road for 15 days. Their game 
Friday against Indiana was their 
first at Madison Square Garden 
since losing to Milwaukee on 
Christmas and they were a little 
worn out from their travel, with 
Enes Kanter missing it because 
of an illness and Tim Hardaway 
Jr. leaving early after cramping. 

That game, followed by their 
matinee Sunday against Phila¬ 
delphia, was during their stretch 
of only five days at home before 
heading across the Atlantic. But 
coach David Fizdale said he liked 
the crammed schedule for his 
young team. 

“I just see it as all experience. 


Everything is experience for this 
group,” Fizdale said. 

“So I just like the idea of they 
can’t relax mentally and it’s al¬ 
ways a challenge for them,” he 
added, “and it’s constantly mak¬ 
ing them uncomfortable and just 
pushing them to a place where 
they have to adapt.” 

Kanter won’t make the trip, 
saying he believes he could be 
assassinated for his opposition to 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. 

East evaluation: Toronto and 
Milwaukee have the two best re¬ 
cords in the NBA, and have each 
had their time atop the Eastern 
Conference. 

So, who is better? 

Lloyd Pierce didn’t have the 
answer to that question, but was 
in a good position to evaluate the 
teams after his Atlanta Hawks 
lost to both over a recent five-day 
span. 

“Their main guys are a little 
different,” he said, referring 
to Toronto’s Kawhi Leonard 
and Milwaukee’s Giannis 
Antetokounmpo. 

“Obviously, Kawhi is such a 
grounded player. You can’t speed 
Kawhi up, you can’t rush him. 
You’re not going to get him emo¬ 
tionally charged. He’s just always 
under control and they can play 
slower and they can play poised 
basketball, and they can put him 
in an iso situation. 

“Giannis is in your face. Every¬ 
thing about his game is in your 
face and now the way they’re 
playing is, he’s in your face and 
they’re spacing the floor, and pick 
your poison. He’s either getting to 
the rim and you’re seeing him 
dominate that way, or he’s getting 
downhill and someone has to help 
and they’ve got shooters all over 
the floor.” 

Milwaukee crushed Atlanta 
144-112 on Jan. 4, but the Raptors 
beat the Bucks 123-116 the next 
night and have regained the East 
lead. Toronto then went home 
and edged Atlanta 104-101 last 
Tuesday. 

“I think they play differently,” 
Pierce said of the teams. “I think 
it’s a different style, so I don’t 
know. It remains to be seen who’s 
the better team right now.” 



DEAL 


SALES EVENT 


Save big on 
the 2019 lineup. 

Shop inventory or custom order. 



MGS - 


>oi=>cb^ Jeen ($$) 

Stop by our location on-base or visit militaryautosource.com/onbase 

X WEX 

MILITARY AUTOSOURCE 



component^or'the Federal d ° eS " 0t ” ™ PlV end ° rSemen ' bV * he EXChan9e ' NEXC ° M ' D ° D 

EXCHANGE 












Page 28 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 16,2019 


NHL 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Flyers goaltender Carter Hart blocks a shot during the third period of Monday’s game against the 
Minnesota Wild in Philadelphia. Hart stopped 34 of 38 shots in the Flyers’ 7-4 victory. 

Roundup 


Van Riemsdyk’s hat trick 
propels Flyers past Wild 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — James van Riemsdyk re¬ 
corded a hat trick, and Nolan Patrick had two goals 
and two assists to lead the Philadelphia Flyers to 
a 7-4 victory over the Minnesota Wild on Monday 
night. 

Wayne Simmonds also had two goals for the Fly¬ 
ers. Carter Hart had 34 saves. 

It was just the second win in the last 11 games for 
Philadelphia, which began Monday with the fewest 
points in the league. 

Jason Zucker, Marcus Foligno, Joel Eriksson Ek 
and Ryan Suter scored for Minnesota. 

The Wild dropped to 0-5-1 against Metropolitan 
Division teams. 

Avalanche 6, Maple Leafs 3: Carl Soderberg 
had his first career hat trick and visiting Colorado 
topped Toronto. 

Gabriel Landeskog, Mikko Rantanen and Matt 
Calvert also scored for Colorado, which had lost 
nine of its last 10 games overall (1-7-2), and seven 
straight in regulation on the road. Semyon Varlamov 
stopped 17 shots. 

Igor Ozhiganov, Kasperi Kapanen and Mitch 
Marner scored for Toronto. Frederik Andersen 
made 32 saves in his return to the starting lineup 
after missing eight games with a groin injury. Aus- 
ton Matthews added two assists. 

Toronto has lost five of its last seven games and 
four of five at home. 

Canadiens 3, Bruins 2 (OT): Jeff Petry scored 15 
seconds into overtime, batting the puck out of the air 
and past Tuukka Rask to lead visiting Montreal to a 
win over Boston. 

Carey Price stopped 41 shots for the Canadiens. 
Paul Byron scored a short-handed goal, and Bren¬ 
dan Gallagher also scored to help Montreal earn its 
third victory in four tries. 

Rask made 19 saves but lost for the first time in 
his last six starts. David Krejci scored a power-play 
goal — with Rask pulled for a 6-on-4 — with just 
38 seconds left in regulation to send the game into 
overtime. 

Brad Marchand also scored for Boston, giving the 


Bruins a 1-0 lead about six minutes into the game. 

Devils 8, Blackhawks 5: Kyle Palmieri and Blake 
Coleman each scored twice, and host New Jersey 
had its biggest offensive game of the season in beat¬ 
ing Chicago. 

Travis Zajac, Sami Vatanen, Kevin Rooney and 
Brett Seney also scored as the Devils won consec¬ 
utive games for only the third time since opening 
the season with four straight wins. Rookie goalten¬ 
der Mackenzie Blackwood won for the fifth time in 
seven decisions. 

Patrick Kane scored twice and set up two oth¬ 
ers for the Blackhawks. Brent Seabrook, Dominik 
Kahun and Brandon Saad also scored for Chicago, 
which left goaltenders Cam Ward and Collin Delia 
defenseless most of the game in giving up at least 
seven goals for the fifth time this season. The eight 
goals against tied the most given up by the Black¬ 
hawks this season. 

Blues 4, Capitals 1: Vince Dunn scored his first 
goal since October, David Perron extended his point 
streak and visiting St. Louis scored three goals in 
a five-minute span to beat Washington for its first 
three-game winning streak of the season. 

Dunn banked the puck in on a double deflec¬ 
tion for his first goal in 33 games and assisted on 
Perron’s goal with a no-look backhanded pass. Ivan 
Barbashev and Vladimir Tarasenko also scored. 

Perron, who rejoined St. Louis as a free agent in 
the offseason, has five goals and nine assists during 
his career-best 11-game point streak. 

Jake Allen made 28 saves. 

Alex Ovechkin scored his league-leading 33rd 
goal of the season for Washington, which dropped 
its second in a row. Ovechkin took over sole posses¬ 
sion of sixth in NHL history with his 238th career 
power-play goal. 

Oilers 7, Sabres 2: Milan Lucic and Zack Kas- 
sian each scored a pair of goals as host Edmonton 
routed Buffalo. 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl also scored for the Oilers, who have 
won two of their last three. 

Casey Mittelstadt and Evan Rodrigues scored for 
the struggling Sabres, who have lost three straight. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

iBay 46 35 9 2 72 189 133 


Montreal 

Buffalo 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


47 25 17 5 55 !• 


46 23 17 

'' 17 19 

17 23 
17 24 


Metropolitan Division 


6 52 133 137 

‘ 42 138 160 

41 133 160 

39 143 178 


Washington 
Columbus 

Pittsburgh __ 

N.Y. Islanders 44 25 15 

Carolina 
N.Y. Rangers 

New Jersey __ __ 

Philadelphia 46 17 23 


27 15 


22 18 
18 20 
18 20 


59 155 132 

3 57 148 139 

6 56 161 132 

4 54 134 117 

5 49 123 130 

7 43 126 157 

7 43 136 153 

6 40 130 164 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Dallas 

Colorado 

Minnesota 

St. Louis 

Chicago 

Calgary 
San Jose 
Vegas 
Edmonton 
Anaheim 
Vancouver 
Arizona 
Los Angeles 


Central Division 
— ' ' OT Pts GF GA 

' 60 156 128 


45 29 

47 27 16 

46 23 19 

46 21 17 


47 27 13 

48 28 16 
46 22 21 

46 19 18 

47 21 21 

45 20 22 


58 145 122 
50 121 122 
50 157 147 
47 128 132 
44 125 135 
41 142 179 

64 173 133 
61 167 141 
60 146 127 
47 133 146 
47 112 140 
47 136 148 
43 116 130 
39 105 136 
point 


_. _ _ 18 25 

Note: Two points for___ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Carolina 6, Nashville 3 
Columbus 7, N.Y. Rangers 5 
Winnipeg 4, Anaheim 3, OT 
Vancouver 5, Florida 1 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Tampa Bay 1 
Calgary 7, Arizona 1 

Monday’s games 
New Jersey 8, Chicago 5 
Colorado 6, Toronto 3 
Philadelphia 7, Minnesota 4 
St. Louis 4, Washington 1 
Montreal 3, Boston 2, OT 
Edmonton 7, Buffalo 2 

Tuesday’s games 
New Jersey at Columbus 
St. Louis at N.Y. Islanders 
Carolina at N.Y. Rangers 
Florida at Montreal 
Anaheim at Detroit 
Washington at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Vegas at Winnipeg 
Tampa Bay at Dallas 
Pittsburgh at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Colorado at Ottawa 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Buffalo at Calgary 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
San Jose at Arizona 

Thursday’s games 
St. Louis at Boston 

New Jersey vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nas¬ 
sau Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Chicago at N.Y. Rangers 
Toronto at Tampa Bay 
Anaheim at Minnesota 
Winnipeg at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Dallas 

Monday 

Blues 4, Capitals 1 

St. Louis 0 3 1-4 

Washington 1 0 0—1 

First Period—1, Washington, Ovechkin 
33 (Orlov, Boyd), 7:50 (pp). 

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Barbashev 
6, 3:18. 3, St. Louis, Dunn 4 (Schwartz, 
Tarasenko), 5:11. 4, St. Louis, Perron 16 
(Dunn, O’Reilly), 8:00. 

Third Period—5, St. Louis, Tarasenko 
15 (Pietrangelo, O’Reilly), 10:24 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 14-14-9-37. 
Washington 7-13-9—29. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 1 
of 2; Washington 1 of 3. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 15-14-4 (29 
shots-28 saves). Washington, Copley 10- 
3-3 (37-33). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:26. 

Flyers 7, Wild 4 

Minnesota 2 1 1—4 

Philadelphia 2 3 2-7 

First Period—1, Minnesota, Zucker 13 
(Niederreiter, Koivu), 7:34 (pp). 2, Minne¬ 
sota, Eriksson Ek 2 (Hendricks), 8:26. 3, 
Philadelphia, van Riemsdyk 9 (Couturier, 
Voracek), 12:04 (pp). 4, Philadelphia, van 
Riemsdyk 10 (Giroux, Gudas), 18:48. 

Second Period—5, Minnesota, Foligno 
3 (Staal, Brodin), 2:23. 6, Philadelphia, 
Patrick 6 (Laughton, Provorov), 4:59. 7, 
Philadelphia, Patrick 7 (Sanheim, Gos- 
tisbehere), 15:28. 8, Philadelphia, Sim¬ 
monds 14 (Patrick, Laughton), 19:54. 

Third Period—9, Minnesota, Suter 5 
(Staal, Parise), 8:18. 10, Philadelphia, 
Simmonds 15 (Laughton, Patrick), 10:43. 
11, Philadelphia, van Riemsdyk 11 (Gir¬ 
oux, Gudas), 18:43. 

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 12-12-14— 
38. Philadelphia 14-6-7-27. 

Power-play opportunities—M i n nesota 
1 of 3; Philadelphia 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Dubnyk 17-16-3 
(20 shots-15 saves), Stalock 5-4-0 (6-5). 
Philadelphia, Hart 4-5-1 (38-34). 

A—19,123 (19,543). T-2:42. 


Avalanche 6, Maple Leafs 3 

Colorado 0 3 3—6 

Toronto 0 2 1—3 

Second Period—1, Toronto, Ozhiganov 
3 (Matthews, Rielly), 2:14. 2, Toronto, 
Kapanen 15 (Johnsson), 3:28.3, Colorado, 
Landeskog 28 (Barrie), 6:33. 4, Colorado, 
Rantanen 21, 9:56. 5, Colorado, Soder¬ 
berg 13, 14:29 (sh). 

Third Period—6, Toronto, Marner 18 
(Dermott, Matthews), 6:00. 7, Colorado, 
Soderberg 14 (Compher, Wilson), 11:45. 
8, Colorado, Calvert 7,17:09. 9, Colorado, 
Soderberg 15 (Cole), 18:12. 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 13-18-7—38. 
Toronto 5-8-7—20. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 2; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Colorado, Varlamov 12-10-5 
(20 shots-17 saves). Toronto, Andersen 
20-10-1 (36-32). 

A-19,248 (18,819). T-2:25. 

Canadiens 3, Bruins 2 (OT) 

Montreal 110 1-3 

Boston 10 1 0—2 

First Period—1, Boston, Marchand 17 
(Grzelcyk, Bergeron), 14:09. 2, Montreal, 
Gallagher 18 (Petry, Danault), 18:27. 

Second Period—3, Montreal, Byron 10, 
17:09 (sh). 

Third Period—4, Boston, Krejci 10 
(Marchand, Pastrnak), 19:22 (pp). 

Overtime—5, Montreal, Petry 10 
(Domi, Byron), 0:15. 

Shots on Goal—Montreal 6-11-4-1-22. 
Boston 11-15-17-43. 

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 0; Boston 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Montreal, Price 18-13-4 (43 
shots-41 saves). Boston, Rask 13-8-3 (22- 


19). 


-17,565 (17,565). T-2:37. 


Devils 8, Blackhawks 5 

Chicago 0 3 2—5 

New Jersey 1 5 2—8 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Coleman 
15,13:50. 

Second Period—2, Chicago, Kane 26 
(Strome, Toews), 3:07 (pp). 3, New Jer¬ 
sey, Palmieri 21 (Vatanen, Hischier), 5:16. 
4, New Jersey, Palmieri 22 (Butcher, Za¬ 
jac), 8:27 (pp). 5, New Jersey, Zajac 11 
(Coleman, Wood), 10:07. 6, New Jersey, 
Vatanen 4 (Severson, Bratt), 14:58 (pp). 7, 
New Jersey, Rooney 1 (Stafford, Seney), 
17:58. 8, Chicago, Kane 27 (Jokiharju), 
18:19. 9, Chicago, Seabrook 5 (Kane), 
19:01. 

Third Period—10, New Jersey, Seney 4 
(Zacha, Bratt), 8:10. 11, Chicago, Kahun 
7 (Dahlstrom), 8:48. 12, Chicago, Saad 13 
(Kane), 18:28.13, New Jersey, Coleman 16 
(Zajac), 19:26. 

Shots on Goal—Chicago 5-13-14-32. 
New Jersey 11-14-16—41. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 1 
of 4; New Jersey 2 of 2. 

Goalies-Chicago, Ward 7-8-4 (25 
shots-19 saves), Delia 3-1-3 (15-14). New 
Jersey, Blackwood 5-2-0 (32-27). 

A—15,204 (16,514). T-3:6. 


Oilers 7, Sabres 2 

Buffalo 2 0 0-2 

Edmonton 3 2 2—7 

First Period—1, Buffalo, Mittelstadt 7 
(Sheary, Dahlin), 1:00. 2, Edmonton, Kas- 
sian 3 (Rieder, Brodziak), 2:33. 3, Edmon¬ 
ton, Nugent-Hopkins 15 (Jones), 3:23. 4, 
Edmonton, Kassian 4 (Rieder, Koskinen), 
4:28. 5, Buffalo, Rodrigues 3 (Sobotka, 
Ristolainen), 8:57. 

Second Period—6, Edmonton, McDa¬ 
vid 28, 0:24. 7, Edmonton, Lucic 3,4:49. 

Third Period—8 , Edmonton, Lucic 4 
(A.Larsson, Nugent-Hopkins), 3:50. 9, Ed¬ 
monton, Draisaitl 24 (Nurse, McDavid), 
5:16 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 15-14-14-43. 
Edmonton 8-10-7—25. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 4; Edmonton 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Ullmark 9-3-3 (13 
shots-11 saves), Hutton 14-14-3 (12-7). 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Bruins right wing Chris Wagner, 
left, knocks Montreal Canadiens 
defenseman Victor Mete into the 
boards Monday in Boston. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 



Gerry Broome/AP 


Duke’s Marques Bolden, left, defends while Syracuse’s Tyus Battle drives to the basket during the first 
half of Monday’s game in Durham, N.C. Battle scored a season-high 32 points. 

Top 25 roundup 


Battle leads Syracuse 
past No. 1 Duke in OT 


Associated Press 

DURHAM, N.C. — Tyus Battle scored a season- 
high 32 points, and Syracuse used its 2-3 zone de¬ 
fense to rattle No. 1 Duke in overtime as the Orange 
pulled off the upset, 95-91 on Monday night. 

With swingman Cameron Reddish out with an ill¬ 
ness and point guard Tre Jones suffering a shoulder 
injury roughly 5% minutes in, Duke was down two 
starters and was a completely different team — and 
the Orange took full advantage. 

Paschal Chukwu added 10 points and a career- 
high 18 rebounds while Elijah Hughes added 20 
points, Frank Howard finished with 16 and Oshae 
Brissett had 14 for the Orange (12-5, 3-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference). 

Zion Williamson had a career-high 35 points and 
10 rebounds, and his free throw with 16.2 seconds 
left in regulation tied it at 85 for Duke (14-2,3-1), but 
he missed a second go-ahead foul shot. 

No. 7 Kansas 80, Texas 78: Lagerald Vick 
scored 21 points, Marcus Garrett added a career- 
high 20, and the host Jayhawks held on to beat the 
Longhorns when Jase Febres’ three-pointer at the 
buzzer never came close. 

Dedric Lawson added 17 points and eight re¬ 
bounds for Kansas (15-2, 4-1 Big 12), which blew a 
10-point second-half lead before escaping with its 
10th straight win over Texas. 

The game was tied at 73 when Lawson made a 
pair of foul shots. Texas big man Dylan Osetkowski 
was forced into a jump ball at the other end to give 
Kansas possession again, and Vick knocked down a 
three from the wing with 1:31 left in the game to 
give the Jayhawks a cushion. 

Pittsburgh 75, No. 11 Florida State 62: Trey 
McGowens had 30 points and seven rebounds, Xavi¬ 


er Johnson scored 16 and the host Panthers pulled 
away late for a win over the Seminoles. 

McGowens, a freshman guard, attacked bigger, 
deeper Florida State relentlessly to help Pittsburgh 
(12-5,2-2 Atlantic Coast Conference) end a 13-game 
losing streak against ranked teams. Pitt’s previous 
victory over a team in the AP Top 25 came against 
Florida State on Feb. 18, 2017. 

Trent Forrest scored 19 points for the Seminoles 
(13-4,1-3). 

No. 19 Maryland 64, Wisconsin 60: Anthony 
Cowan Jr. hit a pivotal three-pointer with 44 sec¬ 
onds left, and the host Terrapins edged the Badgers 
after blowing a 21-point lead in the second half. 

Back in the AP Top 25 for the first time since 
early December, Maryland marked the occasion 
with a strange hot-and-cold performance against a 
perennial Big Ten contender before emerging with 
its sixth straight win. 

The Terrapins (15-3, 6-1) led by 10 after eight 
minutes, and 38-17 with 17:47 remaining before 
Wisconsin (11-6, 3-3) roared back to take a 60-59 
lead with 2:01 to go. 

Reuvers scored a career-high 18 for Wisconsin. 

Nebraska 66, No. 25 Indiana 51: Glynn Watson 
Jr. scored 15 points, Isaac Copeland added 14 and 
James Palmer Jr. flirted with a triple-double to help 
the visiting Cornhuskers upset the Hoosiers. 

Nebraska (13-4,3-3 Big Ten) has won two straight 
overall and three straight in the series. The Corn¬ 
huskers never trailed. 

Romeo Langford had 18 points and Juwan Morgan 
finished with 17 on a miserable shooting night for In¬ 
diana (12-5, 3-3), which has lost three in a row. The 
Hoosers’ 10-game home winning streak also ended. 

And Nebraska never really gave Indiana a chance 
after scoring the first nine points. 


Oklahoma’s Murray 
entering NFL Draft 


By Cliff Brunt 

Associated Press 

Kyler Murray, the first-round 
Major League Baseball draft pick 
and Heisman Trophy-winning 
Oklahoma quarterback, declared 
himself eligible for the NFL Draft 
on Monday. 

Murray announced his deci¬ 
sion in a tweet, ending his brief 
and storied college career. What’s 
next for Murray is not yet known. 

The Oakland Athletics made 
the speedy outfielder the ninth 
overall selection last June and 
agreed to $4.66 million signing 
bonus. The A’s agreed to 
let him continue playing 
football, and he made 
the most of it by winning 
the Heisman in his only 
season as a starter for 
the Sooners. He passed 
for 4,361 yards and 42 
touchdowns and ran for 
1,001 yards and another 
12 scores, posting the 
second-best passer ef¬ 
ficiency rating in FBS 
history. 

As Murray domi¬ 
nated, his draft stock 
improved. Jim Callis, a 
senior writer on MLB.com, said 
the A’s couldn’t have foreseen 
Murray would be a potential first- 
round NFL Draft pick because of 
his size. Listed at 5-foot-10 and 
195 pounds, Murray would be a 
small quarterback in the NFL by 
any standard. 

“I don’t think anybody was 
saying he could be an NFL first- 
round pick,” Callis said. 

Once the NFL emerged as a po¬ 
tential option for Murray, the A’s 
took action. Representatives of 
the A’s and Major League Base¬ 
ball met Sunday with Murray, 
according to a person with direct 
knowledge of the session who 
spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because the meeting was not 
made public. 

The possibility existed Oak¬ 
land could offer more money by 
putting him on the 40-man major 
league roster. 


Even with the A’s efforts, Mur¬ 
ray would have a shot at a bigger 
payday sooner in football and he 
wouldn’t have to go to the minor 
leagues. 

Callis and other observers say 
it is very unlikely Murray will be 
able to play both sports because 
he’s a quarterback. Bo Jackson 
and Deion Sanders pulled it off, 
but Jackson was an outfielder and 
a running back and Sanders was 
an outfielder and cornerback. 

“This isn’t Bo Jackson showing 
up and here, we’ll pitch you the 
ball and you outrun everybody, 
or Deion Sanders helicoptering 
in and his great speed, 
coverage skills,” Cal¬ 
lis said. “When you’re 
a quarterback, you 
have to put in hours and 
hours of study running 
an offense. ... You can’t 
play both sports when 
you’re a quarterback. I 
think if he wants to play 
quarterback, which ap¬ 
pears to be his greatest 
love, there can’t be any 
question that he’s 100 
percent football.” 

Oklahoma coach Lin¬ 
coln Riley said in No¬ 
vember that if anyone could play 
both sports, it’s Murray. 

“I don’t want to put it past him,” 
Riley said. “ A lot of people would 
say he can’t do what he’s done 
right now — how well he per¬ 
formed for our baseball group 
here this spring, and how well he’s 
played here for us. So there’s cer¬ 
tainly some different dynamics 
with it. Obviously the fact that he 
would want to play quarterback, 
if he chooses the football route, 
is a little different than Deion or 
Bo or some of those guys. But he 
athletically is so gifted and can 
transition between the two.” 

The NFL scouting combine is 
in late February and early March 
and could intersect with his 
spring training. If Murray want¬ 
ed to participate in the combine, 
the A’s would need to allow it and 
it would need to be reflected on 
his contract. 


I don’t 
think 
anybody 
was saying 
he could 
be an NFL 
first-round 
pick. * 

Jim Callis 

Senior writer 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 

Kyler Murray, a first-round Major League Baseball draft pick and 
Heisman Trophy-winning Oklahoma quarterback, said Monday he is 
declaring himself eligible for the NFL Draft. 
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Reid trying to alter 
KC’s playoff history 



New Orleans Saints defensive tackle David Onyemata celebrates a defensive stop in the second half of 
a game against the Pittsburgh Steelers on Dec. 23 in New Orleans. Onyemata figures to get a lot more 
snaps Sunday in the NFC championship game, when the Saints will be without Sheldon Rankins. 

Saints defense will have 
to hold without Rankins 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated. Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Andy 
Reid sat inside an opulent suite 
high above the field in Arrowhead 
Stadium six years ago, a sparkle 
in his eyes and a broad smile hid¬ 
ing underneath his bushy, red 
mustache. 

He had just been fired by 
the Philadelphia Eagles after a 
mostly successful 14-year run 
highlighted by a Super Bowl ap¬ 
pearance, and by all accounts 
he should have been weary and 
beaten. But he was instead wired 
and buoyant, eager to take on the 
vast rebuilding job of the Kansas 
City Chiefs. 

Eager to answer the critics that 
claimed he lost it those final years 
in Philly. 

Eager to prove to everyone that 
he can win the big game. 

Now, the affable coach with the 
self-deprecating sense of humor 
has the Chiefs one game away 
from playing in their first Super 
Bowl in 49 years. 

Standing in the way are the 
New England Patriots, a team 
that has ruined Reid’s postseason 
dreams on multiple occasions, 
but who will have to earn their 
own trip back to the Super Bowl 
by beating the AFC’s top seed on 
the road Sunday. 

“I think this is big for our 
fans. It’s big for our family,” 
Reid said Monday. “There’s a lot 
that goes into it, from the head 
coach’s standpoint to the players’ 
standpoint. 

“There’s going to be a lot of 
distractions here,” he added. “It’s 
important to focus on the job.” 

It’s the job Reid sought when he 
signed on in 2013, taking over a 
franchise coming off a two-win 
season and marked by on- and 
off-field misery. And getting to 
this point hasn’t been easy, ei¬ 
ther, with more playoff disap¬ 
pointments marking his first five 
seasons. 

Twice his Chiefs teams have 
lost by one point, and once by 
two, when the Steelers beat them 
in the divisional round at Ar¬ 
rowhead Stadium in a game in 
which Pittsburgh never scored a 
touchdown. 

Twice they’ve blown 18-point 
leads, something that has only 



AFC championship 

New England Patriots (12-5) 
at Kansas City Chiefs (13-4) 

AFN-Sports 

12:30 a.m. Monday CET 
8:30 a.m. Monday JKT 


happened two other times in NFL 
history. 

Three years ago, the Chiefs 
finally won their first playoff 
game in more than two decades 
only to blow their shot at the AFC 
title game in New England. The 
Chiefs trailed by 14 in the fourth 
quarter, but used 16 plays to score 
the first of two touchdowns they 
needed, and ultimately ran out of 
time. 

“I don’t get caught up in any of 
that,” said Reid, who even after a 
31-13 win over the Colts on Satur¬ 
day is just 2-4 in the playoffs with 
Kansas City. “I’m into history — I 
love history — but only if it makes 
you better. You learn from it and 
move forward. That’s the impor¬ 
tant thing.” 

To be sure, Reid has had plenty 
of learning opportunities. 

He’s been in 25 playoff games 
over the course of 20 seasons as a 
head coach, the most of anybody 
without winning the Super Bowl. 

In fact, his one Super Bowl 
appearance — when the Eagles 
were beaten by Bill Belichick and 
the Patriots in 2005 — is the few¬ 
est of any coach with 20 playoff 
games. 

That loss to the Patriots, of 
course, was as deflating as any 
postseason defeat. 

The Eagles trailed that game 
by 10 points late, but used up sev¬ 
eral precious minutes with a se¬ 
ries of short passing plays to get 
the touchdown they needed. They 
were left with little time to march 
for the tying field goal, and Reid 
was saddled with criticism for his 
poor time management. 

It has turned out to be a criti¬ 
cism that has haunted Reid most 
of his career. 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

METAIRIE, La. — Saints 
third-year defensive tackle David 
Onyemata plans to spend Tuesday 
— the players’ usual day off — 
performing some extra condition¬ 
ing work at club headquarters. 

He is among a trio of defensive 
linemen likely headed for more 
snaps against one of the best of¬ 
fenses in the NFL with a trip to 
the Super Bowl on the line. 

Sheldon Rankins, the Saints’ 
most productive interior defen¬ 
sive lineman, won’t play in the 
NFC title game against the Los 
Angeles Rams — or any other 
game this season — after tearing 
his Achilles in the first quarter 
of Sunday’s playoff victory over 
Philadelphia. 

At the same time, the Saints 
sounded encouraged that the ro¬ 
tation of Onyemata, Tyeler Davi¬ 
son and rookie Taylor Stallworth 
did enough to help shut out the 
Eagles for three quarters. 

“They played great,” Saints 
linebacker A.J. Klein said after 
studying game video on Monday. 
“Our D-line group is very deep. 
We have the guys in that room to 
pick up the slack.” 

Yet Klein acknowledged there’s 
quite a bit of slack to pick up. 

Rankins was New Orleans’ 
first-round draft choice in 2016 
and his eight sacks this season 
ranked second on the club behind 
end Cameron Jordan. 

“He’s a dynamic player on the 
inside,” Klein said, adding that 
Rankins is a rare player in the 
NFL who can be “stout against 
the run and hold off double teams, 
but to also be dynamic in the pass 



NFC championship 

Los Angeles Rams (14-3) 
at New Orleans Saints (14-3) 
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rush game.” 

“His presence on third-down 
pass rush and stuff will be missed, 
but I know we have the depth in 
our defensive line room to get the 
job done,” Klein added. 

Onyemata said New Orleans’ 
defensive front also will miss 
Rankins’ leadership on the field. 

“When Sheldon is out there, we 
have more of an understanding of 
making the adjustments and all 
that, just moving around on de¬ 
fense,” Onyemata said. 

Yet Onyemata asserted that the 
confidence among the remain¬ 
ing interior linemen has been 
growing all season and was only 
helped by how they played with¬ 
out Rankins against the Eagles. 

“We’ve been playing pretty 
good the past couple weeks, hav¬ 
ing the guys step up and take 
more of a bigger role,” Onyemata 
said. 

But now comes arguably their 
toughest test against a Rams 
tandem of Todd Gurley and C.J. 
Anderson that combined for 
238 yards rushing in a victory 
over Dallas on Saturday night 


— hence Onyemata’s extra con¬ 
ditioning work, as well as mental 
preparation. 

“If you go with a three-man 
rotation inside, you might have to 
do extra conditioning and just get 
your mind ready for more plays 
and expect more things,” Ony¬ 
emata said. 

The Saints finished the season 
ranked second in the NFL against 
the run. Even with Rankins out 
most of Sunday, they allowed the 
Eagles just 49 yards rushing. 

Meanwhile, coach Sean Payton 
sounded pleased with the amount 
of pressure New Orleans’ defense 
applied on Foies, even though 
Foies was not sacked. Foies is 
known as a poised and savvy 
veteran who unloads the ball 
quickly, so the key against him is 
unsettling him enough to effect 
his accuracy. 

“We made some adjustments. 
I thought we were able to pres¬ 
sure the quarterback,” Payton 
said. “We did not get the sacks 
you are looking for but we did get 
the pocket pushed and I thought 
that really helped and guys on the 
back end made some plays.” 

They also will need to get pres¬ 
sure on Rams quarterback Jared 
Goff, who completed nearly 65 
percent of his passes for 293 
yards per game this season. 

The last time the Saints hosted 
the Rams in early November, 
they gave up 35 points, but won 
because Drew Brees and Co. put 
up 45. 

“It was a shootout. It was back 
and forth all game long,” Klein 
said. “I thought we played the 
run well the first time we played 
them. That’s going to be challenge 
again this week.” 



Ed Zurga/AP 

Head coach Andy Reid is 2-4 with the Chiefs in the playoffs. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN/OLYMPICS 


Serena rolls while Venus, Halep escape 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated. Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
— This was quite a return for 
Serena Williams. Almost as if she 
never left. 

In her first match at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open since winning the 
2017 title while pregnant — and 
her first official match anywhere 
since a loss in the chaotic U.S. 
Open final last September — Wil¬ 
liams looked to be at her domi¬ 
nant best, overpowering Tatjana 
Maria 6-0, 6-2 in the first round 
Tuesday. 

“I kind of like to jump in the 
deep end and swim,” Williams 
said in an on-court interview after 
the 49-minute workout, “and see 
what happens.” 

She hadn’t dipped her toe in 
Grand Slam waters since New 
York, where everything devolved 
after Williams was warned for 
getting coaching, then docked a 
point for breaking a racket and 
eventually docked a game for 
calling the chair umpire “a thief” 
during the final. 

When that match was men¬ 
tioned by a reporter during Wil¬ 
liams’ news conference Tuesday, 
as part of a question about wheth¬ 
er coaching should be allowed 
during matches at majors, she 
replied, “I, like, literally have no 
comment.” 

Truth be told, the match 
against Maria was not much of a 
test for Williams, who is pursuing 
an eighth title in Melbourne and 
24th Slam singles trophy overall. 

How lopsided was this? 

Williams needed all of 18 min¬ 
utes to wrap up the first set, ced¬ 
ing just five of 29 points along the 
way. 

The American, a former No. 
1 who is seeded 16th on account 
of playing only 24 matches in 
2018, never faced a single break 
point and compiled a 22-7 edge in 
winners. 

“Maybe,” Maria said afterward, 
“I was a little bit overwhelmed.” 

Just a little bit. 

Two years ago, no one knew 
Williams was carrying her child 
while winning her 23rd major. 
Her baby, Olympia, was born on 



Kin Cheung/AP 


Serena Williams hits a forehand return to Tatjana Maria during their 
first-round match at the Australian Open on Tuesday. 


Sept. 1, 2017, and Williams was 
off the tour until last March. 

When she returned, she often 
was asked to rate herself in com¬ 
parison to how good she played in 
the past. 

Williams has no interest in that 
sort of comparison now. 

“I don’t want to give myself a 
ranking anymore. I think it gives 
me too much negative expecta¬ 
tions. I always expect to reach the 
sky, and anything below it is not 
good enough for me,” said Sere¬ 
na, who’ll face Eugenie Bouchard 
next. “I don’t know. I just know 
that I’m going in the right direc¬ 
tion. I feel like I’m in the right di¬ 
rection. We’ll see.” 

The tournament’s two No. 1 
seeds, Novak Djokovic and Si¬ 
mona Halep, played at night and 
both won — although in contrast¬ 
ing fashion. Djokovic eliminated 
Mitchell Krueger of the U.S. 6-3, 
6-2, 6-2, while Halep trailed by 
a set and a break before coming 
back to beat Kaia Kanepi 6-7 (2), 
6-4, 6-2 and avoid becoming the 
first top-seeded woman in 40 


years to lose her opening match 
at the Australian Open. 

It also would have been only 
the seventh time at any major 
tournament that the No. 1 woman 
departed so early. This sixth in¬ 
stance of that came in September 
at the previous Slam, when Halep 
was beaten by Kanepi on Day 1 at 
the U.S. Open. 

When her disastrous and dis¬ 
appointing showing in New York 
was brought up after Tuesday’s 
match, Halep couldn’t help but 
smile. 

“Well, I don’t want to remem¬ 
ber about that match,” she said, 
“because it was a tough one.” 

Kanepi was serving at 40-love 
when she dropped five points in 
a row via groundstroke unforced 
errors — four on backhands — to 
get broken to 4-2. After that game, 
a blister on Kanepi’s left ring fin¬ 
ger was treated by a trainer, and 
Halep was well on her way to a 
victory she said would give her “a 
lot of confidence.” 

“I had to be strong in the legs,” 
Halep said, “and believe that I 


Scoreboard 


Tuesday 

at Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
First Round 
Men’s singles 

Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Mitch¬ 
ell Krueger, United States, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2. 

Jo-WMfried Tsonga, France, def. Martin 
Klizan, Slovakia, 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Taro Daniel, Japan, def. Thanasi Kokki- 
nakis, Australia, 5-7,4-2, ret. 

Denis Shapovalov (25), Canada, def. 
Pablo Andujar, Spain, 6-2, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

David Goffin (21), Belgium, def. Chris¬ 
tian Garin, Chile, 6-0, 6-2, 6-2. 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Marcel 
Granollers, Spain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. 

Ryan Harrison, United States, def. Jiri 
Vesely, Czech Republic, 6-0, 7-5,6-3. 

Daniil Medvedev (15), Russia, def. Lloyd 
Harris, South Africa, 6-1,6-2, 6-1. 

Fabio Fognini (12), Italy, def. Jaume 
Antoni Munar Clar, Spain, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (7), 
3-1, ret. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Nico¬ 
las Jarry, Chile, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (3), 4-6, 6-3. 

Ilya Ivashka, Belarus, def. Malek Jaziri, 
Tunisia, 4-6, 7-6 (6), 6-1, 4-0, ret. 

Pablo Carreno-Busta (23), Spain, def. 
Luca Vanni, Italy, 6-7 (5), 2-6, 6-3, 7-5, 6-4. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber (32), Germany, 
def. Zhe Li, China, 6-2, 6-2, 6-4. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Guido Pella, 
Argentina, 7-6 (2), 4-6, 7-6 (5), 4-6, 6-2. 

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Hubert Hur- 
kacz, Poland, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3), 7-6 


jaz Bedene, Slovenia, 6-4,6-1, 6-4. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Ugo Hum¬ 
bert, France, 3-6, 7-6 (6), 6-4, 6-7 (4), 7-6 
(6). 

Alex Bolt, Australia, def. Jack Sock, 
United States, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2. 

Gilles Simon (29), France, def. Bjorn 
Fratangelo, United States, 7-6 (2), 6-4, 6-2. 

Hyeon Chung (24), Republic of Korea, 
def. Bradley Klahn, United States, 6-7 (5), 
6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, def. 
Sam Querrey, United States, 5-7, 7-6 (6), 
6-3,6-1. 

Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland, def. Er¬ 
nests Gulbis, Latvia, 3-6, 3-1, ret. 

Milos Raonic (16), Canada, def. Nick 
Kyrgios, Australia, 6-4, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Borna Coric (11), Croatia, def. Steve 
Darcis, Belgium, 6-1, 6-4, 6-4. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6- 


chinato (17), Italy, 4-6, 0-6, 6-1, 7-6 (_., _ .. 

Lucas Pouille (28), France, def. Mikhail 
Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-1, 7-5, 6-4. 
Maximilian Marterer, Germany, def. 


Gleb Sakharov, France, 6-3,6-1, 6-3. 

Alexei Popyrin, Australia, def. Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 7-5, 7-6 (7), 6-4. 

Women’s singles 

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Kaia 
Kanepi, Estonia, 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6-2. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Veroni¬ 
ka Kudermetova, Russia, 6-3,3-6, 7-5. 

Alize Cornet, France, def. Lara Arru- 
abarrena-Vecino, Spain, 6-2, 6-2. 

Venus Williams, United States, def. Mi- 
haela Buzarnescu (25), Romania, 6-7 (3), 
7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Carla Suarez-Navarro (23), Spain, def. 
Clara Burel, France, 7-5, 6-2. 

Dayana Yastremska, Ukraine, def. Sa¬ 
mantha Stosur, Australia, 7-5, 6-2. 

Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, def. Shuai 
Peng, China, 6-2, 6-1. 

Serena Williams (16), United States, 
def. Tatjana Maria, Germany, 6-0,6-2. 

Timea Bacsinszky, Switzerland, def. 
Daria Kasatkina (10), Russia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Natalia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, def. 
Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 6-7 (2), 
6-2, 6-4. 

Johanna Konta, Britain, def. Ajla Toml- 
janovic, Australia, 7-6 (4), 2-6, 7-6 (7). 

Garbine Muguruza (18), Spain, def. Sai- 
sai Zheng, China, 6-2, 6-3. 

Camila Giorgi (27), Italy, def. Dalila Jak- 
upovic, Slovenia, 6-3,6-0. 

Iga Swiatek, Poland, def. Ana Bogdan, 
Romania, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 

Madison Brengle, United States, def. 
Misaki Doi, Japan, 6-4, 6-0. 

Karolina Pliskova (7), Czech Republic, 
def. Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, 
6-3, 6-2. 

Naomi Osaka (4), Japan, def. Magda 
Linette, Poland, 6-4, 6-2. 

Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia, def. Daria 
Gavrilova, Australia, 7-5,6-3. 

Laura Siegemund, Germany, def. Victo¬ 
ria Azarenka, Belarus, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-2. 

Su-Wei Hsieh (28), Taiwan, def. Stefanie 
Voegele, Switzerland, 6-2, 6-1. 

Qiang Wang (21), China, def. Fiona Fer¬ 
ro, France, 6-4, 6-3. 

Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, def. Zarina 
Diyas, Kazakhstan, 3-6, 7-5, 6-1. 

Bianca Vanessa Andreescu, Canada, 
def. Whitney Osuigwe, United States, 7-6 
(1), 6-7 (0), 6-3. 

Anastasija Sevastova (13), Latvia, def. 
Mona Barthel, Germany, 6-3, 6-1. 

Elise Mertens (12), Belgium, def. Anna- 
Karoiina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 6-2, 7-5. 

Margarita Gasparyan, Russia, def. Lin 
Zhu, China, 4-6, 6-2, 6-2. 

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, def. Pau¬ 
line Parmentier, France, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Madison Keys (17), United States, def. 
Destanee Aiava, Australia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Shuai Zhang, China, def. Dominika Cib- 
ulkova (26), Slovakia, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2. 

Kristyna Pliskova, Czech Republic, def. 
Anna Blinkova, Russia, 7-6 (2), 2-6,6-2. 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def. Kat- 
eryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 4-6,6-4, 6-2. 

Elina Svitolina (6), Ukraine, def. Vikto- 
rija Golubic, Switzerland, 6-1, 6-2. 


could win the match.” 

Other seeded winners Tuesday 
included No. 4 Naomi Osaka, No. 
7 Karolina Pliskova, No. 12 Elise 
Mertens, No. 13 Anastasija Sev¬ 
astova, No. 17 Madison Keys and 
No. 18 Garbine Muguruza among 
the women, plus No. 4 Alexander 
Zverev, No. 8 Kei Nishikori, No. 
11 Borna Coric and No. 12 Fabio 
Fognini among the men. 


Williams’ older sister, Venus, is 
unseeded at a major for the first 
time in five years and she was a 
game from a first-round exit be¬ 
fore coming all the way back to 
eliminate 25th-seeded Mihaela 
Buzarnescu 6-7 (3), 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

She is a seven-time major 
champion and a two-time runner- 
up in Australia but is currently 
ranked only 36th. 


Japanese Olympic official denies corruption allegations 


By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Tsunekazu Takeda, the presi¬ 
dent of the Japanese Olympic Committee 
and a powerful IOC member, again denied 
corruption allegations against him, sug¬ 
gesting on Tuesday that any guilt was with 
others at the Japanese body. 

Takeda read a seven-minute prepared 
text and then took no questions from hun¬ 
dreds of media. 

Innocent or guilty in a bribery scandal 
that French authorities suspect helped 
land the Games for Tokyo, the scandal has 
cast a shadow over the upcoming Olympics 
that open in 18 months. It also underscores 
failed efforts by the International Olympic 
Committee to clean up its bidding process 


with billions swirling around the prepara¬ 
tions of every Olympics. 

Tokyo is spending about $20 billion to 
prepare for the Games. 

“I am very sorry for having caused 
concern for those working very hard to 
prepare for Tokyo’s 2020 Olympics and 
Paralympics,” Takeda said, speaking only 
in Japanese. 

The last Summer Olympics in Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro were tumultuous from start to finish 
and ended eventually with the arrest of or¬ 
ganizing committee president and Brazil¬ 
ian Olympic Committee president Carlos 
Nuzman, also in a vote-buying scandal. 

The Asahi newspaper reported Olympic 
Minister Yoshitaka Sakurada as saying at 
a separate news conference Tuesday that 
the allegations “are not very good for the 


image” of Japan. 

IOC President Thomas Bach, speaking 
last month, described Tokyo as “the best 
prepared” in history. 

Takeda acknowledged he had signed off 
on about $2 million in payments to a Singa¬ 
pore consulting company, Black Tidings. 

French investigators have linked Black 
Tidings to Papa Massata Diack, one of the 
sons of powerful ex-IOC member Lamine 
Diack of Senegal. 

Lamine Diack had huge influence over 
Olympic voters in Africa. In 2013, IOC 
members voted for Tokyo, eliminating at¬ 
tractive bids from Madrid and Istanbul. 

“The contract [with Black Tidings] was 
reviewed and I did make the final signa¬ 
ture,” Takeda, the head of the IOC mar¬ 
keting commission, said. He called it a 


“regular commercial contract procedure” 
and said “there were several others who 
signed off before me.” 

“As for me, I was not involved in the 
decision-making process for deciding on 
Black Tiding,” Takeda said. “There was no 
reason for me to question the process on 
this consultation deal.” 

Jeff Kingston, who teaches Japanese pol¬ 
itics at Temple University in Tokyo, said in 
the “end this could be known as the Black 
Tidings Olympics.” 

“It’s a huge black eye for Japan. There is 
no other way to spin it,” he told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Kingston also blamed the IOC. 

“What this does is expose the failure of 
the IOC to get its house in order,” Kingston 
said. 
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Syracuse stunner 

Orange hand No. 1 Duke just 
second loss of season » Page 29 


NBA 


Elevating 
their game 

Behind star Jokic, Nuggets 
match franchise-best start 


By Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

DENVER 
ikola Jokic is happiest 
when he’s simply drib¬ 
bling the ball up the 
floor. Or so the Denver 
Nuggets big man has been told. 

“My godfather,” Jokic said, “is 
always telling me, ‘You look so 
happy when you’re dribbling. You 
don’t even need to shoot or pass it. 
Just punt it into the stands.’ ” 

Now that would be something 
new for Jokic. Or just keep doing 
what he’s doing. 

Led by Jokic’s All-Star-level 
play, the Nuggets are out front 
in the Western Conference at the 
halfway mark of the season. They 
rode a 12-game home winning 
streak into their showdown Tues¬ 
day against Golden State — the 
team everyone figured would be 
leading the West. 

“We’re doing good right now,” 
Jokic said. 

At 29-13, the Nuggets are tied 
for their best NBA start in fran¬ 
chise history with a 1976-77 squad 
that featured David Thompson 
and Dan Issel. This also marks 
the latest in a season the team has 
led the conference since March 
16,1977. 

It’s a tenuous lead, though, and 
just a half-game ahead of the 
Warriors (29-14), who’ve won 
four straight. The Nuggets beat 
Golden State 100-98 at home on 
Oct. 21 thanks to Juancho Her- 
nangomez swatting away a shot at 
the buzzer. 

Denver has been difficult to 
beat at the Pepsi Center, boast¬ 
ing a league-best 18-3 record. 
The team’s play at home inspired 


What I like to think 
now is that it’s not 
only the altitude, 
but you have a really 
talented team and 
great fan support 
where this building 
is rocking out every 
night. ’ 

Michael Malone 

Denver Nuggets coach 


coach Michael Malone to utter 
this retort directed at all the op¬ 
posing fans showing up at the 
arena: “Take that ‘L’ on the way 
out.” The phrase has now found 
its way onto T-shirts. 

“For years, it was the altitude,” 
Malone said of the home-court 
advantage in the Mile High City. 
“What I like to think now is that 
it’s not only the altitude, but you 
have a really talented team and 
great fan support where this 
building is rocking out every 
night. Our fans are a big part of 
that, getting loud, and getting into 
the game, and making it uncom¬ 
fortable for opposing teams.” 

What truly makes teams un¬ 
comfortable is facing the multi-di¬ 
mensional Jokic, who’s averaging 
19.7 points, 10.2 rebounds and 7.5 
assists this season. He’s having a 
season that just might earn him 
an All-Star appearance, which 
would be Denver’s first since 
Carmelo Anthony in 2011. 

SEE ELEVATING ON PAGE 27 
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